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T
he Constitution of India guarantees all ci-
tizens the fundamental right to peaceful
assembly and protest. The right to organ-

ise, assemble, and speak is at the core of democ-
racy, and the curtailment of any of the funda-
mental rights is a curtailment of democracy itself.
That being the promise of the Constitution to ev-
ery citizen, regardless of gender, caste, or status,
it is unsettling that the Government of India un-
der Prime Minister Narendra Modi is brazenly
knocking down those rights through police high-
handedness across the country, particularly in
Delhi, the capital. Youth and student organisa-
tions, such as the CJP, the AISA, SFI and AISF, had
called for a peaceful protest on October 10. In-
stead of ensuring peaceful assembly, as per the
law of the land, the Centre ordered a country-
wide swoop, where thousands of young people
were taken into preventive detention and Delhi
was locked down as if under martial law. Trains
were cancelled and stopped, passengers waylaid,
and journalists, activists, academics, and lawyers
assaulted and detained, all in shocking misuse
and weaponisation of the law against democracy
itself. In the heart of Delhi, police personnel with-
out identi�cation badges have been recorded on
video. What Delhi witnessed on Saturday was a
repeat, in a greater degree, of the police high-
handedness in July against youth protesters. Des-
pite video evidence of male police personnel as-
saulting women protesters during that episode,
months later, neither the government nor the Su-
preme Court of India has held anyone accounta-
ble for the law enforcement excesses.

On October 9, the Court had said that a blan-
ket ban on travel or assembly could not be al-
lowed. But that is exactly what was done in Delhi,
as people, including several former Chief Minis-
ters, senior politicians, and lawyers, were round-
ed up from around the city. On Sunday, the
Court, in its hearing, acknowledged the urgency
and seriousness of the issue, and repeated its di-
rectives. But piecemeal orders and half-hearted
lamentations by the Court have had no restrain-
ing impact on a government that seems to be
doubling down on its practice of branding critics
as foreign agents and anti-nationals instead of
coming clean on its record. The BJP government
is going this far in defence of an o�cial — the
Chief Election Commissioner of India, Gyanesh
Kumar. Instead of calling for accountability from
the Election Commission of India, which has dis-
enfranchised millions of Indians in a clear act of
illegality, the BJP and its central and State govern-
ments are deploying the strong arm of the state to
defend him. That itself suggests that Mr. Kumar’s
relationship with the BJP is di�erent from his re-
lationship with all other parties. The Modi go-
vernment should play by the rules, and not mis-
use power against citizens.

Rights and wrongs
The government must not clamp down

on dissent and protest

B
y awarding the 2026 Nobel Peace Prize to
South African jurist Navi Pillay, the Nor-
wegian Nobel committee has sought not

only to restore its credibility, tarnished by contro-
versial decisions in the recent past, but also to
strengthen the voices defending international
law. Ms. Pillay served on the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda and the International
Criminal Court (ICC), and chaired the UN Inde-
pendent International Commission of Inquiry on
the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Born in Dur-
ban in 1941 to a family of Indian Tamil origin, Ms.
Pillay grew up in apartheid South Africa, opened
her own legal �rm in the 1960s and defended an-
ti-apartheid political prisoners and activists on
the notorious Robben Island, including Nelson
Mandela. Her contributions as a jurist have
shaped international criminal law. In 1998, as a
part of the Rwanda war crimes tribunal, she co-
authored the judgment against Jean-Paul Akaye-
su, a local politician, recognising that rape and
sexual violence constitute acts of genocide. Last
year, the Palestine commission that she led con-
cluded that Israel had committed acts of geno-
cide in Gaza and that Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and former Defence Minister Yoav
Gallant had “incited the commission of geno-
cide” in their speeches and statements. Com-
pared to Barack Obama, the 2009 winner who
bombed Libya two years later, or Maria Corina
Machado, the 2025 winner who supported Wash-
ington’s economic strangulation of Venezuela
and its illegal strikes on boats in the Caribbean,
Ms. Pillay has an untarnished record of standing
up for the victims of international crimes.

Ms. Pillay has been honoured at a time when
the world is witnessing con�icts, which have ef-
fectively jeopardised the law-based international
order. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is a challenge
to the fundamental principles of sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Israel continues to bomb Ga-
za, Syria and Lebanon and tighten its occupation
of Palestinian territories, with impunity. The U.S.
under President Donald Trump — who believes
he deserved a Nobel Prize — started a war on Iran
on February 28 and killed its Supreme Leader, a
�agrant violation of international law and norms.
He has also launched a frontal attack on interna-
tional institutions, including the ICC that has
been placed under sanctions. What prevents the
world from becoming a Hobbesian jungle where
the mighty do as they please is the existence of
international law and institutions that hold them
accountable. The message of the 2026 Peace
Prize is that the �ght to strengthen those rules
and institutions is part of the struggle for a more
peaceful and accountable world.

Message of peace
The Nobel Committee has redeemed

itself by awarding Navi Pillay

W
ill the exit of Chief Election
Commissioner of India Gyanesh
Kumar be enough to correct an
electoral process that, over the

years, has come to be seen as increasingly
compromised in favour of the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government at the Centre and in
several States? With protests now growing across
the country, he may eventually be forced out, just
as Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan was
forced to step down following sustained public
pressure. But even then, he could simply be
replaced by another, perhaps worse, “yes man”.
Mr. Kumar’s exit may therefore be a starting
point, but much more will need to be done to
restore the credibility of the electoral process in
the “mother of democracy”.

Under a cloud
The present controversy is not merely about one
Election Commissioner. It is about the credibility
of the institution. The Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls has already resulted in over
13 crore names being excluded from draft rolls.
This has raised grave concerns about the fate of
millions of genuine voters and their basic right to
vote — concerns that cannot be dismissed so
arbitrarily. There are also apprehensions about
the integrity and transparency of electronic
voting machines (EVMs), including the security of
electoral technology, the custody of machines
and the auditing process.

Today, all institutions meant to act as checks
and balances, including the media, judiciary and
executive, are increasingly seen as in�uenced by
a particular ideology, with their independence
compromised. The Anna Hazare movement
became so powerful largely because the media
then did its job with honesty, neutrality and
without fear or favour. It questioned those in
power relentlessly and brought the concerns of
ordinary citizens into every living room. That
kind of fearless and independent media scrutiny
is nowhere to be seen today.

Then there is the judiciary, which is supposed
to oversee the functioning of the executive and
intervene whenever constitutional rights are
threatened. Where required, it can take suo motu
cognisance and provide the last line of
institutional protection to citizens whose rights
have been violated. Yet, during the SIR
controversy, serious allegations of wrongful

deletions, including cases in which living voters
were shown as dead and physically produced
before the courts, have not resulted in any
tangible action. 

In West Bengal, the then Mamata Banerjee
government also approached the judiciary over
the Election Commission of India (ECI)’s handling
of the SIR process. The response, however, has
been deeply disappointing, to say the least. The
possible disenfranchisement of genuine voters
deserved the most rigorous scrutiny, yet the
process appears to have been gradually
normalised. When institutions meant to
safeguard citizens’ rights and hold the executive
accountable appear compromised, the
government acquires enormous power without
having to fear the consequences.

It is not just the SIR or the EVMs. It is also the
raids and investigations involving Opposition
leaders around election time, followed by media
narratives that often criminalise individuals
before a court has established their
guilt. We have seen this over the last
decade in the manner in which central
investigative agencies have been
weaponised not only against political
opponents but also against individuals
who dare to question the government.
Sitting Chief Ministers, Members of
Parliament, Ministers and political
leaders have faced arrests and
investigations over allegations that have yet to be
established at trial. The repeated selective
targeting of individuals, combined with the
ampli�cation of such accusations by sections of
the media, has proved beyond doubt the nexus
between the present regime and a system it is
alleged to have corrupted to the hilt.

The great weakening of democratic checks
When the executive acts, the media ampli�es its
actions, and the judiciary appears reluctant to
intervene, all three pillars of democracy can
appear to be working in tandem against the
public interest. Anyone who dares to speak up
risks being pushed out of the system.

We have seen this within the ECI itself.
Election Commissioner Ashok Lavasa openly
dissented from decisions giving clean chits to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP president
Amit Shah over alleged violations of the Model
Code of Conduct during the 2019 Lok Sabha

campaign. He subsequently left the ECI before
the end of his tenure to take up a position in a
lead bank. 

Today, one cannot help but ask what fate
awaits Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu and Vivek Joshi, who have reportedly
recorded objections to several decisions of the
ECI under Mr. Kumar, thereby exposing the rot
within the system. 

This is why the ongoing protests by political
parties, civil society groups, non-governmental
organisations, the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
and others cannot remain isolated
demonstrations. They must evolve into a
sustained democratic movement, perhaps closer
in spirit to Gandhiji’s Satyagraha, to reclaim what
has been lost or weakened over the last decade.

Reclaiming the India we knew
The most di�cult task, awakening public
consciousness, may already have begun. The

challenge now is to turn that awakening
into a people’s movement powerful
enough to reclaim the India we once
knew — an India where the judiciary
could hold even a sitting Prime
Minister, such as Indira Gandhi,
accountable; where a robust media
could question a Prime Minister
without fear; and where an Election
Commissioner such as T.N. Seshan

could exercise his constitutional authority
without fear or favour. The beginning has to be a
genuinely free and fair electoral process.
Removing Gyanesh Kumar may therefore be a
necessary starting point, but it is certainly not the
end. A democracy survives on public trust.
Today, that trust has been severely eroded.

To expect a fully credible election without �rst
rebuilding con�dence in the institutions that
conduct, monitor and adjudicate elections is like
asking for water in the Sahara. What India needs
is not merely a change of one Election
Commissioner, but an independent system
capable of organising elections whose fairness is
beyond suspicion. Is the present BJP government
willing to do that?

Much more than Gyanesh Kumar has to go if
India is to restore the credibility of its electoral
system and become a fully �edged democracy.
The entire ecosystem that is eating away at the
vitals of India’s democracy has to go.

Changing the guard, confronting the democratic crisis

Mehbooba Mufti 

President, Jammu
and Kashmir Peoples
Democratic Party

The crisis
extends beyond
one Election
Commissioner
to democracy’s
weakened
institutional
safeguards

T
he past few months have seen
considerable action at the barricades of
Jantar Mantar. A recent media

investigation on happenings in the Election
Commission of India (ECI) sparked a new wave of
protests, this time against the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar. The
demand for Mr. Kumar’s resignation has become
a demand for electoral integrity itself. On October
2, 2026, prohibitory orders under Section 163
were imposed across the New Delhi district ahead
of the protest against the CEC at Jantar Mantar. A
number of Metro stations were closed, and major
tra�c restrictions were announced. 

These measures did not deter protesters, but
the mass detentions and restrictions imposed by
the Delhi Police raise di�cult questions that await
answers: Whose capital is this? Whose streets are
these? In July 2026, Jantar Mantar, the capital’s
designated protest site, witnessed one of the
biggest youth protests of the year, which
eventually culminated in a major victory for the
protesters. Since the July 20 NEET protests, the
Delhi Police have substantially increased
barricading in the area. Closing of the streets and
manipulation of the ballot are two sides of the
same coin. To protest against the government,
citizens must �rst seek the government’s
permission. At Jantar Mantar, the Delhi Police
have reportedly made it mandatory to submit
applications 10 days in advance. The oppressed
are allowed to speak against the oppressor only
when the oppressor allows it.

The erasure of protest geography
The history of Delhi’s protest geography is slowly
being erased. The Boat Club was once the
designated site for demonstrations before they
were shifted to Jantar Mantar. Although Jantar
Mantar remains the designated protest site, it is
routinely blocked on the pretext of “permission
denied”. Until the COVID-19 lockdown, the
customary rally route ran from Mandi House to
Jantar Mantar or the Parliament Street Police
Station. Large rallies often began at Ramlila
Maidan and culminated on Parliament Street.
Since the lockdown, barring a few exceptions,
almost no permissions have been granted.
Parliament Street was where people symbolically
expressed their dissent before their elected
representatives.

The legal instrument enabling these blockades
is Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), which replaced Section 144 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure. Repeated
prohibitory orders have raised concerns about

whether restrictions intended to regulate
demonstrations are, in practice, preventing them
altogether, and unchecked discretion to deny
permission for demonstrations challenging the
government or its policies.

In its 2018 judgment in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan vs Union of India, the Supreme Court
recognised peaceful protest as a fundamental
right and directed the authorities to formulate
guidelines permitting regulated demonstrations
at Jantar Mantar. Before that, in the Ramlila
Maidan case of 2012, the Court a�rmed the same
principle.

It is not just Delhi. In Bengaluru, protests once
held at Town Hall were moved to Freedom Park,
only to face restrictions there as well. In 2022, the
Karnataka High Court con�ned demonstrations
to Freedom Park. In December 2025, the park
was closed entirely for “redevelopment”, with
electricity and water supplies cut o�. In
Hyderabad, protests are permitted
only at Dharna Chowk. Farmers
marching to Delhi in early 2024 faced
barricades, barbed wire, tear gas and
even trenches along the Haryana
border. Preventive detentions,
prohibitory orders targeting workers’
strikes and student marches, and
Internet shutdowns have become
standard responses across States. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is the main driver of
this national pattern: protests are �rst relocated,
then con�ned, and �nally banned.

Dissent cannot be contained
History shows that whenever those in power
curb, restrict or seal the public sphere, the
masses always �nd a way around. The 2011 Tahrir
Square movement, Occupy Wall Street, the Paris
Commune and the Petrograd Soviets are some
examples. 

India, too, has witnessed major protests in
recent years, including the historic Shaheen Bagh
sit-in against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) and the National Register of Citizens (NRC),
the 2020-21 farmers’ protests on Delhi’s borders,
and Left-led workers’ and peasants’ mobilisations
such as the Mahapadav and the Kisan Long
March. The Mahapadav of November 2023
brought workers and farmers onto the streets of
State capitals across the country for a three-day
sit-in.

Spaces are produced through struggle. When
the state seals the formal public sphere,
resistance creates new spaces at borders, on
highways and campuses, across digital networks

and in mohallas. Repression creates the
conditions for such resistance. Every barricade
becomes a symbol of dissent and a rallying point.
Mohan Bhagwat, Narendra Modi and Amit Shah
must understand that dissent cannot be
abolished by decree. Internet shutdowns, Metro
closures, preventive detentions and
imprisonment have not ended people’s
democratic aspirations. As Pablo Neruda said,
they can cut all the �owers, but they cannot
prevent spring from arriving. Authoritarian
con�dence is brittle, and repression is often a
sign of political insecurity.

On electoral exclusion
The �ght for space is part of a larger �ght to
defend the Constitution and democratic
institutions. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls threatens mass
disenfranchisement of the poor, migrants,

minorities, and women. The ECI’s data
shows that vulnerable sections
including short-term migrants,
illiterate voters and married women
risk being deleted from the rolls. The
2023 Act on the appointment of
Election Commissioners removed the
Chief Justice of India from the
selection panel and gave control to the
executive. The Act gives total lifelong

protection to the Election Commissioner from
civil and criminal prosecution. Even the
President of India has protection only as long as
he or she is holding o�ce.

By blocking dissent in public and tampering
with rolls in private, the BJP regime is hollowing
out our democratic republic from both ends. The
democratic and secular forces need to link the
street, the court, and the ballot into a single
democratic o�ensive. The right to protest is the
people’s inherent right, won through the freedom
struggle and enshrined in Article 19. We demand
the restoration of the right to assemble and
march at Jantar Mantar and along Parliament
Street, and an end to the blanket, permanent use
of Section 163 of the BNSS in New Delhi. The
government must stop detentions and the violent
suppression of peaceful protests. If the
authorities barricade Jantar Mantar, we will not
only defy those barricades but also, as the people
of India, create countless Jantar Mantars in every
nook and corner of the country.

Democracy can only be defended when it is
practised, and our task is to build the broadest
struggle to practise it.

Spring will come.

Barricades cannot silence the voice of democracy

M.A. Baby 

General Secretary,
Communist Party
of India (Marxist)

As protest
spaces shrink,
citizens must
unite to defend
the right 
to dissent

Electoral transparency

If a ‘centralised computer
system’ can remove millions
of voters — as if by a sleight
of hand — can millions of
aggrieved citizens not
collectively demand
accountability from a Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) of India whose

to the people. The time has
come for all
democratic-minded citizens
to reflect seriously on these
concerns.

Tharcius S. Fernando,
Chennai

kind of India we will leave
behind for future
generations. We owe our
young people a country in
which democratic
institutions remain
independent, dissent is
respected, elections inspire
public confidence, and the
government is accountable

defend constitutional
freedoms through peaceful
and non-violent means.
Their movement should
draw inspiration from
Mahatma Gandhi's
principles of non-violence
and civil resistance. As an
octogenarian, I cannot help
but feel anxious about the

be protected by machinery
that risks eroding public
faith in it.
M. Jameel Ahmed,

Mysuru

It is imperative that all
citizens who value
democracy, particularly the
youth, come together to

functioning raises serious
questions? Power cannot
remain concentrated in one
Commissioner, with opaque
control over electoral data
and arbitrary changes,
without inviting public
scrutiny. Nor can immunity
become a licence for
impunity. The ballot cannot
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Madras, October 11: Fishing is their primary
occupation and practically every one of them
swims and dives. Their staple food is �sh and
rice. Occupational hazards, vitamin-de�cient
food and the inclement weather conditions add
up to make the 1,25,000 people living in the
Maldivian Archipelago “extremely prone to
upper respiratory tract infections”. “I have
never seen so many cases of chronic tonsillitis,
adenoiditis and mastoiditis”, says Dr. S.
Kameswaran, Director of the Institute of
Otorhino-laryngology, Madras Medical College,
who had been there on a short WHO
assignment.

The �rst ENT expert ever to set foot on the
soil of MALE, the capital-island of the Republic
of Maldives, Dr. Kameswaran had been asked to
conduct a sample survey of ENT diseases, hold
special clinics, organise training course for
health personnel and to assist and advise the
Maldivian Government in setting up ENT units
in health centres.

Of the 2,000 islands forming the archipelago,
only 192 are permanently inhabited, the total
land area being 115 square miles. Male Island,
which has a population of 20,000, has a 52-bed
modern hospital, with an operational theatre.

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 12, 1976

Expert’s survey of ENT
diseases in Male Island

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

London, October 11: Sir T. Vijayaraghavachariar
arrived in London to-day from Canada and will
leave for India in a few days to take up his
position on the Public Services Commission.
Interviewed by Reuter he said he was very glad
he had an unequalled opportunity of presenting
India to the people of the great Dominion.

He had a wonderful greeting everywhere. He
found India little known in Canada, but one of
the Dominion Ministers, on his departures,
declared that India had at length become more
real to the Canadians.

It was no longer a land of mystery for them
and its place in the Empire was better
understood and appreciated.

Sir T. Vijayaraghavachariar said that he had
always emphasised the unity of the Empire and
the subordination of local to Imperial results.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 12, 1926

Presenting India to people
of Canada

T
he Right to Information
(RTI) Act completed 21
years today. Besides empo-

wering citizens to demand infor-
mation from public authorities, a
key aspect of the RTI Act is the pro-
vision for suo motu mandatory dis-
closure of a variety of information
on their websites so that people do
not have to resort to �ling requests
under the Act for accessing basic
information regarding any
department.

Section 4 (1) (b) of the Act lists 16
types of information, ranging from
contact details of o�cials to bud-
getary expenditure, which are to
be made public at regular inter-
vals. Moreover, the Department of
Personnel and Training has issued
guidelines for the disclosure of ad-
ditional information, under eight
broad categories, including infor-
mation related to procurement,
public-private partnerships, and
all RTI applications received by
each department. An analysis, ho-
wever, showed that such voluntary
disclosure has not been followed. 

With the number of o�cial web-
sites of the Union government and
State governments running into
the thousands, the scope of this
analysis is restricted to the depart-
ments listed as Public Authorities
(PAs) in the Government of India’s
online portal for �ling of applica-
tions under the RTI Act and the da-
ta presented in the annual reports
of the Central Information Com-
mission (CIC). To ensure com-
pliance with Section 4 of the RTI
Act, the government has also
made it mandatory for transparen-
cy audits to be conducted by third
parties and the reports of such au-
dits to be shared with the CIC.

The annual report for the year
2024-25 released earlier this year
by the CIC says that of the 2,303
PAs from various departments re-

gistered with the Commission, on-
ly 1,446 had submitted third party
audit reports, which is just 62.7%
of the total registered (Table 1). Of
those submitted, more than 50%
scored Grade C or below, which
meant that they had scored 80% or
below in the transparency audit.
Those with Grade E had scored be-
low 60% in the audit. Though
nearly 37% of the registered PAs
did not submit the audit reports, a
look at the trend in the last �ve
years showed that the compliance
has improved year-on-year (Chart
1). In 2020-21, only 754 had sub-
mitted. This doubled to 1,443 in
2024-25.

The Hindu independently veri-
�ed the websites of the 94 depart-
ments under which these PAs
come under. The guidelines re-
commend the uploading of the
transparency audit reports on the
websites. However, only 33 of the
94 websites had the audit reports
for the year 2024-25. While a ma-
jority of them did not have the lat-
est audit reports, a few had older
reports. An analysis on the infor-
mation that is to be mandatorily
disclosed under the RTI Act
showed that, of the 94 depart-
ments, 56 authorities, or 62% have
complied with this section on
most categories, and have infor-
mation from 2025-26. The web-
sites of 26 departments did not
have the information covered un-
der the Act. For the Ministry of So-
cial Justice and Empowerment,
there was no information available
(Table 2). The remaining websites
had either minimal or dated infor-
mation on their websites.

Meanwhile, the number of new
RTI requests and its pendency
with the CIC has grown over the
years (Chart 2). The Act states that
PAs should provide “as much in-
formation suo motu to the public
…so that the public have minimum
resort to the use of this Act”. The
e�cient implementation of Sec-
tion 4 can not only improve tran-
sparency but also reduce the pen-
dency piling up with the CIC and
State Information Commissions. 

The gaps in the implementation of the RTI Act 
Section 4 of the RTI Act lists 16 types of information which are to be disclosed by public authorities; such voluntary disclosure has not been followed

Sneha Gandla 
Gauri Singavarapu 
Sachin Swaraj

DATA POINT

T
he intense and unabated protests
happening around and about the
Election Commission of India (ECI) have
thrown up a bigger question — whether

the much vaunted Indian election is losing its
shine. This concern is irrespective of when and
how the immediate �re is doused, for the smoke
could linger. The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls and its management have raised
many questions during the last year, inviting
attention, litigation and agitation. But the malaise
facing the Indian electoral system is even wider.
The unidimensional nature of the present noise
might be drowning a larger challenge; the current
scenario may only be a wakeup call.

Elections, branded as among India’s topmost
soft powers for decades, may have �nally hit a
phase of devaluation. The country’s enviable
delivery of democratic elections, compared to
dozens of countries in Asia, Africa and West Asia,
which became independent around the same time,
might have had the evil eye cast on them. Not only
election managers, but the executive, the
legislature, the judiciary, the winners and the
losers in elections, as well as the wider voting
community need to be play an alert remedial role
in order to properly address the concerns of the
electoral system. 

Prime asset
Popular and credible elections have given the
Indian nation critical stability, reasonable
governance, post-colonial reconstruction and a
pathway to development, besides the tenacity to
counter external threats. The exercise of equal
franchise by the sick and the elderly and by a
people who are unequal socially and economically
is part of India’s electoral folklore as also are the
latest trends of women activism in voting. Despite
rampart poverty and illiteracy at the time of
independence, ordinary Indians have learned
about the strength of their votes, and have
nurtured a respect for the polling process. They
wait for their turn periodically to place or remove
candidates at positions of decision making.

The process has worked remarkably well
compared to other parts of Indian enterprise.
Apart from the framers of the Constitution led by
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar, who laid the seeds of
parliamentary democracy, the credit duly rests on
the ECI machinery, from the Nirvachan Sadan in
New Delhi to the million plus polling booths across
the country. The scale of the task — the 2024
national elections saw about 98 crore electors
spread across India’s vast and varied topography —
with the massive logistics that it entails, and the
�nesse of its disposal, have kept advanced nations
wonder-struck. The ECI has justi�ably emerged as
a school for election managers from a range of

countries which are still groping for ways to
execute such a huge and sensitive mandate.
Further, the Commission set up the India
International Institute of Democracy and Election
Management (IIIDEM) to impart lessons in
conducting �awless elections. Younger nations
look up to India’s election management as a
guiding star amidst other falling models.

However, there are grey, if not dark clouds on
the horizon. It may still be an exaggeration to
suggest that the Indian elections are corroded but
malignant encroachments cause an unsettling
feeling. While elections have always been �ercely
contested, with even a few social faultlines such as
caste and community getting interwoven into the
outcome, the results were mostly received with
stoic calm. But no more. What has taken over are
chronic allegations about the partisan conduct of
the poll body, and aggressive grievance bordering
on a rejection of the electoral results. The
argument that this is part of a global decline of
democratic values, and has also infected developed
democracies such as the U.S., holds no
consolation. No country on earth needs democracy
more than India does. No country needs elections
more than India does.

A di�erent game
Elections in India have changed with the times.
Ground level campaigns and door-to-door
canvassing have given way to digital battles where
fast moving disinformation and deep fakes are the
new weaponry. While muscular assaults such as
booth capturing, voter intimidation, and bogus

voting of the earlier decades were bad enough,
they were still limited to certain pockets. Now, the
possibility of manipulating the voter database
through undue enfranchisement or
disenfranchisement poses a threat at a larger scale.

The in�uence of money power over elections,
with its ability to upset the sacred level-playing
�eld, has grown enormously compared to localised
distribution of cash or goodies in the past.
Expenditure reports of candidates submitted to the
ECI post-election, and accounted party spends are
just tip of the icebergs; uno�cial estimates of poll
�nances are much larger. The institutional release
of cash into the wallets of population segments,
touted as welfare, has distorted electoral integrity,
besides public �nance. The Economic Survey 2026
puts the strain of such unconditional cash transfers
on States at a staggering ₹1.7 lakh crore.
Such brazen transactions through the
front door have subverted policy and
candidate level contest, causing worries
to the ECI and the Supreme Court.

Post poll subversion casts a darker
shadow. Wholesale defections
increasingly undermine the people’s
mandate for a candidate and party.
Instead of reining in party hoppers, the
anti-defection law has induced the bulk transfer of
elected legislators thanks to exceptions allowed in
the 10th Schedule. Opportunistic realignments
have made a mockery of voters’ choice in the
absence of a recall system. The stream of
present-day lawmakers dumping manifesto and
ideology and switching parties at ease, make the

earlier ‘Aya Ram Gaya Rams’ in Indian politics look
like timid angels. The Speaker’s recognition and
symbol allocation by the ECI are critical follow ups
to such mutations which have also not been free of
partisan accusations.

Election management itself has got embroiled in
institutional issues sparking opposition and street
protests. The SIR exercise, which began a year ago,
has left a trail of dust while approaching the �nish
line. Meanwhile, the provision of appointing
Election Commissioners through a collegium
under the 2023 enactment has not helped matters;
and is still under the study of Supreme Court. The
usual regulatory functions of the ECI such as the
preparation of the electoral roll, the administration
of the Model Code of Conduct, the announcement
of results, and more recently, intra-organisational

functioning are routinely moving into
zones of contention, despite signi�cant
back up from higher courts. The distrust
vocalised by polarised political entities
can percolate down to ordinary citizens
and create hopelessness. 

Sukumar Sen, the Chief Election
Commissioner for the �rst elections
conducted in independent India in 1951,
had unimaginable logistical challenges to

handle, but certainly not one of trust. Today, after
75 years of experience and growing resources,
while the massive logistics in elections is routine,
trust has become the issue.

Urgent, collective imperative
Elections are by far the best organised expression
of “we, the people” and hence cannot be allowed
to fail. Political rhetoric is not part of the solution.
The election process and its management are too
precious to be made scapegoats in inter-party
�ghts. Political parties need to do a collective and
apolitical sit-down for the systemic forti�cation of
Indian elections by building more safeguards and
accountability and plugging structural and legal
loopholes — basically, doing whatever is necessary
and whatever it takes. The introduction of a
three-member Commission to replace the single
Chief Election Commissioner in 1993 had this very
logic. There are multiple demands to be met: the
better regulation of political �nancing and the
menace of freebies; shielding of the electoral
process from criminalisation; and dealing with the
threat of AI-abetted fake narratives. Voters as well
as those who are voted for must be insulated
against inducements in discharge of their
democratic functions. Arresting further
deterioration will require collective work beyond
partisan self-interest. And above everything else,
trust has to be worked back into the system. 

Views expressed are personal.

The need to preserve the shine of Indian elections 

Akshay Rout

Former Director

General, Election

Commission of India

and a public policy

commentator

Elections are by
far the best
organised
expression of
“we, the people”
and hence
cannot be
allowed to fail

In full force: Security personnel in riot gear stand guard outside the Election Commission o�ice ahead of a planned protest

demanding the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar in New Delhi, on October 10. AP 
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Number of FIRs
registered by Delhi
Police over CJP protest

20
Delhi Police have registered

20 FIRs in connection with

the Cockroach Janta Party

(CJP)-called protest demanding Chief

Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar’s

resignation. More than 7,000 people were

detained across the national capital as

over 30,000 police personnel were

deployed to prevent protesters from

reaching Jantar Mantar. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

FDI in�ows this
quarter from India’s
largest source, Japan

5.71
in $ billion. Japan has

emerged as the largest

source of foreign direct

investment into India during April-June of

the current fiscal year, according to

government data. FDI inflows from Japan

stood at $5.71 billion in the first quarter of

2026-27, surpassing the $3.74 billion India

received from the country during the entire

2025-26 fiscal year. PTI

Maximum temperature
levels recorded in the
national capital

32
degrees Celsius. Delhi

recorded a maximum

temperature of 32 degrees

Celsius on Sunday, which was 2.2 notches

below the season’s average, according to

the India Meteorological Department (IMD).

The minimum temperature was logged at

24.4 degrees Celsius, which was 3.4

notches above the season’s average, the

IMD data showed. PTI

Number of migrants
dead in Djibouti boat
accident

109
At least 109 migrants

died, including 15

children, and 116 went

missing when a boat sank off the shores of

Djibouti on the night of October 8-9, a UN

agency said on Sunday. Survivors said the

vessel — which was carrying 305 people

from Djibouti to Yemen — capsized north

of the Djibouti town of Obock. About 80

people survived the shipwreck. AFP

Number of people
who died in U.S.
Cyclone Isaias

4
Cyclone Isaias was the first

hurricane of an Atlantic season

tamed by a historic El Niño weather

phenomenon, and the first hurricane since

2024 to hit the U.S. mainland. At least four

deaths were linked to the storm, including

two people killed when trees fell onto

homes. Nearly 700,000 customers were

without power by midday. AFP

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

O
ctober 12 marks the second
death anniversary of Professor
G.N. Saibaba. Prof. Saibaba
was a professor at Delhi

University who was 90% physically
disabled. He was arrested under the
Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
in 2014, on allegations of having links with
Maoists. Denied bail, he remained in
prison until a trial court convicted him in
2017 and sentenced him to life
imprisonment — a judgment that this
writer, in the pages of this newspaper,
criticised at the time as being based
entirely on guilt by association and
insinuation. 

Vindication eventually arrived in 2024,
when the Bombay High Court acquitted
him of all charges. By then, Professor
Saibaba had spent a decade in prison,
much of it in solitary con�nement. In
prison, his health had further
deteriorated, and soon after his release,
he passed away. 

A law that punishes dissent
The anniversary of Professor Saibaba’s
death is an occasion to re�ect on a legal
regime that is designed to — quite literally
— imprison dissent and deny justice. Over
the years, the UAPA has been used to
criminalise political opposition. Following
the violence at the Bhima Koregaon
commemoration event in 2018, UAPA
charges were brought against 16 scholars
and activists, all of whom were jailed.
Eight years later, the trial has yet to begin,
and the court has yet to frame charges
against the accused. 

Meanwhile, Father Stan Swamy died in
custody after his health deteriorated. One
after another, 14 of the remaining accused
were granted bail, but only after spending
years in prison without trial. Their bail
conditions remain draconian and
restrictive, imposing multiple reporting
conditions, restricting travel and severely
constraining their lives. The 16th prisoner,
lawyer Surendra Gadling, was also
granted bail in the case but remained in
prison in connection with another case.

Similarly, after the Delhi riots in 2020,
UAPA charges were levelled against
multiple student leaders, scholars, and
activists, accusing them of participating
in, or being the brains behind, the riots.
Notably, there was no direct evidence
against any of these people, only vague
charges of conspiracy and of being the
“intellectual architects” of the riots.

While a few of these individuals were
granted bail soon after, many students
and scholars remained in jail for years,
with their bail applications denied at all
levels of the judiciary. It was only in early
2026, after more than �ve years in jail,
that �ve of the seven appellants were
granted bail by the Supreme Court.
However, the Supreme Court denied bail
to the remaining two — Sharjeel Imam
and Umar Khalid — on the basis that they
were “intellectual architects.” The term
“intellectual architect” is unknown to law
and rests entirely on surmises and
conjectures. The court also took the
unusual step of e�ectively preventing
Imam and Khalid from applying for bail
for a year. It has now been more than six
years — almost 10% of an average human
lifespan — of imprisonment without trial.
In the meantime, Khalid has published a
book from prison, while Imam continues
to work on his PhD, despite signi�cant
di�culties in accessing research
materials. 

In a third example, Khurram Parvez, a
Kashmiri activist and the coordinator of
the Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil
Society ( JKCCS), was arrested under the
UAPA in 2021 on allegations of terror
�nancing and promoting secessionism.
On March 20, 2023, a journalist, Irfan
Mehraj, was also arrested and imprisoned
in the case. The two were eventually
granted bail in July 2026, after Parvez had
spent �ve years in prison without trial.

The list of people who have spent years
in jail under UAPA thus spans the length
and breadth of the country: it also
includes Soni Sori, the Adivasi leader who
was allegedly tortured while in prison and
eventually acquitted of all charges, Akhil
Gogoi — the Assamese anti-CAA activist —
and Siddique Kappan, the Kerala
journalist who was arrested while
travelling to Uttar Pradesh to cover the
Hathras gangrape case, and spent two
years in jail before eventually being
granted bail by the Supreme Court. 

The list also includes many other
nameless people who do not have the
same degree of public prominence, but
have spent months and years of their lives
in prison, under a law that de�nes
o�ences in the vaguest of terms, and then
makes the grant of bail virtually
impossible. 

Vague de�nitions
The UAPA, for example, criminalises
“membership” of unlawful organisations
without clarifying what the word

“membership” means. It has a similar
host of provisions that carry broad and
vague wording, and which are susceptible
to multiple interpretations — including, at
their extreme, mere sloganeering or
possession of literature. 

The courts have not helped. On two
occasions, judges have attempted to bring
precision and narrowness to the UAPA to
prevent, or at least mitigate, some of its
excesses. Both attempts were overturned
by the Supreme Court. In 2011, a Bench of
the court restricted the term
“membership” to “active membership”,
which in turn was de�ned to mean
“incitement to violence.” However, in
2023, acting under its “review
jurisdiction” — which is only meant to
correct “errors on the face of the record”
— the Supreme Court overturned this
judgment.

Similarly, in an early bail judgment in
the Delhi riots cases, the Delhi High Court
undertook an extensive analysis of the
UAPA’s “terrorism” clauses and gave them
a speci�c, concrete interpretation to
prevent wide discretion in their
application. On appeal, however, the
Supreme Court ruled that the judgment
would “not be treated as precedent”, thus
rendering it e�ectively worthless as a
statement of law. Thus, the UAPA’s terms
remain exceedingly broad and unde�ned,
allowing State authorities wide leeway to
bring almost any conduct within its scope
by tenuously linking it to terrorism or
unlawful activity. 

The barriers to bail
Once that is done, the UAPA then makes
the grant of bail extremely hard, by
requiring the judge to deny bail if, on a
reading of the police chargesheet, a prima
facie case appears to be made out. Here
again, courts have not helped: while one
set of judges has accorded a degree of
strict scrutiny to police chargesheets,
another set has adopted an “eyes wide
shut” approach that grants excessive
deference to the police version. This
inconsistency makes the grant of bail
under the UAPA extremely judge-centric.
Along with this, courts have also been
inconsistent on the consequences of
delay: the Supreme Court, for example,
did not seem to think that �ve years in
prison without trial was “excessive” delay
when denying bail to Imam and Khalid,
while other courts have held that �ve
years does constitute excessive delay (for
example, in the Khurram Parvez case). 

All this leads to a state of a�airs that is
contrary to the rule of law and contrary to
any legal system worth the name: a vague
law with stringent punishments, that
continues to be interpreted in a way that
expands State discretion rather than
contains it, and whose result then is long
years of imprisonment without trial. The
death anniversary of Professor Saibaba,
one of the starkest victims of this system,
reminds us yet again that an urgent
rethink and reset of this system is
necessary. 
(Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer)

Why UAPA demands urgent reform
UAPA’s vague provisions, stringent bail conditions and inconsistent judicial interpretations have enabled the prolonged imprisonment of activists, scholars and

journalists without trial; Prof. G.N. Saibaba’s experience shows the urgent need to reform a legal regime that undermines civil liberties, due process and rule of law

Candles lit in memory of Professor G.N. Saibaba at JNU on October 13, 2024. SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

Gautam Bhatia
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�

Professor G.N. Saibaba was
acquitted by the Bombay High
Court in 2024 after spending a
decade in prison under the
UAPA, but died soon after his
release as his health had
deteriorated

�

Activists, scholars and
journalists accused under the
UAPA, including those in the
Bhima Koregaon and Delhi
riots cases, have spent years in
prison without trial, with bail
often granted only after
prolonged incarceration

�

The Supreme Court has
overturned judicial attempts to
narrow the UAPA’s provisions,
while inconsistent
interpretations of the law and
delays in trials have expanded
State discretion and weakened
safeguards against arbitrary
imprisonment
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with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

In which years did the Salem witch trials take place?
X

QUESTION 2

Which accused farmer was executed on August 19, 1692, after
maintaining his innocence during the trials?
X

QUESTION 3

Which accused man was subjected to peine forte et dure, a form
of judicial torture involving the application of heavy weights,
after refusing to enter a plea?
X

QUESTION 4

How many people were hanged during the Salem witch trials,
and how many others died in prison?
X

QUESTION 5

What was the name of the enslaved woman whose confession
played a pivotal role in the early witchcraft accusations?

Questions and Answers to the

previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In
2018, no Nobel Prize in Literature
was announced. It was
postponed and awarded along
with the 2019 Nobel. Why? Who
won the 2018 Nobel Prize in
Literature? Ans: Due to a sexual

abuse and financial crimes

scandal involving Jean-Claude

Arnault, an influential figure

on the Swedish cultural scene

and husband of Academy

member and poet Katarina

Frostenson; Olga Tokarczuk

2. Which singer-songwriter won
the Nobel Prize in Literature in
2016? Ans: Bob Dylan

3. This Nobel laureate’s work
includes Sula, Beloved, The

Bluest Eye, Jazz, etc. She was the
first Black woman to win the

Nobel Prize in Literature. Ans:

Toni Morrison

4. An upcoming dystopian
science fiction film is based
on a book by a Nobel
laureate. Name the book and
the author. Ans: Klara and

the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro
5. This philosopher, political
activist, and writer was the
only awardee to decline the
Nobel Prize in Literature. Ans:

Jean-Paul Sartre

Visual: This image shows the
poet and novelist receiving
the news that he won the
Nobel Prize in Literature.
However, he later rejected the
award. Ans: Boris Pasternak

Early Birds: Aman kumar |
Tamal Biswas | Arun Kumar
Singh | Gauri Malviya

THE DAILY QUIZ

Test your knowledge of the Salem witch trials, where mass hysteria, religious fanaticism
and judicial injustice led to accusations and executions

X

Visual Question:

This 1953 play by Arthur Miller dramatises the Salem witch trials
and uses them as an allegory for political persecution in
20th-century America. Name the play. FRED FEHL/FRED FEHL

COLLECTION, NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Prathmesh Kher

Is it okay to use the word ‘dinner’ for
an afternoon meal? (V Janaki,
Trivandrum)
Yes, it is; on Christmas Day, some people
have their traditional Christmas dinner
around two in the afternoon. The word
‘dinner’ comes from the French ‘disner’,
and in 13th-century England, the word
was used to refer to the �rst meal of the
day – anything that people had to eat
between early morning and noon. So,
what we today refer to as ‘breakfast’ and
‘lunch’ was called ‘dinner’ in the past.
With the passage of time, however, the
terms ‘breakfast’ and ‘lunch’ were
introduced to refer to what we eat in the
morning and afternoon – and as a result,
the word ‘dinner’ was used to refer to the
last meal of the day. In countries like
Britain, ‘dinner’ continues to be used to
refer to the main meal of the day – a meal
where an individual’s intake is the
maximum. So, if your main meal is in the
afternoon, you can call it ‘dinner’.

We’re planning to have an early dinner
before leaving for the airport.

What is the di�erence between
‘collaborate’ and ‘corroborate’? ( J
Mukund, Hyderabad)
Although the two words sound somewhat
similar, they have very di�erent
meanings. In terms of pronunciation,
both words have the same number of
syllables – four each. The vowels in the
�rst and third syllables sound like the ‘a’
in ‘china’. The second syllable in
‘collaborate’ is pronounced like the word
‘lab’, while in the case of ‘corroborate’, it
sounds like the word ‘rob’. The �nal
syllable in both words is pronounced
‘rate’. The two words are pronounced
‘ke-LAB-e-rate’ and ‘ke-ROB-e-rate’
respectively, with the stress on the second
syllable.

When you ‘collaborate’ with someone,
you work with him on something – it
could be a project, report, etc. You team
up with another individual; in other
words, the two of you ‘labour’
(col-labor-ate) together! This is one way of
remembering the meaning of the word.

Satish is very temperamental. No one
wants to collaborate with him on the
project.

When you ‘corroborate’, you provide
evidence or proof for something that you
or someone else has said. It is a word
frequently used in a court of law and in
the �eld of science.

Our �ndings did not corroborate the
new hypothesis.

What is the meaning of ‘I’m afraid’ in
the sentence “I’m afraid I can’t help
you”? (S Vinita, Vizag)
In isolation, the word ‘afraid’ is normally
used to mean ‘scared’. Some children, for
example, are afraid of dogs, while many
are afraid of being alone in the dark. In
the expression ‘I’m afraid’, however,
‘afraid’ does not express fear. In informal
contexts, the expression is used when you
have bad news to pass on to someone; the
use of ‘afraid’ is meant to soften the blow
of the message you are about to deliver.
When you preface a statement with ‘I’m
afraid’, it means ‘I’m sorry to say’. 
upendrankye@gmail.com

I am afraid 
we can’t o�er
you the job
She refused to collaborate with

her temperamental colleague

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

S. Upendran

The story so far: 

E
uropean regulators are training
their sights on smart glasses, as
the wearable device equipped
with high-de�nition cameras,

ambient audio recording, and arti�cial
intelligence is becoming common in
Europe, blurring the lines between
technological innovation and citizens’
privacy. 

Norway is taking the lead as its
government prepares a proposal seeking
a temporary ban on smart glasses in
select public and sensitive locations. Led
by Minister of Digitalisation and Public
Governance Torgeir Micaelsen, the
initiative pauses device usage in places
where individuals expect personal
privacy.

What does the proposal seek?
The temporary restrictions target places
frequented by children, including
schools, playgrounds, and youth clubs,
healthcare facilities, �tness centres,
locker rooms, public beaches, parks,
museums, and concert venues. Crucially,
the government is not proposing a ban on
sales of the devices or prohibiting their
use in private. 

Instead, the proposal is asking an
expert committee to evaluate the
technological challenges and formulate
lasting legal frameworks. Oslo has already
banned smart glasses across municipal
schools.

The core argument behind Norway’s
intervention centres on the lack of
consent in public spaces. Traditional
smartphones require users to visibly hold
up a device to record video or snap
photos, providing a clear signal to
surrounding people. In contrast, smart
glasses allow wearers to capture

high-resolution imagery, record ambient
audio, or live-stream video directly at eye
level without o�ering clear cues to
bystanders.

This creates a surveillance system
where citizens cannot easily determine
whether they are being recorded. Privacy
risks are especially acute in sensitive
settings like changing rooms and medical
clinics, or where unauthorised �lming of
children raises safety concerns.
Furthermore, o�cials have highlighted
risks surrounding real-time facial
recognition software. When combined
with AI eyewear, facial recognition could
enable wearers to instantly identify
strangers, access personal data, or
facilitate doxxing. Norway’s proposed
rules acknowledge that traditional privacy
frameworks were not designed for
head-worn, ambient recording
technology.

Is any other country attempting a
similar moratorium?
Norway is not alone in addressing privacy
risks surrounding wearable devices, as a
patchwork of regulations and
venue-speci�c restrictions are in progress
across Europe and North America.

In the Netherlands and Germany,
eyewear retailer Hans Anders suspended
sales of Meta’s Ray-Ban smart glasses
across its Dutch and Belgian stores while
awaiting regulatory clarity. Dutch
lawmakers have discussed rules that await
guidance from the European Data
Protection Board (EDPB). Meanwhile,
Hamburg is exploring regional
restrictions.

The UK Cinema Association established
guidelines restricting or prohibiting
camera-equipped glasses in movie
theatres to combat piracy and protect the
privacy of viewers. Additionally, courts in
England and Wales require visitors to

surrender smart glasses at security
checkpoints.

In the United States, several nightclubs,
gyms, and courts in New York have
implemented localised bans. California’s
governor vetoed legislation penalising
covert recording in private spaces, but
debate continues among state
policymakers on next steps.

In Bangkok, smart glasses use is
restricted in certain pubs and public
places.

How are manufacturers of smart
glasses adapting to this regulatory
landscape?
To address privacy concerns, hardware
manufacturers have built technical
safeguards into current-generation
devices. Devices such as Ray-Ban Meta
glasses feature a white light-emitting
diode (LED) on the frame beside the lens.
The LED blinks when capturing photos
and stays lit continuously during video
recording.

Manufacturers have deployed �rmware
updates that detect if the LED indicator is
covered or obstructed. If light obstruction
is detected, the system automatically
disables the camera’s functionality.
Devices enforce caps on continuous
recording duration and play audible
shutter sounds when taking photos.

But privacy advocates have said that
small LED lights remain di�cult to spot in
bright, sunlit conditions or crowded
environments, rendering hardware
safeguards insu�cient for complete
bystander protection.

How will the moratorium impact
device sales?
Although Norway’s proposal focuses on
restricting device usage rather than
banning sales, the commercial impact on
manufacturers could be substantial. The

primary selling point of smart glasses is
their seamless integration into daily
public life. Restricting their use in public
spaces like parks, beaches, shopping
centres, and �tness clubs undermines
their utility, rendering a versatile daily-use
accessory into a device restricted to home
use.

In addition, voluntary retail
suspensions such as the sales halt by Hans
Anders create immediate revenue hits in
the European market. Regulatory
uncertainty across di�erent regions
introduces consumer hesitation,
discouraging buyers who worry about
purchasing expensive hardware that
might soon face usage restrictions in
public.

How might smart glasses makers
tweak functionality?
To comply with evolving privacy
standards and maintain consumer trust,
manufacturers may likely re-engineer
both hardware and software features by
implementing larger, brighter, or
colour-shifting LED indicators, alongside
louder audio signals that cannot be
silenced.

Software updates could incorporate
AI-driven face-blurring and audio pitch
modi�cation, redacting bystander
identities before footage is saved or
streamed. Smart glasses could utilise GPS
data to automatically disable recording
capabilities when entering designated
privacy zones like schools, hospitals, or
locker rooms. Manufacturers can
explicitly block facial recognition software
and APIs to prevent real-time pro�ling in
public spaces.

Companies are expanding lines to
include audio-focused smart glasses
without cameras (such as Ray-Ban Meta
Audio), catering to users who want AI
features without privacy concerns.

Why is Norway considering a temporary
smart glasses ban?
Norway is proposing temporary restrictions on smart glasses in public, sensitive spaces over concerns about covert recording, facial recognition and

violations of privacy, as other countries explore similar curbs; this could a�ect device sales and push manufacturers to strengthen privacy safeguards

CACHE

Norway is not alone in addressing privacy risks surrounding wearable devices, as a patchwork of regulations and venue-specific restrictions are in progress across Europe and North America. REUTERS 

Haider Ali Khan
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to radical ideas, the popular are more power-
ful than ever because the forces that can blunt 
popularity have been diminished. In many 
spheres, the gates that were once guarded by 
formidable gatekeepers have fallen.

The new power of the popular makes it 
hard for clerks and intellectuals of all hues to 
be independent. And in today’s world, the 
fallout of not being practical is very severe. 
No one stays in the same economic class any-
more. You’re either rising or falling.

A reflection of how powerful the popular 
are is the fear that India’s ruling party elicits 
from its opponents. The fear that they might 
be jailed on some pretext. I am not referring 
to the fear of revolutionaries, but of profes-
sional elected politicians. This is unusual in 
Indian politics because there was for long an 
unspoken code that politicians will extend a 
professional courtesy and have each other’s 
back because who knows who was going to 
be in power tomorrow. But the BJP has 
become so confident of power that radiating 
fear among opponents was more beneficial 
to it than openly antagonizing them.

Considering all this, especially the loss of 
counterweights to the will of the masses, I 
feel that the protest of angry young people is 
creating a new institution. Even the masses 
want to be protected from their own votes.

emerge from the anarchy was his estranged 
deputy’s decision to enter the electoral fray to 
create a new type of incorruptible politician. 
But, eventually, they began to resemble the 
politicians they promised to replace. Even so, 
only those anarchists survived who organised 
themselves into a political party.

In a democracy, the only meaningful rev-
olution occurs every five years, and it is 
called elections. So I had the view that politi-
cal anarchists should contest them if they 
wish to make sense to themselves and us.

But, as cockroaches try to sustain their stir 
by hopping from issue to issue with no men-
tion of fighting elections, I have revised my 
view. If their goal is only anarchy through 
street protests, it makes sense now in a way it 
didn’t 15 years ago. Today, the protest can 
play the role of an independent institution.

You may argue that I am just being emo-
tional. Isn’t it true after all that the ruckus 
one hates is anarchy and the protests one 
loves are revolution? But let me persuade 
you that it is the world that has changed for 
me to view anarchy differently.

Voting, which I don’t accept is entirely a 
moral act, is not all that matters in a democ-
racy, even to democracy. In its soul, democ-
racy has always worried about the tyranny of 
the masses. So it has counterweights it pre-

T
here is a newspaper photograph from 
2011 that still annoys me. That is how 
I know it was not my morning cortisol 

but Anna Hazare. The image is of the activist 
waving goodbye. His death fast in Delhi 
against corruption was over; politicians had 
reassured him they will act against their own 
corruption; satisfied, the saint was going 
back to his village in triumph. As I remember 
it, on the same front-page was an image of 
Manmohan Singh, then India’s prime minis-
ter. Unlike an unelected revolutionary, he 
couldn’t just wave and go home. No matter 
where he went, he would still be PM. He 
would still be held accountable.

Hazare said he won’t contest elections 
because he would lose, and that to win them 
one had to get filthy. But he thought he could 
sway the same voters by threatening to die, 
and tell those whom they elected what they 
must do. So confused was his movement that 
at one point its leaders tried to form a com-
mittee only of winners of some Philippine 
good-boy award. The only rational idea to 

many employee-related expenditures 
are integral to business operations. 
Employee-intensive sectors are likely to 
be among the biggest beneficiaries.

Every blocked credit increases the 
cost of capital and reduces investment 
returns. Releasing such credits 
improves liquidity, strengthens balance 
sheets and enhances competitiveness. 
While the deferment of reforms related 
to motor vehicle credits may disap-
point, the changes hopefully represent 
the first step to a wider review of input 
tax credit (ITC) restrictions that remain.

Refunds and export competitiveness set 
to be unlocked: Delayed refunds have 
effectively functioned as an additional 
finance cost, particularly for exporters 
and businesses operating under 
inverted duty structures. The shift 
towards a technology-driven, risk-
based refund framework, coupled with 
eligibility expansion to input services 
and capital goods, has the potential to 
release substantial working capital cur-
rently locked within the system.

The benefits are especially significant 
for capital-intensive sectors including 
food processing, pharmaceuticals, 
textiles and electric vehicles, where 
accumulated credits often affect project 
viability and investment returns.

Equally noteworthy are other export-
related measures. The recognition of 
qualifying cross-border transactions 
within the same legal entity as exports, 
the inclusion of specified performance-
based services within the export frame-
work and alignment of foreign exchange 
realization requirements with Foreign 
Exchange Management Act regulations 
should reduce friction in cross-border 
business models. At a time when India 
seeks deeper integration into global 
value chains and an expanded export 
footprint, their significance extends well 
beyond tax administration.

Streamlined compliance: Another 
clear signal is the GST system’s shift 
towards technology-led compliance. 
Greater automation of registrations, 
amendments and cancellations, 

together with stronger invoice manage-
ment and correction mechanisms, 
points to a maturing GST ecosystem. 
Rather than subjecting all taxpayers to 
uniform scrutiny, authorities can rely 
on data analytics and invoice matching 
to identify genuine areas of risk.

For micro, small and medium enter-
prises (MSMEs), compliance costs often 
represent a disproportionately high 
burden. Simplifying routine interac-
tions with the tax system reduces 
administrative overheads, improves 
productivity and encourages deeper 
participation in formal supply chains.

Reduced litigation and greater trust: 
Higher prosecution thresholds, the 
decriminalization of routine offences 
and the removal of GST officers’ power 
to make arrests directly reflect a more 
mature approach to tax administration. 
An effective tax system must clearly dis-
tinguish between deliberate fraud and 
genuine interpretational differences.

The proposal to standardize adjudica-
tion processes is particularly welcome. 
For businesses operating across multi-
ple states, greater consistency in tax 
administration can raise certainty and 
reduce the cost of dispute management.

The bigger picture: Taken together, 
these reforms mark an important shift 
in GST’s evolution—from an implemen-
tation-focused regime to a platform for 
optimization and economic enable-
ment. Lower embedded tax costs, 
improved liquidity and greater cer-
tainty can support fresh investment, 
accelerate capacity expansion and stim-
ulate job creation. As businesses get 
more efficient, a share of these gains 
would flow to consumers through bet-
ter pricing, wider choice and improved 
service delivery. Some misses include 
the non-removal of penalties for bona 
fide mistakes and protection of buyer 
credit rights in cases of supplier 
defaults. These reforms could define 
GST’s next decade—in which the sys-
tem not only collects revenue efficiently 
but supports investment, enterprise 
growth and consumption. 

T
he 57th Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) Council meeting may well 
be remembered for transforming 

GST from a tax reform to a broader 
growth enabler. The first phase of GST 
focused on creating a unified market 
and stabilizing revenues. The second on 
rate rationalization. The latest reforms 
aim at something more fundamental: 
improving the efficiency with which 
capital flows through the economy. 

Viewed collectively, these steps align 
with the vision of GST as a key pillar in 
India’s journey towards Viksit Bharat—
an economy where businesses can oper-
ate with greater certainty, deploy capi-
tal productively and scale without 
avoidable administrative friction. 

The reforms represent a shift from 
protecting revenue through restrictions 
to protecting revenue through trans-
parency, technology and trust.

The GST credit chain restored: For 
years, industry has argued that GST 
paid on legitimate business expenditure 
should not become a permanent cost. 
The expansion of credit eligibility 
across outdoor catering, health and life 
insurance, telecom towers, pipelines 
laid outside factory premises, free sam-
ples and expired goods moves GST 
closer to its original design as a destina-
tion-based consumption tax.

Importantly, the reform signals a 
more pragmatic interpretation of “per-
sonal consumption” by recognizing that 

India can expect capital to flow more efficiently and give businesses the competitiveness they need

Why I have changed my views about political anarchy
Manu Joseph

A
 little short of a decade after the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
replaced India’s complex system 
of indirect taxes in July 2017, 
GST is finally on its way to 
becoming what was long hoped 

for: a ‘good and simple tax.’ The latest set of 
reforms marks the completion of a GST make-
over that began a year ago, when a simplified 
three-tier rate structure was introduced, with 
lower rates for many categories, some of which 
have seen welcome revivals in market offtake. 
But here’s the surprise: The biggest change, 
or rather the promise of one, came not from 
last week’s GST Council meeting per se, but 
from outside of it: from what finance minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman called the “faceless 
approach” to tax payments along the lines 
India adopted for income tax. The same reform 
in the administration of GST would be a far-
reaching change, one enabled by technology 
advances coupled with the procedural changes 
announced by this tax system’s apex body of 
Union and state representatives.

The latter amount to a sweeping recast of 
India’s indirect tax structure. The power of tax 
officials to arrest people will be scrapped, while 
compliance and input tax credit (ITC) claims 
will be eased. After last year’s rate cuts, the 
effective GST rate on all goods and services has 
fallen to 10.8% from 11.8%, a reduction that has 
doubtless played a part in keeping retail prices 
under check. Together with procedural fixes, 
99% of the system’s issues have been resolved, 
according to Sitharaman. As Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said, the focus is clear: “Faster 
decisions. Lower compliance costs. Automated 
refunds. Trust-based administration.” The 
broad aim is to ease GST processes and hence 

compliance. While the regime has matured and 
revenues have stabilized—its gross mop-up 
grew about 15% to over ₹2 trillion in Septem-
ber—it had gained too much complexity along 
the way. For several businesses, choke-points 
included capital blocked in ITC dues; from now 
on, faster refunds can spell cost relief, even as 
wider ITC eligibility does the same for some 
supply chains. Crucially, dispute resolution is 
to be reformed, with the axeing of notices 
issued in cases where the tax involved is under 
₹10,000 and decision to withdraw these in 1.2 
million ongoing cases. Separately, the limit for 
prosecution will be raised to ₹5 crore, five times 
the old cap. Likewise, in a system where close 
to 200,000 taxpayers fall under different juris-
dictions, efforts must be made to contain tax 
harassment. Thus, in a bid to reduce highway 
truck stoppages, officials in states other than 
the origin and destination of cargo will no 
longer be able to intercept vehicles.

As reported, the Council referred two issues 
to a Committee of Officers for review and a 
report within three months. The first involves 
ITC protection for genuine buyers who hold 
proper invoices of full payment for goods 
received, but may find credits denied for a 
default further back in the supply chain. This 
too must be seen in the context of a key benefit 
of a ‘value-added tax’ like GST—that of ending 
the cost bloat of one levy piled atop another. 
The second issue is related. It involves tighter 
reconciliation of tax liabilities and ITC across 
GST returns, covering ways to fix discrepancies 
between different GST-return filing forms. The 
overall message: India’s tax policy is giving eco-
nomic efficiency top priority. For our economy 
to be globally competitive on cost, the value of 
this cannot be overstated. 

GST: A good and simple 
tax is now within reach 

Almost a decade after India adopted GST, significant reforms are underway. The procedural 

changes approved by the Council could go a long way towards realizing its economic promise 
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listed company.
Reported listing valuations

suggest that they would also
be more valuable than nine
out of 10 listed firms. The pro-
posed valuation of the listed
firms was compared with the
market capitalization of 3,894
firms as of the end of the last
fiscal year. 

Mint has reported that BSE
is seeking to sell shares at a
price that will value the firm at
Rs4,367 crore and that NSE
was seeking to sell shares at a
price that will value the firm at
Rs45,000 crore. At these valu-
ations, BSE will be worth more
than 93.19% of the listed firms
under consideration, while
NSE will be worth more than
98.91% of firms. See Page 9

F
rom humble beginnings,
BSE Ltd has grown to
become one of India’s

most profitable firms today. Its
younger rival NSE has had an
even more meteoric rise,
eclipsing the older giant over
the past two decades. 

Today, both BSE and NSE
are larger than most of the
firms listed on them in terms
of sales and profits. An analysis
of listed companies shows that
the gap has widened over the
last decade. BSE had net sales
of Rs616.19 crore in 2015-16.
NSE earned Rs2,353.94 in net
sales in the same period. These
numbers put BSE at four times
the net sales of the median
listed company. NSE’s sales
are 16 times that of the median

How Julian 
Assange 
turned 
WikiLeaks 
into Donald 
Trump’s 
best friend

bit.ly/2dIodZ5

BY AMI SHAH

ami.s@livemint.com····································································································································································································································································································································································································································································································
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E
arnings growth
in Indian firms
for the Septem-
ber quarter is
likely to acceler-

ate on the back of improving
consumption, low commodity
prices and the low base of the
previous year, said equity ana-
lysts. State-owned banks, min-
ers, cement makers and con-
sumer product manufacturers
are expected to show the high-
est profit growth. 

A good monsoon after two
successive years of drought,
coupled with a pay hike for
government employees, will
see the consumption theme
play out in earnings growth for
the rest of this financial year,
said analysts. Crisil Ratings, for
instance, has forecast that bet-
ter rural incomes will give a
0.9 percentage point push to
private consumption growth,
which is projected at 8.3% for
the current financial year. 

Kotak Institutional Equities
forecasts net profit of Sensex
firms to grow by 4% from a
year ago in the September
quarter, better than the 0.99%
pace seen in the three months
to June. It sees net sales rising
3.7% compared with 1.5% in
the June quarter. So far this
financial year, the Sensex has
risen 10.81% to 28,082.34
points. It is currently trading at
18.06 times one-year forward
earnings, suggesting that the
markets are expecting an

acceleration in growth.
The rise in consumption is

expected to benefit makers of
consumer products foremost,
because of pent-up demand
which remained unfulfilled in
the past couple of years. This is
seen in the sales volumes of
products such as two-wheel-
ers, cars and air conditioners.
Passenger vehicle sales, for
instance, grew some 18% from
a year ago in the September
quarter and that of scooters
and motorcycles, 20%.

“In the second quarter, we
expect sectors focused on
urban and rural consumption
such as automobiles and retail,
along with pharmaceuticals
and IT services, to record dou-
ble-digit revenue growth,”
said Prasad Koparkar, senior
director, corporate ratings, at
Crisil. Crisil expects sales to
grow 7% for the universe of
360 companies it tracks.

Low commodity prices,
which means cheaper raw
materials, will also help the

operating margins of manu-
facturers. The average quar-
terly price of Brent crude
dropped 18.43% from a year
ago and the Bloomberg Com-
modity index declined 7.47%.

The third boost will come
from the low base of the previ-
ous year. Motilal Oswal, for
instance, projects profits to
grow 11.8% for the 170-odd
companies it tracks. In the
September 2015 quarter, these
firms had reported a profit
decline of 3.9%.

The biggest kick to profits
comes from the oil sector,
which has benefited from pro-
duction increases and better
refining margins when com-
pared with the year ago.
Excluding oil firms, profit
growth is lower. Edelweiss
Securities Ltd projects non-oil
companies to grow profits at
6% compared with 13% for all
the companies it tracks .

The low base of the previous
year is also expected to boost
the earnings of state-owned

Consumption growth 
may boost earnings 
State-owned banks, miners, cement makers and consumer product 

manufacturers are expected to show the highest profit growth

Mint reported on 15 Sep-
tember that Uber had started
to divert to India a significant
portion of the $1 billion invest-
ment it had originally planned
in China. It also plans to
increase the size of the team at

its Bengaluru engineering
centre. 

While Uber will continue to
subsidize every ride it offers
commuters in India, the larger
focus is on customization of
product offerings and technol-
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U
ber Technologies Inc.
wants to launch ride-
hailing services for

buses and mini-vans under a
new service named Uber
Everything, as it continues to
step on the pedal in India. 

“The next big innovation
that the company plans to
introduce is Uber Pool in buses
and mini-vans,” said a person
directly familiar with the
Indian plans of the world’s
most valuable start-up.

A spokesperson for Uber’s
Indian operations did not
respond to an email seeking
comment. 

India, added the person who

asked not to be identified, has
become more important to
Uber after the company
merged its Chinese operations
with that of local rival Didi
Chuxing Technology Co. 

India poses diverse “mobil-
ity challenges”, this person
said, and “will drive Uber’s
innovations” on account of
that. 

Uber has experimented
with new services in the
mobility space in the past. The
most popular of these is Uber-
Hop, which functions pretty
much like a scheduled bus ser-
vice. 

The company has piloted
this in several markets.

The few details that are
known of the service Uber
wants to try out in India sug-
gest it will be similar. UberHop

offers scheduled services  with
designated pick-up and drop-
off points for a flat fee.  

The pooled ride-sharing
service for buses will start life
as a pilot and be overseen by
Uber’s India technical centre
in Bangalore.

Like its ride-sharing taxi
service, the move is likely to
pose a challenge for local
administrations that currently
regulate both private and
state-owned bus services that
offer rides within cities. 

A second person familiar
with Uber’s plans in India said
the bus service is part of the
ride-sharing company’s global
initiative, also called Uber
Everything, which aims to
offer rides on anything that
ferries people from Point A to
Point B. 

ogies in India. These will then
be evaluated to determine if
they can be used in other Uber
markets.

In a September interview,
Uber India head Amit Jain said
that the company managed to
introduce payment by cash in
India, a first for Uber globally.
UberMoto, which it launched
in Bengaluru and subse-
quently in Gurgaon, enabling
users to tap a button and get a
motorbike ride in minutes,
was introduced in Jakarta last
week. The next big customiza-
tion is “dial an Uber”.

Uber engineers in India are
working to overcome prob-
lems posed in areas with low or
no data network where a
driver may not be able to
respond to calls, Jain said in
the interview.

Uber plans bus and mini-van ride shares in India

India has become more important to Uber after it merged its 

Chinese operations with that of local rival Didi Chuxing.
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C
omments made by
Banks Board Bureau
chairman Vinod Rai on

Tuesday have fuelled specula-
tion about a possible merger of
two large state-run banks. 

Preliminary talks around
merging two large Mumbai-
based public sector banks in
the next fiscal had started, Rai
told Reuters in an interview.

Rai said the merger would
only take place after the banks
have successfully managed to
rid their books of all bad loans.

“Once that consolidation
has taken place, in the second
phase, we will put a weaker,
smaller bank into this merged
entity,” he said.

Rai’s comments echo the
government’s plan to reduce
the number of banks. Besides,
SBI is in the process of merg-
ing five associate banks and
Bharatiya Mahila Bank with
itself.   See Page 6

Rai points to 
merger of  two 
state-run banks
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I
ndia is not in a hurry to con-
sider China’s  proposal of a
free trade area among

BRICS nations, but the five
emerging economies will sign
an agreement at their upcom-
ing Goa summit for better cus-
toms cooperation with an eye
on reducing non-tariff barri-
ers. 

BRICS comprises the five
emerging economies of Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Africa.

China’s ministry of com-
merce (MoC) on Sunday said a
free trade area would be a “sig-
nificant form of cooperation”
between BRICS nations, the
state-run China Daily
reported. 

MoC spokesperson Shen
Danyang said at a press brief-
ing that by setting up a free
trade area, BRICS nations
would be able to remove tariff
and non-tariff barriers, give
play to their comparative
advantages and advance trade
and investment liberalization
among them.

India’s commerce minister

Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Monday that she is not aware
of any such proposal. 

BRICS trade ministers will
meet in New Delhi on Thurs-
day ahead of the 8th BRICS
Summit meeting in Goa on
Saturday and Sunday to dis-
cuss global economic trends
and their influence on BRICS
trade and investment.

A commerce ministry offi-
cial said on condition of ano-
nymity that agreements on
developing a portal for small
and medium enterprises as
well as one on non-tariff meas-
ures are expected to be signed
in Goa. “A BRICS portal on
non-tariff measures will be
developed. This is meant to
encourage better understand-
ing of non-tariff measures of
each country among export-
ers,” the official said. 

Another agreement on
cooperation in e-commerce,
which will lead to information
exchange in the area, may also
be signed.

The official said the minis-
try’s proposal to come out with
a travel card for easier visas for
businessmen and tourists
among BRICS nations was a
non-starter as the Union home
ministry is not very keen on it,

given security considerations.
BRICS members make up

43% of the world’s population,
account for  30% of the world’s
gross domestic product and
17% of world trade. 

BRICS exports to the rest of
the world amounted to $3.48
trillion in 2014. Between 2006
and 2015, intra-BRICS trade
increased 163%, from $93 bil-
lion to $244 billion. 

The acronym BRIC was first
used in 2001 by Goldman
Sachs in its Global Economics
Paper, Building Better Global
Economic BRICs, projecting
that Brazil, Russia, India and
China would be among the
world’s largest economies in
the next 50 years or so.

As a formal grouping, BRIC
started after a meeting of the
leaders of Russia, India and
China in St. Petersburg on the
margins of the G-8 Outreach
Summit in 2006. The group-
ing was formalized during the
first meeting of BRIC foreign
ministers on the margins of
the UN General Assembly in
New York in 2006. 

It was agreed to expand
BRIC into BRICS with the
inclusion of South Africa at the
BRIC foreign ministers meet-
ing in New York in 2010.

BRICS members to sign pact 
to reduce non-tariff barriers

S
amsung Electronics Co.
Ltd scrapped its flagship
Galaxy Note 7 smart-

phone on Tuesday less than
two months after its launch,
dealing a huge blow to its rep-
utation and outlook after fail-
ing to resolve safety concerns.

Samsung announced the
recall of 2.5 million Note 7s in
early September following
numerous reports of the
phones catching fire and on
Tuesday it finally pulled the
plug on the $882 device in
what could be one of the cost-
liest product safety failures in
tech history. The decision to
scrap the Note 7 came after
fresh reports of fires in
replacement devices
prompted new warnings from
regulators, phone carriers and
airlines, and raises doubts
about the firm’s quality con-
trol. “(We) have decided to
halt production and sales of
the Galaxy Note 7 in order to
consider our consumers’
safety first and foremost,” the
South Korean firm said in a fil-
ing to the Seoul stock
exchange.  See Page 8

Samsung kills 
Note 7 over  
fire concerns

Why it’s a good time for 
stock exchange IPOs

A
fter RBI’s 29 Septem-
ber notification on
publishing photo-

graphs of wilful defaulters,
banks may not be able to name
and shame defaulting borrow-
ers as indiscriminately as
before. But that doesn’t stop
them from employing innova-
tive ways to compel borrowers
to repay loans. Emotional
pleas are the latest in a series
of measures.  See Page 9

Banks trying 
innovative ways 
to recover loans 

The Sponsored Investor 
Education Initiative on Page 
7 is the equivalent of a 
paid-for advertisement, and 
no Mint journalists were 
involved in creating it. 
Readers would do well to 
treat it as an advertisement.

NOTE TO READERS

CORPORATECORPORATE

Five things to watch Five things to watch 
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Jack Dorsey rallies Twitter Jack Dorsey rallies Twitter 
staff around ‘live’ strategystaff around ‘live’ strategy uuP8P8

Source: CB Insights, CrunchbaseCompiled by Arushi Chopra and Sadhana Chathurvedula

The 10 Indian unicorns

Valuation ($ bn)

1

1

1.1

1.4

1.5

1.5

4.83

5

Unicorn—a start-up valued at $1 billion or more—has become a 
buzzword among venture capital and private equity investors. Some 
177 companies across the world have won the tag. Only in August did 
India get its 10th unicorn when Hike Ltd, which runs the messaging app 
Hike Messenger, raised $175 million, largely from Chinese Internet giant 
Tencent Holdings Ltd and Foxconn Technology Group of Taiwan, at a 
valuation of $1.4 billion. Here is a look at the Indian unicorns, their 
valuation and the year they made it to the list.
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Company Industry
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banks and metal and cement
firms. Lower interest rates are
expected to drive higher trea-
sury gains and demand for
retail loans, but higher provi-
sioning could still play spoil-
sport for banks.

“Some sectors with
depressed earnings growth in
past 2 years, namely metals,
capital goods and cement, are
now showing traction in earn-
ings,” said Edelweiss Securi-
ties.

The key takeaway, accord-
ing to Motilal Oswal, is that
cyclicals (auto and metal firms,
for instance) will take up the
baton from defensives (tech-
nology, pharma) to drive earn-
ings in the September quarter
and the second half of 2016-17.
It added it expects a shift in
earnings drivers, with the
share of domestic cyclicals in
earnings expected to hit a
30-quarter high of 40%.

Technology firms have
been pegged as laggards this
quarter. 

Growth drivers

Source: Brokerage reports, Crisil Research*Ex-banks and �nancial services and oil and gas **For Sep quarter; sample size may vary 

Year-on-year change, in % Year-on-year change, in %

Analysts expect higher sales and net pro�t growth at Indian 
companies in the September quarter.

June  September 

Sales Net pro�t

Crisil

Motilal 
Oswal

Kotak Institutional
Equities

Emkay

                       7

1.7

          4

                         7.6

                      5

-2.6

 NA

                          6

NA

    1.1

        2

     1.4

NA

                                                 11.8

                                                                15.3

                         6

360

180

180

150*

(actual)

Quarter

Sample 
size**

(estimates)
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Indian players with the ICC trophy for the No. 1 Test team after winning the series against New 

Zealand in Indore on Tuesday. India completed a comprehensive demolition of New Zealand, 

winning the third Test by a massive 321 runs within four days, completing a 3-0 whitewash. PTI

We can fight over what 
the taxation levels should be, 

but the tax system should 
be very, very simple 

and not distortionary.

Adam Davidson

is a journalist, novelist and 

screenwriter. His latest book is 

‘Why the Poor Don’t Kill Us.’

PTI

as they were meant to. They no longer seem 
independent, and are no match for political 
power. There are three broad reasons for this. 

One is that in the new world, because of 
changing technology, old sources of influ-
ence steeped in old values have collapsed. For 
instance, a newspaper like The New York 

Times could influence the 
birth or death of a US gov-
ernment. Now it can barely 
kill a film. The same old 
world had created theories 
for how a head of state 
should be. A US president 
had to have one wife, no 
affairs and not spy on his 
rivals. India too had theo-
ries. Even as the Bharatiya 
Janata Party rose to power 
and showed that the Indian 
middle class believed in 
everything it believed in, it 
needed a moderate face as 

PM candidate. Some of these ideas were per-
haps truths of their times; some were just bad 
but influential theories. Today, a lot of this 
has collapsed. Donald Trump, for example, 
has shown that he can be the opposite of the 
idea of a perfect president and yet be 
extremely popular. As ordinary people take 

sumed would always be made of people from 
‘good families’—powerful intellectuals and 
bureaucrats who would rein in mass heroes. 
That is what institutions do, stripped of polite 
language—they  counter the actions of an 
average person. The judiciary, civil servants, 
media, free arts and even gangs of industrial-
ists were meant to put pres-
sure on politicians or influ-
ence their voters. 

Also, human nature itself 
was supposed to control the 
power of government. Bod-
ies like the Election Com-
mission would be inde-
pendent through the force 
of self-interest. For it was in 
the interest of all political 
parties for it to be inde-
pendent. Free speech in 
India itself emerged not 
from the holy book of a 
constitution as comedians 
appear to believe, but from electoral poli-
tics—when politicians threw mud at each 
other and the media joyfully reported it.

In another time,with so many safeguards 
against the tyranny of the masses, any anar-
chy that lacked the humility to ask for votes 
was just anarchy. Now institutions don’t work 

At one time, 

protestors 

could be asked 

to contest polls. 

The world has 

changed a lot 

since then

The latest goods and services tax 
reforms could spur GDP growth 

Sameer Gupta & 
Jayashree Parthasarathy
are, respectively, national tax leader and 

tax partner, EY India.
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F
or much of India’s development journey, 
economic disadvantage was relatively 
easy to see. A household without electric-
ity, a toilet or clean cooking fuel, with few 
consumer durables and little connectivity, 
was likely to occupy the lower reaches of 

the economic ladder. Material deprivation and 
economic deprivation often travelled together. 
That made what a household possessed, or lacked, 
a useful indicator of how it was doing.

That India is disappearing remarkably quickly. 
Over the past two decades, Indian households have 
undergone an extraordinary material transforma-
tion. Our household data shows electricity access 
rising from 75% in 2004-05 to an estimated 99% in 
2025-26. Toilet access has increased from 52.9% 
to 95%, Liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) or piped 
natural gas (PNG) from 32.3% to 85% and tap water 
from just 19.4% to 80%. Refrigerator ownership 
has risen from 18.5% to an estimated 65% while air- 
conditioner ownership, almost negligible at 1.2% 
two decades ago, has reached 21.1%. Mobile 
phones, present in only 16.1% of households in 
2004-05, are now almost ubiquitous.

These are not cosmetic changes in consump-
tion. They represent a profound improvement in 
everyday life. Development has entered the Indian 
household, its kitchen and bathroom, communica-
tions, mobility and comfort. Yet, beneath this 
transformation lies a less visible change: the face of 
disadvantage has changed faster than the structure 
of disadvantage.

Financial security illustrates the distinction. In 
2004-05, only 26% of households reported posi-
tive savings. By 2025-26, our latest estimates put 
the proportion at 93.2%. But 18.9% of households 
still have what we call negative financial head-
room. Financial headroom is simply the income 
remaining after meeting routine and other house-
hold expenditure commitments. Negative head-
room means that current income is insufficient to 
cover these outflows.

We use an even stricter test of joint financial 
security. A household must have both positive 
reported savings and non-negative financial head-
room. On this measure, 75.3% of households 
qualify in 2025-26. Turn the number around and 
its significance becomes clearer. Nearly one house-
hold in four still fails this two-part financial secu-
rity test in an India where 99% have electricity and 
95% have toilets.

This is not a contradiction. It tells us how India’s 
development challenge is changing. The disadvan-
taged household of the past was often deprived of 
several dimensions simultaneously. Low income 
tended to co-exist with inadequate sanitation, 
traditional cooking fuel, few assets and weak con-
nectivity. Material deprivation, therefore, carried 
considerable information on economic position. 

Today’s households may have electricity, toilets, 
LPG, a refrigerator, smartphones and perhaps a two 
wheeler, yet operate with little financial margin. A 
job loss, illness, crop failure, interruption to a small 
business or major family expense can reveal a vul-
nerability that is hard to infer from its possessions.

Covid made this distinction unusually visible. 
Negative headroom jumped from 17.2% in 2015-16 
to 40.6% in 2020-21, while joint financial security 
fell from 73.5% to 48.2%. Covid should not be 
treated as a normal point on India’s development 
trajectory. It was an exceptional disruption. But 
that makes it a useful stress test. Electricity con-
nections, toilets, LPG cylinders, refrigerators and 
mobile phones did not disappear when income 
was disrupted. The shock exposed the difference 
between what a household had accumulated and 
what it could financially withstand.

The longer-term picture is more encouraging. 
Mean annual household income has risen from 
around ₹65,000 in 2004-05 to an estimated 
₹3.36 lakh in 2025-26. The distribution has 
changed as well. The bottom 30% of households 
increased their share of income from 8.7% to an 
estimated 11.3%, while the middle 50%, those 
between the 30th and 80th percentiles, now 
account for an estimated 47.3%, against 38.6% two 
decades ago. The country’s Gini coefficient, a 
measure of inequality, declined from 0.469 to an 
estimated 0.392. India has, therefore, not merely 
accumulated amenities and appliances. House-
hold prosperity has broadened too.

Paradoxically, this success creates the next 
policy challenge. When an amenity is scarce, its 

absence is highly informative. When electricity 
reaches 99% of households and toilets 95%, their 
presence tells us progressively less about which 
household is financially secure and which remains 
vulnerable. Yesterday’s markers of deprivation do 
not become unimportant. Sanitation, clean cook-
ing fuel, water, housing and connectivity remain 
essential components of well-being. But as access 
spreads, they become less capable on their own of 
distinguishing economic security from fragility.

This matters for the design of social protection, 
and particularly for thinking about graduation 
from welfare. A household should not necessarily 
be considered secure merely because it has crossed 
an income threshold or acquired a prescribed set 
of amenities. It may have escaped visible depriva-
tion without acquiring sufficient financial resil-
ience to withstand a setback. Equally, continuing 
to identify vulnerability principally through yes-
terday’s material deficits risks missing households 
whose circumstances have improved visibly but 
whose economic foundations remain fragile.

India’s next household transition, therefore, 
requires a richer idea of progress. The journey is 
increasingly from deprivation to capability, from 
capability to financial security, and ultimately from 
financial security to resilience. Each is an achieve-
ment, but they are not the same achievement.

India has succeeded in making much of its old 
deprivation less visible because much of that 
deprivation has genuinely receded. The task now 
is to recognize what has replaced it. The household 
that may need protection increasingly does not 
look vulnerable today.

India’s vulnerable no longer look 
the way we tend to picture them

Markers of deprivation have transformed over time and this has implications for how India identifies and supports its needy
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T
he economist Robert Solow’s famous 
1987 adage about the computer age—
it can be seen everywhere except the 

productivity statistics—also applies to gen-
erative artificial intelligence (AI).

The IT revolution did make workers 
more efficient globally, especially after the 
internet spawned entirely new business 
models. The changes, however, arrived in 
waves, long after the initial investments. 
They were hard to measure in real time. 

Something similar is going on now. In less 
than four years since the first large language 
model was released, annual AI investment 
is approaching $1 trillion. Yet, where is the 
evidence that firms using AI are getting 
more juice out of their human resources, 
leading to economy-wide gains?

A recent paper by Alex Blumenfeld at the 
University of California, Berkeley, with 
Jonathon Hazell at the London School of 
Economics and two other economists, has 
tried to fill the gap by putting a number on 
one crucial area where AI is having the 
most impact: software engineering.

Suppose there are two e-commerce plat-
forms, but only one is redesigning its app so 
that Claude or ChatGPT agents can shop as 
effortlessly as humans. Before long, its job 
listings will be seeking more software devel-
opers skilled at using AI to complete pro-
jects faster than was previously possible.

Stock markets already have some sense of 
which firms are making the best use of AI. 
As the tech advances, investors will increas-
ingly price the expected gains into the 
shares of those best placed to profit from it. 

The researchers compare firms’ stock 
returns with an AI Index, with other factors 
constant, then examine how the returns 
vary with spending on programmers’ pay. 
The result was striking: Between November 
2022 and December 2025, AI raised the 
market’s estimate of the present value of 
software-engineering productivity by the 
equivalent of a permanent 32.6% increase.

To arrive at their findings, Blumenfeld et 
al studied companies ranging from online 
marketplaces like eBay to electronics firms 
and travel platforms like Airbnb. What they 
have in common is that software engineer-
ing is key to their businesses, rather than 
being the product itself. To differentiate 
AI’s effect on productivity, the researchers 
excluded software companies and firms in 
the semiconductor supply chain.

The same pattern appears to hold true 
for some of Asia’s biggest consumer com-
panies. I ran a back-of-the-envelope test, 
measuring the sensitivity of the US-listed 
shares of Sony, Coupang and Grab to the 
Robo Global Artificial Intelligence Index, 

and comparing the result against their soft-
ware engineering exposure. Without 
access to payroll data, I used the share of 
software-related vacancies on company 
careers pages as a proxy. Think of it as a 
peek under the hood. A statistical investi-
gation into AI’s productivity gains across 
Asian companies will need a much broader 
sample than three handpicked ones. Still, 
the trio offers a suggestive glimpse. 

Coupang is South Korea’s answer to 
Amazon; Grab is a Southeast Asian super-
app. Sony, a global powerhouse spanning 
hardware, gaming and Hollywood, defies 
easy analysis. My model excluded a senior 
technical program manager for PlayStation 
from the ranks of coders. Yet, the job 
description says the role touches every 
phase of the software-development life 
cycle. Such cases suggest Sony’s actual 
exposure to software engineering may be 
considerably higher than my 12% estimate.

Glitches like this may help explain why 
we keep underestimating AI’s productivity 
gains. Improvements will emerge in roles 
and corners of firms that no one is watching 
closely. By the time they become obvious, 
businesses may already be operating very 
differently. Even my crude exercise points 
in the same direction as the more rigorous 
Blumenfeld study: Software development is 
where the efficiency story is unfolding first. 

The same effect should, in theory, be vis-
ible at Chinese tech giants. Alibaba illus-
trates why it can be hard to spot. The com-
pany’s shares move sharply to everything 
from US semiconductor export restrictions 
to competition in cloud computing from 
rivals such as ByteDance’s Douyin, distort-
ing the stock’s relationship with the AI 
index. But failure to isolate productivity 
gains doesn’t mean that they don’t exist.

“Software is eating the world,” Marc 
Andreessen wrote in 2011. He was right. 
Technology and tech-adjacent companies 
now account for roughly 95% of the market 
capitalization of the world’s 10 largest busi-
nesses. But software itself is undergoing 
another revolution. Until now, every line of 
code had to be written by a human. No 
longer. “When agents write 90% of the 
code, engineers can literally do 10 times as 
much,” Andreessen noted recently.

Official stats may not have caught up yet, 
but stock prices and job ads suggest the pro-
ductivity boom has begun. ©BLOOMBERG

The AI productivity boom has 
begun: just follow the software

Stock markets are figuring out which listed companies are gaining

AI is ‘eating’ the world, as Marc Andreessen 

said software would. BLOOMBERG
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mented on the ground in time to help export-
ers meet those requirements. 

The 2024-25 budget announced a six-
month comprehensive review of India’s cus-
toms-duty structure with the aim of simpli-
fying and rationalizing it, eliminating duty 
inversion, reducing disputes and facilitating 
export-led trade. Some of the problems that 
the review was meant to address remain.

Imports from FTA partners, for example, 
may enter India at preferential or zero duty, 
while goods supplied by a special economic 
zone (SEZ) to the domestic tariff area face 
applicable customs duties. Where the tariff 
treatment does not adequately recognize 
value addition within the SEZ, production 
may face an unintended disadvantage.

FTAs require an even more systematic fol-
low-through. Which agencies are the nodal 
points for discussing implementation with 
partner countries? What is being done to 
map skill gaps and increase exports of skilled 
workers? How ready are firms to meet new 
sustainability rules? How are the proposed 
mutual recognition agreements progress-
ing? Each chapter of an FTA has commit-
ments and areas for cooperation that need to 
be translated into an implementation plan. 

Geopolitical risks are beyond our control. 
Avoidable uncertainty at home is not.

rose from 9.7% of GDP in 2000-01 to almost 
17% in 2011-12. A turn towards protectionism 
over the past decade has left India a larger 
economy without proportionate success at 
selling goods abroad. Merchandise exports 
were about 11.4% of GDP in 2025-26.

Merchandise exports must recover. The 
timing is not ideal. India cannot reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz. Nor can New Delhi deter-
mine what tariff the Trump administration 
in the US might impose next. Much of that 
uncertainty facing exporters is beyond the 
government’s control.

Trade-policy uncertainty doesn’t emerge 
only from headline tariffs. It is also created 
by ministry and regulatory decisions that 
affect exports.

A tariff concession negotiated in a free 
trade agreement (FTA) may be undermined 
by a compliance requirement. A quality-
control order or customs duty may change 
the economics of a key imported input. A 
budget announcement may remain on 
paper because the administrative follow-up 
gets lost between ministries.

In 2014, the Narendra Modi government 
abolished the Cabinet Committee on WTO 
Matters. It may be time to revive the Trade 
and Economic Relations Committee that 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh consti-

F
or years, macroeconomic policymakers 
had a settled view of India’s external 
financing strategy. A current-account 

deficit could be financed by capital inflows, 
principally foreign direct investment and 
portfolio investment. The flows could 
change in composition and timing or prove 
inconvenient, but they were a dependable 
source of dollars beyond doubt.

The past two years have seen a structural 
break. India’s current-account deficit has 
remained well behaved. But capital inflows 
have not been sufficient. This has put pres-
sure on the rupee. The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has had to search for dollars, including 
through expensive measures to attract sub-
sidized foreign-currency deposits from non-
residents, which are no substitute for a 
dependable source. Their costs will ulti-
mately fall on Indian savers, borrowers and 
taxpayers.

As the world becomes a less reliable source 
of capital, India’s export earnings must rise.

RBI’s data show that merchandise exports 

India needs to make its trade policy more predictable
Puja Mehra & Arpita Mukherjee Quality control orders (QCOs), intended 

to raise standards, can act as non-tariff barri-
ers. The 2026-27 budget announced their 
rationalization. In June, the Department for 
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade 
notified the Transition Facilitation (Quality 
Control) Order, 2026, offering an alternative 

compliance mechanism for 
some QCOs. The task force 
could discuss whether fur-
ther changes are needed 
and how the process can be 
made predictable across 
products and ministries.

There is a similar case for 
countervailing duties. 
They may be justified in 
particular cases, but a more 
systematic framework 
would make the policy less 
unpredictable for domestic 
producers and importers.

The task is not only to 
address current trade barriers, but to antici-
pate future ones. Indian exporters will 
increasingly face environmental, labour and 
other sustainability audit requirements in 
key markets like the EU and UK. Domestic 
measures such as the four labour codes and 
Bharat Trade Net will matter only if imple-

tuted in 2005. Chaired by the PM, the forum 
brought together India’s finance, commerce 
and external affairs ministers, senior eco-
nomic officials and the national security 
advisor to coordinate the country’s external 
economic policy.

The prime minister’s office plays a similar 
role in other areas. Trade 
policy needs the same 
attention to ensure that 
trade-related budget deci-
sions taken by the govern-
ment and the follow-up 
needed to turn FTA com-
mitments into export 
opportunities do not get 
lost in government 
machinery.

India’s Foreign Trade 
Policy of 2023 broke with 
the conventional five-year 
cycle without clarifying 
when the next compre-
hensive policy would be due. It also set a $2 
trillion export goal for 2030. The govern-
ment has since announced a $1 trillion 
export goal for 2026-27. Exporters need 
clarity on how these targets fit into the policy 
framework and the Export Promotion Mis-
sion, which has an outlay of ₹25,060 crore. 

Geopolitical 

uncertainty is 

beyond the 

Centre’s control 

but it still has 

many ways to 

boost exports

are, respectively, senior fellow 
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Insurance penetration in India has 
seen only marginal improvement 
over the past decade with growth 
driven by higher premium intensity 
among existing customers rather 
than broader insurance adoption

Marginal Improvement  
In Insurance Penetration

2015 2020 2025
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TIMES BUSINESS Inadequate life cover 
often falls short 
of replacing lost 

income and meeting 
long-term financial 

commitments. 
Meanwhile, over 40 

crore individuals, 
India’s missing 

middle, continue to 
lack adequate health 

protection

The gap is not a coverage gap. It is a 
rupee gap – the unprotected share of 
the risk itself

Life/ mortality 
protection

Health 
protection

Residential property 
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Nat-cat exposure
(Emerging Asia)

87%
73%

97%
93%

% of economic risk left unprotected

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI | MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2026

New Delhi: The income tax
department has detected mas-
sive evasion by restaurants,
which may be of  the order of
over Rs 25,000 crore.

Just based on data from
Swiggy and Zomato, the eva-
sion is pegged at Rs 7,500 crore
as 8,000 restaurants have got
TDS mentioned against them
but have not bothered to file
returns. The data is based on
an analysis of  data for four ye-
ars from 2021-22 to 2024-25. Da-
ta for the last financial year is
not yet available.

In 2024-25 alone, these res-
taurants raked in close to Rs
2,700 crore of  revenue for
which tax of  Rs 25 crore or so
has been deducted. Every ti-
me you order food on one of
the food delivery apps, 0.1% of
the bill amount is deducted as

tax (TDS), which used to be 1%
in the initial years. Since TDS
does not apply to dine-in cus-
tomers, which typically gene-
rate three-to-four times the re-
venue of  what an eatery earns
from food delivery, the reve-
nue for the restaurants is a

multiple of  what is shown via
TDS through food delivery
apps. Over the four years star-
ting 2021-22, govt has collected
close to Rs 75 crore in TDS,
with the number of  such res-
taurants rising 65% during
this period.

Authorities are looking to
start a new drive to get restau-
rants and eateries to pay taxes
that are due to govt. In recent
years, the income tax depart-
ment has relied on its “nudge
campaign”, using data for a
targeted campaign, to get tho-
se under-reporting or concea-
ling income to pay up and then
act against defaulters.

Restaurants have been fo-
und to be suppressing income
in the past too and were one of
the most vocal opponents of
GST when it kicked in. Last
year, an exercise covering ne-
arly 1.8 lakh restaurants sho-

wed that they were under-re-
porting income by 30-35% on
average. Tax authorities sur-
veyed 70-odd and wrote to over
60,000 of  them asking to pay
up. As reported by TOI on
March 9, the tax department
estimated under-reporting of
Rs 70,000 crore in the case of
bills vanishing from cloud-ba-
sed system. Besides, apart
from cash, payments were ro-
uted through accounts of  wai-
ters and workers to suppress
income of  restaurants. The
move has led to some improve-
ment in compliance but not
significantly.

Now, the exercise is even
more foolproof  with tax aut-
horities even identifying res-
taurants, most of  which have
income of  Rs 2-5 crore across
major cities. The numbers are
obviously larger in the metros
and bigger cities.

Accesses TDS Data From Swiggy, Zomato, Finds Non-Payment

I-T dept estimates ̀̀ 25k cr
tax evasion by restaurants
Sidhartha@timesofindia.com
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Mumbai: Forex dealers ex-
pect a gap opening in the ru-
pee-dollar exchange rate, with
the domestic unit likely to re-
cord its sharpest gain in re-
cent times. However, there is
also a looming market freeze,
with RBI’s aggressive anti-
speculation measures risking
paralysis of  legitimate mar-
ket-making, choking inter-
bank liquidity and inadver-
tently penalising genuine cor-
porate hedgers.

Oil companies, normally
the market’s largest daily dol-
lar buyers, will source dollars
through RBI’s special window,
while stricter documentation
rules could slow other com-
mercial purchases. Meanwhi-
le, RBI’s dollar sales and ex-
pectations of  rupee apprecia-
tion may prompt holders to
sell dollars, adding to down-
ward pressure on the dollar.

“While the weekend mea-
sures will support the rupee in
the immediate term, liquidity
in the forex market could dry
up very quickly. Desks need
substantial operational clari-
ty from RBI before they have

the confidence to quote two-
way prices again,” said Ash-
hish Vaidya, head of  treasury
at DBS Bank.

RBI’s new 20% Foreign Ex-
change Risk Reserve (FERR)
means selling forex derivati-
ves to an importer client now
forces the bank to lock up 20%
interest-free cash with RBI.
Because dealers do not yet
know how or when this reser-
ve will be debited, they cannot

accurately price their trades.
One area where clarity is

sought is cross-currency
swaps, such as those used to
hedge external commercial
borrowings (ECBs), or cou-
pon-only and principal-only
swap structures.

In a foreign currency bor-
rowing swap, repaying the lo-
an principal is a capital-acco-
unt transaction, exempt from
the 20% reserve. However, pa-
ying periodic interest on the
loan is a current-account
transaction. 

The question before banks
is: “If  an Indian company bu-
ys forward dollars to hedge its
upcoming loan interest, does
the lending bank have to park
20% cash with RBI on just the
interest portion or on the enti-
re swap contract?”

Locking up 20% in idle
cash with the central bank
carries an opportunity cost of
roughly 6.5% to 7% in lost in-
terest. Banks will pass this di-

rect cost on to corporates thro-
ugh steep swap spreads, ma-
king standard hedging uneco-
nomical for genuine
borrowers.

Importers who prudently
locked in forward contracts or
currency futures to cover up-
coming import bills are “long”
on the dollar, meaning they ga-
in if  the dollar rises and incur
paper losses if  the rupee
strengthens. If  the rupee sud-
denly surges by more than Rs 1
against the US dollar, these
long-dollar positions could in-
cur substantial mark-to-mar-
ket (MTM) losses, which the
importers would have to cover.

“Slashing the threshold
from $100 million to $5 million
for derivative transactions
without underlying merchant
transactions creates an admi-
nistrative headache. Instead,
it would have been cleaner to
simply draw a line between re-
tail and wholesale market par-
ticipants,” said a dealer.

RBI measures: Re to gain sharply
but forex liquidity likely to dry up

Mayur.Shetty

@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru:TCS CEO K Krit-
hivasan said green cards ha-
ve never been a key part of
the company’s workforce
strategy, as it has significant-
ly reduced permanent resi-
dency applications for H-1B
employees and stepped up lo-
cal hiring in US. The compa-
ny said the US suspension of
green card processing would
not fundamentally alter its ta-
lent management approach.

“In the last few years,
what Sudeep (CHRO) and his
team have been applying for
is a single-digit kind of  green
card permanent residency,”
Krithivasan said.

TCS has been increasing
local hiring in US, where lo-
cally hired employees now ac-
count for 50% of  its workfor-
ce. The company plans to hire
another 15,000 people in the
country over the next five ye-
ars. TCS had around 11,000
H-1B employees in its 30,000-
strong US workforce.

TCS said its model invol-
ves employees travelling
from India to work on client
projects in the US for two to
three years before returning.
“There is a continuous move-

ment of  talent between onsite
and offshore,” Krithivasan
said. TCS said fresher hiring
would continue to be driven
by demand rather than a fix-
ed target of  40,000. The com-
pany onboarded 10,000 fres-
hers in the Sept quarter, com-
pared with 14,000 in the prece-
ding quarter. 

It has also increased its in-
take of  AI-native talent from
Indian universities by 50% as
it builds capabilities for AI-
led technology services. “We
have increased intake by 50%
because we find very good
success in them being very
natural. They’re building
great credibility with our
customers and able to deliver
outstanding results,” TCS
chief  human resources offi-
cer Sudeep Kunnumal said.

TCS added 4,258 employe-

es during the quarter, taking
its headcount to 5.9 lakh.

The company’s annuali-
sed AI revenue crossed $3.1
billion, accounting for more
than 10% of  overall revenue.
Krithivasan said TCS was se-
eing a new category of  deals,
including those with Porsche
and Best Buy, in which it
helps clients rethink their
operating models as AI
changes business require-
ments. “We are not looking at
it as acquisition of  revenue or
protecting revenue. These
are two new classes of  deals
where we help the customers
transform them fully,” he sa-
id, adding that the objective
was to help clients become AI-
first enterprises.

TCS expects AI-led oppor-
tunities to offset productivi-
ty-driven deflation in tradi-
tional technology services,
though a stronger net growth
contribution could take time.
Krithivasan estimated a six-
quarter to three-year horizon
for the balance to shift more
decisively.

Technology spending co-
uld remain flat or see a slight
increase as clients invest in
AI, technology modernisa-
tion and business operations,
he said. 

Green cards not key to
workforce strategy: TCS 

Shilpa.Phadnis

@timesofindia.com In the last few 
years, what Sudeep 

(CHRO) and his team have 
been applying for is a 
single-digit kind of 
green card  
permanent  
residency

K Krithivasan |  
ceo, tcs

New Delhi: India’s smartp-
hone market is expected to
witness a 12% decline in sa-
les (by volumes) this festive
season, even as the overall
market value is projected to
grow 5%, reflecting a shift to-
wards pricier devices and
longer replacement cycles,
according to Counterpoint
Research.

Rising memory costs ha-
ve pushed up smartphone
prices, prompting consu-
mers to defer purchases or
increasingly rely on finan-
cing and trade-in offers to up-
grade their devices. The fes-
tive season, which typically
accounts for a significant
share of  annual smartphone

sales, is expected to be driven
more by replacement de-
mand than first-time buyers.

“The key challenge this
festive season will be the size
of  the active consumer po-
ol,” said Tarun Pathak, rese-
arch director at Counterpo-
int Research. Higher
smartphone prices, he said,
are likely to keep many con-
sumers on the sidelines,
with discretionary upgrades
being deferred and purcha-
ses increasingly driven by
replacement needs.

The trend is also reflected
in device trade-ins, which
are emerging as an impor-
tant driver of  premium
smartphone purchases.

“This festive season is
shaping up as an upgrade se-
ason more than a first-pur-

chase season. Fewer people
are buying a phone for the
first time, but the ones who
are buying are moving up,”
said Sreevathsa Prabhakar,
founder and CEO of  Servify.

Servify, which handles
over 3 lakh device trade-ins
annually, said trade-in volu-
mes in Oct and Nov are typi-

cally around 50% higher
than in regular months.

Prabhakar said upgrades
in the Rs 60,000–1 lakh smartp-
hone segment are being dri-
ven largely by financing and
trade-ins. Demand for above
Rs 1 lakh, including foldable
smartphones, is largely co-
ming from existing premium
users upgrading their devices
every 12–24 months.

Trade-in demand is also
expanding beyond metros in-
to Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities, sug-
gesting that premiumisation
is spreading to smaller mar-
kets.The shift towards ex-
pensive smartphones is si-
multaneously boosting de-
mand for device protection.
Servify said premium
smartphones have 30–40%
higher protection attach ra-
tes than mid-range devices,
with protection increasingly
bundled with financing and
upgrade plans.

With rising component
costs limiting manufactu-
rers’ ability to offer deep dis-
counts, attractive exchange
values, easy financing and as-
sured buyback programmes
are expected to play a crucial
role in driving festive sales.

Festive phone mkt set to shrink in volume
Aabhas.Sharma

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Foreign investors
have withdrawn Rs 44,166 cro-
re from Indian equities so far
in Oct, bringing the total out-
flows this year to more than Rs
3 lakh crore as elevated crude
oil prices, a firmer US dollar
and higher US bond yields we-
igh on investor sentiment. Al-
so, the AI-led rally in North
Asian markets attracts higher
foreign capital. 

The latest outflows follow
a net withdrawal of  Rs 35,861
crore in Sept. Before this, fore-
ign portfolio investors (FPIs)
had invested Rs 20,200 crore in
Indian equities in July and Rs
29,631 crore in Aug, data from
the NSDL showed. With the la-
test selling, FPI withdrawals
from Indian equities in 2026
have reached Rs 3 lakh crore,
significantly higher than the
Rs 1.7 lakh crore recorded du-
ring the entire 2025, the data
noted. VK Vijayakumar, chief
investment strategist at Geo-
jit Investments, said massive
FPI selling was the primary
reason for the Indian market’s
underperformance this year,
with the Nifty delivering ne-
gative returns of  13.9% year-
to-date in 2026. 

Meanwhile, major quar-
terly earnings from compani-
es like Wipro and HCL Tech,
along with inflation figures,
global trends, and crude oil
price movements, will drive
stock market movement this
week, analysts said. Market
investors will also watch fore-
ign investor trading activity,
rupee movement, US Treasu-
ry yields, and geopolitical de-
velopments. AGENCIES

FPIs pull out
`̀44k cr in Oct,
outflows in ’26

cross ̀̀ 3L cr

Why Are SIPS In Equity MFs Struggling?
SIP helps investors buy at different market levels, but it does not 
protect them from a fall in equity markets. Nifty is down roughly 13% 
from Sept-end 2024. If several earlier SIP installments were invested 
when stock prices and valuations were higher, a subsequent correction 
can pull the value of the accumulated units below the total amount 
invested, resulting in low or even negative returns.  

Are Negative Returns A Cause For Worry?
Negative SIP returns over shorter periods need not by themselves be 
a reason to stop investing. Equity markets can go through periods of 
correction or weak returns, and SIP instalments invested closer to 
market peaks can remain in the red until markets recover. However, 
investors should not assume that every poorly performing SIP will 
automatically recover simply because they continue investing. They 
need to distinguish between weak returns caused by a broader market 
correction and underperformance specific to the fund.

What Should Your SIP Strategy Be Now?
Investors with long-term goals should not stop an SIP merely because 
markets have fallen or recent returns have turned negative. In fact, a 
falling NAV allows every subsequent SIP instalment to purchase more 
units. If markets eventually recover, these units bought at lower prices 
can help bring down the investor’s average purchase cost. However, 
continuing a SIP and increasing a SIP are two different decisions. 
Investors should not necessarily increase their SIPs simply because 
markets have fallen. Increasing the investment may make sense if they 
have additional savings, need to step up investments to meet a 
financial goal, or if a market decline has pushed their equity allocation 
below their desired asset allocation.

Are SIPS Useful 
Only For Equity 
Schemes?
No. SIP is simply a method 
of investing a fixed amount 
at regular intervals 
and can be used across 
different categories of 
mutual funds. While SIPs 
are commonly associated 
with equity funds because 
investors use them to 
gradually build long-term 
equity exposure and deal 
with market volatility, they 
can also be used to invest 
regularly in hybrid. The 
relevance of rupee-cost 
averaging, however, can 
differ across asset classes. 
It tends to be more visible 
in volatile assets such as 
equities, where NAVs can 
fluctuate significantly and 
the same SIP amount can 
buy substantially different 
numbers of units at 
different market levels.

 — prashant mahesh

SIPs In The Red: Should 

You Stop, Continue Or 

Increase Investment?
IN THE 
CLASSROOM

TOI

Systematic 
Investment Plans 

(SIPs) are meant to 
help investors ride 
out market volatility, 
but the prolonged 
weakness in equities 
has gradually pushed 
returns into the red. 
Here’s a look at how 
investors should 
approach SIPs 

Goyal backs global growth push for 
Indian startups; Gajwani flags AI gap

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: Commerce and 
industry minister Piyush 
Goyal called on Indian start-
ups to look beyond the do-
mestic market and expand 
overseas, offering govt fund-
ing to showcase them at in-
ternational exhibitions and 
conferences. He said a sus-
tained three-to-five-year 
push could help startups tap 
new markets and attract in-
vestors. Goyal also argued 
that tighter H-1B visa access 
could benefit India by retain-
ing talent and bringing more 
work to the country’s global 
capability centres.

“We are willing to fund 
whatever it takes to take 
our startups to the rest of  
the world,” Goyal said at 
the ET Startup Awards 2026 
in Bengaluru on Friday. 
“Let’s get out of  the cozy 
comfort of  the large Indian 
opportunity or Indian mar-
ket. Let us think of  going 
global,” he added.

Times Internet chair-
man Satyan Gajwani 
flagged India’s lag in artifi-
cial intelligence, saying the 
country needs deeper re-
search, greater computing 
power and patient capital 
to close the gap with the US 
and China.

“As the US and China 
race ahead in artificial in-
telligence, India’s progress 
has been slower than it 
should be,” Gajwani said.

He also added that In-

dia is witnessing a ma-
turing startup ecosystem, 
with founders increasing-
ly focused on deep, propri-
etary technology. Citing 
the launch of  Skyroot Aer-
ospace’s Vikram-1 rocket, 
he said the achievement 
signalled the growing ca-
pabilities of  Indian start-
ups in deep tech. “Indian 
startups are now build-
ing semiconductor chips, 
AI robotics, clean energy 
technologies and new ma-
terials while investors 
are shaping funds willing 
to wait longer for these 
companies to mature,” Ga-
jwani said.

He attributed this shift 
to entrepreneurial ambi-
tion, founders turning in-
vestors and govt support. 
“This maturing of  the In-
dian startup ecosystem, 
this energy and this au-
dacity, founders paying it 
forward as investors, the 
structural backing by the 
state — they’ve all come 
together thanks to a lot of  
advocacy and championing 
by many of  our leaders,” he 
said. India has grown from 
a few hundred recognised 
startups to more than 2.5 
lakh, creating close to 25 
lakh jobs, Gajwani added.

Moderating a panel on 
India’s deep tech ambi-
tions, Accel India founding 
partner Prashanth Prakash 
said building such compa-
nies required infrastruc-

ture and regulatory chang-
es beyond those needed for 
conventional software busi-
nesses. “To build deep tech 
we need all these enabling 
elements that were not re-
quired for just a software 
company,” he said.

Agrani Labs cofounder 
and CEO Dheemanth Na-
garaj, whose company is 
developing AI GPUs for 
data centres, said Indian 
products had to compete 
globally on quality. “There 
is no space for building a 
substandard product at a 
lower cost,” he said. Govt 
could help create a market 

by becoming a first custom-
er, he added.

Spacetech firm Pixxel 
cofounder and CTO Kshitij 
Khandelwal said reforms 
had eased satellite licens-
ing, but setting up manu-
facturing facilities re-
mained challenging. “The 
issues that we have faced 
mostly are local in nature,” 
he said.

BrainSight AI cofounder 
and CEO Laina Emmanuel 
said mapping brain func-
tion requires complex sci-
ence and significant com-
puting power. “It’s hard 
science, it’s hard tech, it’s 
hard market building for 
us,” she said.

At a panel on the jour-
ney to listing, Meesho CEO 
Vidit Aatrey recalled re-
tired investors at the com-
pany’s first annual general 
meeting, telling him they 
were investing savings 
accumulated over their 
lifetimes. “Now you are re-
sponsible for their money, 
and you have to behave dif-
ferently,” he said.

Groww CEO Lalit Kes-
hre said the listing strength-
ened the connection be-
tween the company and 
its users, many of  whom 
also became shareholders. 
The company continued to 
pursue its long-term goals 
through regular reviews. 
“The philosophy is that you 
think long term, but you ex-
ecute short term.”

WINNERS OF  
THE ET STARTUP 
AWARDS 2026

  Startup of the Year: 
Groww

  Midas Touch: Manu 
Chandra, Sauce VC

  Woman Ahead: Pallavi 
Mohadikar (Palmonas) 
and Pallavi Shrivastava 
(Progcap)

  Top Innovator: 
Theranautilus

  Bootstrap Champ: 
Habuild

  Comeback Kid: 
Mukund Jha, Emergent

  Best on Campus: 
Armatrix

  Social Enterprise: 
Varaha

(L to R) Anshul Agrawal and Saurabh Bothra of Habuild; Ayush Ranjan, Prateesh Awasthi 
and Vishrant Dave of Armatrix; Mukund Jha of Emergent; Manu Chandra of Sauce; Pallavi 
Mohadikar of Palmonas; Pallavi Shrivastava of Progcap; commerce minister Piyush Goyal; 
Times Internet chairman Satyan Gajwani; ETSA juror Aryaman Vikram Birla of Aditya Birla 
Group; Lalit Keshre and Ishan Bansal of Groww; Peddi Shanmukh Srinivas, Ambarish 
Ghosh and Debayan Dasgupta of Theranautilus; and Trishala Bothra of Habuild

Founders Seek 
Patient Capital 
As Deep-Tech 

Ambitions Grow

Bengaluru: Infosys said the
US Department of  Labor’s su-
spension of  new and pending
applications under the Per-
manent Labor Certification
(PERM) programme for certa-
in companies, including the
IT services major, is unlikely
to have a material impact on
its operations.

In a statement to the stock
exchanges, the company said
it was aware of  the decision
and welcomed the opportuni-
ty to work with the Depart-
ment of  Labor and other govt
agencies to address any ques-
tions they may have.

“We do not anticipate the
announcement of  such su-
spension to have a material
impact on the organisation,”
Infosys said.

The company said it had
invested in building a strong
local workforce and technolo-
gy and innovation hubs in the
US. It reiterated its commit-
ment to employees, clients
and communities in the co-
untry, as well as to complying
with all applicable laws and
regulations.

Infosys plays
down impact

of PERM
suspension

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

VALUE TO GROW

Locking up 20% in
idle cash with the
central bank carries
an opportunity cost
of roughly 6.5% to
7% in lost interest



– SAMUEL BECKETT, Waiting for Godot

Nothing happens, nobody comes, 
nobody goes, it’s awful!

CONTRAPUNTO

T
he special theory of  relativity was
a moment of  epiphany for Albert
Einstein. He imagined what would

happen if  he could run fast enough to
catch up to a beam of  light. This revealed
a deep contradiction in the physics of  
his era and changed how humanity 
understands time and space. Just 
imagining being alongside a beam of
light led to one of  the greatest discoveries.
A ray of  light that enlightened entire
mankind.

Light. One of  the most mysterious
entities, it has baffled scientists, 
philosophers, poets, and thinkers for
centuries. It remains an enigma, almost
a metaphysical conundrum for Physics.

Max Planck, widely regarded as 
the father of  quantum theory, was 
investigating black-body radiation to
understand how the spectrum of  radiation
emitted by a heated body varies with
temperature. When existing theories
failed to explain experimental observa-
tions, Planck introduced a revolutionary
idea: energy could be emitted or absorbed

in discrete packets, or quanta, rather
than continuously. This breakthrough,
announced in 1900, laid the foundation
for quantum physics.

This unravelled an entirely new
understanding of  the subatomic realm.
Exploring the properties and mysteries
of  light has provided rich dividends for
the entire scientific community.

Sunlight, the benefactor of  life,
powers photosynthesis through
chlorophyll. It is a natural,
eternal source of  energy
that sustains life on this
planet. The photon surely
must be more than just a
Bosonic subatomic particle.

This year’s Nobel Prize
in Medicine was given to a
group of  scientists for their
work in optogenetics, a 
biological technique used to
manipulate the activity of
neurons or other cells with light.

Peter Hegemann and Georg
Nagel discovered a unique
protein, channelrhodopsin, in a
single-celled alga. Karl 

the wave function. Could interaction
between photons and a cognitive apparatus
trigger this collapse of  the wave function?
This collapse remains an enigma in
quantumphysics. Advait Vedanta
postulatesexperiencing the underlying
undifferentiated singularity that unites
the triputi, trinity, of  observer, observed
and observation as a state of  realisation.

Tukaram, in a famous composition,
equates the merging of  this trilogy with
enlightenment: Sandili triputi, deep ujala
ghati – triad fell away; the lamp within
vessel was illuminated. The trinity of
observer, observed and observation
sublimates, instantly illuminating the
light of  realisation. Could the photon
create an illusion of  observation? Is that
what our scriptures mean by maya?

A massless particle that sustains life,
eliminates darkness, triggers genes, and
is simultaneously a wave and a particle. A
particle that collapses the wave function.
A particle that might even cast a spell of
an illusory universe. A particle that will
forever intrigue, stimulate, perhaps
never reveal its true nature.

The writer is a consultant neurosurgeon

Deisseroth transformed the protein into 
alight-controlled switch for nerve cells.
This discovery has opened new frontiers
and laid the foundation of  a new era in
neuroscience. Receptors that are activated
by light triggering genetic activity in
neuronal cells and networks.

The photon is the fundamental
particle of  light, named after the

Greek word phôs, meaning ‘light’.
The photon is the quantum, or

smallest possible unit, of  light.
This quaint particle is known
to alter its behaviour
depending on whether it is
being observed. The modified
double-slit experiment has
unambiguously proven this

fact and stunned physicists.A photon
that is conscious.

This is perhaps what Saint 
Dnaneshwar alluded to when he
proclaimed that every particle of  
this universe is a manifestation of
intelligent consciousness. Observa-
tion is untenable without the medium
of  light. And quantum physics 
mandates an observer for collapse of

A Photon That Is Conscious
Deepak Ranade
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nti-SIR and anti-CEC protests, seen in many parts of  the 
country, are distinctly spotlighted in the capital for now. It
was a chaotic disaster here on Saturday, much calmer on

Sunday, and today is a new day. What is clear is that the CEC-SIR 
affair will continue to draw protesters back, whether led by INDIA
bloc, CJP, or some other group. Any anxiety that froths up as a 
nationwide conversation, will, to paraphrase Shakespeare, round
about the Delhi cauldron go, at some point. We can even call this
tradition. Obviously then, the capital’s authorities should take
this all in their stride.

How far from this was the case on Oct 10, is what drew a special 
Supreme Court sitting yesterday. Every direction it gave, reflected
something gone wrong. Run metro and rail normally, let people 
and traffic move freely in the city, let the internet be, don’t do 

illegal detentions. Of  course,
exceptions are allowed for
maintaining law and order.
But that shouldn’t include
willy-nilly dragging protes-
ters, lawyers, journalists,
doctors, bystanders, or flyers
into detention, all across
Delhi. Paris has more metro
stations than Delhi. It shut
down only six for Oct 6, for 

a protest more than 56,000 strong. Delhi led with 57, reducing 
the number to 45 when SC reminded it of  proportionality. Of  
course, other trains, buses, and private transport were also 
widely disrupted.

Protest sites in a capital, like Place de la République in Paris and
National Mall in Washington DC, carry extra weight precisely
because that’s where governance is physically concentrated. If  the
idea was to stop people amassing at Jantar Mantar, the “multiple
Jantar Mantars” response showed protesters will find a way. NCR
is the largest metropolitan economy in India. Its vulnerability to
bandhs, whether imposed by others or govt, is something that 
should have been fixed long ago. Now, two things should no longer
be delayed. Supreme Court’s directions on Sunday should be 
honoured, for the next protest, and the next, and so on. And, as the
court said on Friday, an alternative, hospitable protest site must be
designated soonest possible.

Let Delhi Function
Supreme Court’s directions must be enforced,

authorities must learn to accommodate protests

I sighed and looked up from the book I was reading, as my Eve
entered the Garden of  Eden. “You’ve read every one of  his 
books, but have you ever wondered why your favourite author
didn’t ever write an entire novel based in India?” Kamala 
asked pointedly, as she offered me an apple. 

Once I enter Archer mode, like Arjun, I am fully focused on
the target of  finishing what I have started. Still, I kept my book aside, because I
had A Quiver Full of  Arrows to counter the accusation at hand. He always had
India in mind when he wrote. It’s his Best Kept Secret, just think carefully. 

Kane and Abel is basically about brothers who fight each other constantly
all their life. What could be more Indian? Our nepotism debate, likewise, can be
explained in terms of  the principle of  First Among Equals. 

And even those who don’t believe in either the caste system or reservation,
would agree that over the centuries some people have been A Prisoner of  Birth.

Every trip that has involved roads with potholes, unending 
traffic jams, or delays at airports, has made one wish that one could
travel As the Crow Flies. 

My son now entered the discussion because he is Next In Line. He
wanted to know if  he could borrow some money from me. He also knew exactly
where I kept my wallet. It was Hidden in Plain Sight. And so, To Cut a Long 
Story Short, he helped himself  to what he needed – Not a Penny More, Not a 
Penny Less. 

Moral policing of  women makes every beti feel like The Prodigal Daughter.
Communal conflict makes every beta wonder if  this cycle of  An Eye for an Eye
will ever end. We depend on The Fourth Estate to tell us what is actually happe-
ning, because the pen is Mightier Than the Sword. Meanwhile, our elected 
representatives Turn a Blind Eye to real issues. Corruption and theft even in 
sacred places make one wonder where Honour Among Thieves has gone. 

Even when crime is proved Beyond Reasonable Doubt, there is often A Twist
in the Tale. Before the criminal can even start writing A Prison Diary, he is out
on bail or parole. Only Time Will Tell whether we are all following only The 
Eleventh Commandment – Thou shalt not get caught!

The Plot Thickens

Anil Abraham

Guess what was Jeffrey Archer’s best-kept 
secret? It hits close to home

It isn’t clear exactly what Delhi police
hoped to achieve on Oct 10, with their
aggressive arrests, and cordoning of
the Jantar Mantar protest site. Such
moves are always counter-productive
in a democracy. And while Supreme

Court, even before the protest started, questioned the
wisdom of  trying to squash a fly with a hammer, the reality
is that this group cannot be called a fly anymore.

One is not implying that there is widespread
support for the call to oust CEC Gyanesh Kumar.
But it’s supported by a wide range of  opposition
parties, and external actors are also in play. The
multiple protests, thus, look unlikely to fade
away quietly.

Govt is looking at a stark choice. It can 
either cave in, as it did in July when education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan resigned, 
after CJP and opposition parties demanded his
exit for failing to prevent NEET paper leaks. 
Or, it can resort to even more aggressive 
policing, with all possible negative consequences
to follow.

If  the latter choice is exercised, there is no
win-win, only lose-lose-lose-lose. Govt will 
definitely face intense pushback from a section
of  the population, protesters could face 
injuries,and longer periods of  incarceration if
violence breaks out, police will also face 
intense mental and physical tension, and India
will enter fresh political and social turmoil 
just when larger challenges confront it globally
and internally.

The underlying problem is not unique to 
India. We are seeing violent student protests in
France. Spanish govt has called an early vote 
after failing to reach an austerity agreement. In US,
recent years have seen the Black Lives Matter protest,
plus Trump’s supporters rioting at Capitol Hill to reject
his last election loss. In UK, pressures for greater 
autonomy to Northern Ireland, Wales and Scotland 
are growing.

Even autocracies are calm only on the surface. No
one knows what is really cooking in countries like 
Russia and North Korea, even China. Because economic
challenges bring tough choices to every country. 
Autocracies’ surface calm may, however, convince many

of  the elites in electoral democracies that repression is
the only way to address their problems. Chaos almost
always results in citizens looking for alternatives that
are potentially worse.

In India, there is no lack of  legitimate causes for 
people to be upset with their govts, be they of  BJP or
Congress or any other opposition party. A Left coalition
has just been ousted in Kerala, an entrenched Trinamool
in Bengal, and a freebie-happy DMK in Tamil Nadu. In
2024, a cocky BJP got its own comeuppance when voters
downsized it in Lok Sabha. No party can consider itself

immune from voter disenchantment. Or from aggressive
street mobilisation on various pretexts.

Bitter reality is that nor can any political party or
combination of  parties solve citizens’ most significant
problems right away. Think about creating well-paying
jobs. Or dealing with the energy and food shortages 
created by others’ wars. Or delivering gender justice.
Or solving the cost of  living crisis faced by the bottom
half  of  the population.

Solving each one of  these problems will take at least
a decade of  purposeful action, by multiple players and
institutions. But the electoral cycle in most democracies

is simply too short for politicians to address real issues.
Most of  them profess sab changa si (all is well) if  they
are in govt, or, if  they are challengers, claim that only
they have the ability to deliver the goods.

Both are false claims. Real solutions lie in compro-
mises and consensus, and even then things could go
wrong. CJP and opposition parties can demand the 
moon, but they don’t have any magic solution for the
pressing issues facing the country, either.

The current cause celebre is wrongful deletions 
under the special intensive revision (SIR) of  electoral

rolls. But let us be clear, nothing will be 
resolved by the current protests themselves, or
from attempts to contain these through police
or legal action. Even if  CEC resigns of  his own
volition, and Election Commission is reformed
in ways that all parties find acceptable, 
tomorrow’s electoralwinners will face the same
inability to remedy deeper problems in any one
electoral cycle.

So what exactly can govt do? More 
importantly, what exactly can any elected govt
anywhere in the world do to solve problems and
yet survive in politics? There are only three 
potential ways to do this within the bounds of
democratic norms.

� One is for politicians to remain engaged
with the people all the time, not just during
election time. They have to constantly explain
both the options and challenges before them –
locally, regionally, nationally. They also need
better strategies to deal with street power in the
social media age, where mobilisation is easy.

� Two, politicians have to mentally adjust
to the possibility that even if  they have 
delivered in some areas, they could still be 
ousted from govt by opposition politicians

using some other pain point to agitate the electorate.
Late 1970s are a case in point. Indira Gandhi swept the
south and lost badly in the north. Why did the south
think she did well, when the north was livid with her 
after the Emergency? Equally, how did the whole 
dynamics change once more in 1980, after just a few 
years of  incompetent coalition politics?

� Three, when protests erupt, govts should engage
protesters in talks. Even election victories provide only
breathing space. The problems will remain. In short,
govt has to take some hard calls sooner than later. One
just hopes this will not be an extension of  Oct 10.

R Jagannathan

Listen, Don’t Detain
Detention isn’t a smart way to deal with street protests. Govt should engage protesters. Plus, be aware

that protests are erupting in many democracies, partly because people feel ignored by govts between polls
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n yet another Trumpian twist, Trump’s sprung a sudden deal to
supply Russian diesel to America, ostensibly to bring down 
prices of  the fuel for Americans, and the world. But in doing so,

he has vindicated New Delhi. For months now, GOI has held firm in
its dealings with the Trump administration, refusing to massage
Trump’s ego or buckle under in trade negotiations. And that 
approach is proving to be the correct one with each passing day.
For, the only thing consistent about Trump is that he is inconsistent.
Even the diesel deal he has struck with Putin may be reversed after
the US midterm polls. Poor projections for Republicans, and his
senseless war with Iran, have pushed him into this position in the

first place.
So, Trump is looking for a temporary

way out, even as he has left the possibility
of  sanctions against India for purchasing
Russian oil hanging like Damocles’
sword. This is absurd – a country 
threatening others for buying Russian oil
is itself  purchasing diesel from Moscow.
Obviously, Washington has moved into a
post-logic space. And in doing so, as 
foreign minister Jaishankar remarked at
the recent Munich Leaders Meeting in

New Delhi, US has chosen to become a lonelier power. Thus, 
countries like India and other middle powers, have no choice but to
hold the line as long as Trump remains in office.

Hence, hedging emerges as a key strategic tool for middle 
powers. And GOI has demonstrated this ably with the hosting of
the recent Brics summit in New Delhi, that brought together 
multiple countries with opposing interests – like Iran and UAE.
Modi today is the only leader that can talk to Netanyahu, Pezeshkian,
Zelenskyy, Putin, Xi, and Trump without compromising on India’s
strategic autonomy. So, New Delhi certainly has the strategic 
capital to weather a fickle-minded Washington, and wait for a more
favourable turn.

Post-Logic White House
Trump’s diesel deal with Putin shows India’s right

to stand firm in dealings with Washington

Calvin & Hobbes

With Trump’s sudden deal with Putin to supply Russian
diesel to America, even as Washington threatens 
sanctions against India for purchasing Russian oil,
charges of  US hypocrisy are getting stronger. Stephen
Mull, former US lead coordinator for Iran nuclear 
implementation (Iran nuclear deal) spoke with 
Rudroneel Ghosh about the sudden development, and
the shifting strategic dynamics in West Asia.

� With Trump now doing a deal with Putin to import 
diesel, isn’t this blatant hypocrisy in light of US’s 
targeting of India for imports of Russian oil?

The sanctions do increase Trump’s leverage vis-à-vis
Putin. The Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning Russia and
Iran Act, which proposes up to 100% tariff  for importing
Russian oil – including on India – is of  a piece with that
strategy. However, how much Trump plans to apply that
will depend. India, for example, is not without its own

measures to counteract pressure from
US. This is relevant in terms of  diesel.
A lot of  the crude that India purchases
from Russia is refined into diesel,
which then is exported to US. So, India
also has levers to pull. And I think that
will feature very prominently in
Trump’s calculations about whether
to apply these sanctions. The threat of
sanctions though, has been proven to
be effective in helping to put pressure

on Russia, without having to actually apply the 
sanctions. But India certainly has options to respond in
case sanctions are imposed.

� How would you characterise India-US relations today?
There are obvious tensions around trade and India’s

purchase of  Russian oil. But at the strategic level, we
have a broad convergence of  interests with India, and
American Ambassador Gore, I think, is doing a good
job. He has Trump’s confidence and is an asset for
improving our relations. Our business cooperation is
very strong. Our military cooperation is getting stronger.

So, tariffs and sanctions get a lot of  attention, but they
are part of  a much broader, healthy relationship.

� You were in charge of implementing the Iran nuclear
deal in 2015. Where is the current Iran war heading?

The US-Iran relationship has been very troubled
since 1979. And while US certainly increased its conflict
with Iran with the launching of  the war in Feb, in other
aspects it is a continuation of  many issues that have 
been going on for decades – Iran supports Hamas, 
Hezbollah, Houthis who have been irritants in world 
security situations for very many years.

I think Trump administration has some important
decisions to make. Does it want to escalate even further
in the hopes of  removing the threat from the Islamic 
Republic, or is it willing to compromise? And what that
compromise will be very much remains to be seen. 
Iranian govt has indicated at various times they are
open to negotiations, but at other times they are not. So,
it is difficult to predict how things will end up. It will 
either be a dramatic escalation of  the US military 
effort, or US will basically look to settle this conflict 
according to terms that have yet to be determined. US is
very committed to freedom of  the seas – Strait of  Hormuz
should not be in control of  one country or another.

�Are you saying opening of Hormuz is something that US
will settle for to end this conflict?

It’s true that when Trump launched this war back 
in Feb, he had multiple reasons. But as this conflict 
has continued for more than six months, Trump’s 
immediate goals have been narrowed. For example,
Trump has been saying that Iran’s nuclear programme
has been significantly set back already. Ultimately, 
over the longer term, US would like to see the Iranian
nuclear programme under international supervision
and control. But that’s probably a not so important 
immediate goal. The most immediate goal is opening
up Hormuz to international traffic. And once that is 
secured, I think it will result in US stepping back from
military pressure.

� But previously we already had international supervision
over Iran’s nuclear programme with JCPOA.

The JCPOA (Iran nuclear deal) was working when I
was in the administration. It was a mistake for US to 
tear up the deal. So, it would be good if  we can get back
to an arrangement like that. Iran, of  course, is now
much more hardline. So, it will be much harder now to
achieve that kind of  settlement. But at the same time,
the Iranian economy is struggling. And that will act as a
source of  pressure on the Iranian govt to come to the 
negotiating table.

� Do you think the Iran and Russia-Ukraine war theatres
are converging? Also, is there a solution to the latter?

I think the Ukrainians have surprised the world –
certainly surprised Russia, with its degree of  resistance.
The conflict is homing in on five years, and Ukraine is
getting stronger and stronger, and getting more effective
in taking their campaign to Russia. I think we are at a
critical point with that war. Putin is widely reported to
be considering another round of  mobilisation, which
will be very unpopular in Russia, as the cost of  Russia’s
misadventure in Ukraine mounts. And I hope that will
impel Putin to finally take the negotiations seriously to
bring the conflict to an end.

‘India has options to respond to any US sanctions on Russia
oil…Trump will certainly take that into his calculations’

Thus,
photons
which
constitute a
ray of light
behave like

intelligent human beings: out of all
possible curves they always select
the one which will take them most
quickly to their goal.

Sacredspace

Max Planck

THE TIMES OF INDIA
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12, 202614 IN ALL POLITICS TRUTH IS OPTIONAL



On Saturday, GoI showcased administrative strength, and revea-

led political weakness — politics not confined to jousts between

parties, but in its more expansive form of  how an administration

engages with its citizenry. In turning various parts of  India’s capi-

tal city into veritable containment zones, the state let slip its inabi-

lity to handle critique and unwillingness to confront unscripted

tough questions. The argument of  ‘doing whatever was needed’ to

maintain law and order does not stick. Conflating extraordinary

precautions with a clampdown, followed by the police going on a

pick up-and-detain spree, makes for neither good governance nor

good optics. Both give off  malodorous whiffs of  something India

is not: a banana republic. The administration’s disregard for Su-

preme Court’s Oct 9 order to GoI regarding

not restricting metro and train services is

baffling. Which makes the court’s contempt

notice to the government and police offici-

als on Sunday particularly reassuring. The

violent detention of  Rajya Sabha MP John

Brittas by police on the same day also expo-

ses GoI’s peculiar insensitivity to handling

disagreement.

While it’s easy to lay the blame at the protesters’ door — ‘if  there

were no protests, life would have carried on merrily’ — neither

state nor government is an RWA uncle who finds Article 19(1)(b) of

the Indian Constitution, which guarantees all citizens the right to

assemble peaceably, to be an impediment in the way of  social or-

der. Denouncing a gathering to protest that has not been given per-

mission to protest exposes its own logical absurdity. In the pro-

cess, Saturday’s proceedings, ironically, have been amplified.

With Jantar Mantar, the city’s designated spot for such gathe-

rings, out of  bounds, protesters were practically — and, in many

cases, literally — pushed out to other parts of  Delhi. With deploy-

ment of  1-2 companies of  CAPF and Delhi Police, along with BSF

at the borders, to ‘handle’ protesters, the administration simulta-

neously displayed panic, and reduced the inherent asymmetry

between the state and its discontents.

Inhabitants of  a police state experience restrictions on mobility,

and freedom to express or communicate political or other views

that are subject to police monitoring or enforcement. On Saturday,

Delhi fulfilled these criteria through administrative high-han-

dedness and ham-handedness. One hopes that such a condition in

non-Emergency, democratic India is confined to that single day.

One Delhi Day
Of ‘Police State’

In financial markets, messages from policymakers often

carry more weight than the policy itself. RBI seems to have

forgotten that with its Friday night actions to contain volati-

lity in the forex market. It imposed restrictions on transac-

tions in forex trading, including derivatives, risk reserve

for transactions, and opened a special window for oil marke-

ting companies (OMCs) to pay for crude oil they purchase.

What confounds market participants is why RBI has chosen

to reach for crisis-era tools now. What has changed in less

than 72 hours since Sanjay Malhotra detailed the bank’s

monetary policy actions and its appro-

ach to the currency?

In the past few months, RBI conclu-

ded one of  the largest forex reserve ac-

cumulation exercises, through speci-

al FCNR(B) and ECB schemes. These

brought in about $140 bn and took re-

serves to record highs, though they ha-

ve come off  in the past few weeks. The state of  the forex

kitty and restrictions imposed on forex transactions don’t

square. Opening a special window for OMCs and banning

cancellation of  hedging contracts are measures associa-

ted with crisis conditions, not a few weeks after building

up record reserves. Such abrupt shifts risk confusing mar-

kets about RBI’s view of  the rupee’s underlying strength

and the pressures it faces.

Is there something RBI is seeing the rest of  the market

isn’t? At least, that’s what the market would conclude now.

The restrictions may have the desired impact, for now. But

the messaging will probably have the opposite effect.

What is RBI Seeing
That Markets Aren’t?
Bank’s forex fix raises more questions

Britain and India signing the land-
mark Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement (CETA) in July
went far beyond a signature. It was a
chance for opportunities to be bro-
ught to life between two thriving
economies.

Estimated to boost bilateral trade
by £25.5 bn (~`̀3.26 lakh cr) every
year by 2040, it’s a deal that’s good
for British and Indian businesses,
for consumers and for growth. Both
Britain and India are already star-
ting to feel the benefits, with nearly
£12 bn (~`̀1.53 lakh cr) worth of
trade and investment deals struck
since the agreement was signed,
supporting thousands of  jobs in
both countries.

This is just the beginning. India is
expected to become the third largest
global economy by 2031, and by 2050
is projected to be home to over a
quarter of  a billion high-income
consumers. This means there are

huge opportunities for both countri-
es in the years ahead. Consumers in
both countries are already enjoying
greater access to iconic products,
and we’ve already seen the first
shipment of  Scottish salmon arrive
in India tariff-free via Bakkafrost
Scotland.

Bilateral trade is rising. British
and Indian innovators are develo-
ping new technologies together with
Polymateria striking a deal on their
biodegradable milk pouches, now on
shelves nationwide across India.

Last year, UK-India Vision 2035 was
signed to revitalise an already
ambitious relationship, making it
future-focused and ready to unlock

our Indian colleagues.
These mayors commit to their

communities, and they want to
work with India to boost further
growth and achieve the full ambi-
tion of  our shared vision. That’s
exactly what Prime Minister Andy
Burnham wants to do. Because the
next chapter of  our international
trading relationship will not just be
written by national government,
but by mayors, businesses, univer-
sities, investors and innovators at
all levels.

We’ll also be linking companies
together on clean energy with Bri-
tish businesses uniquely placed to
support India’s transition to net zero
thanks to greater access provided by
our trade deal. In an uncertain
world, nothing is more important
than maintaining close ties. Our two
nations already share a deep cultu-
ral and historical relationship, not
least with almost 2 mn people of
Indian descent living in Britain.

Our economies are complementa-
ry, ambitions aligned, and commit-
ment to taking this partnership
further is as strong as ever. This visit
will only help us build on this mo-
mentum. The opportunity is now.

The writer is secretary of  state, Business,

Innovation, Science and Trade, UK

India-UK Gets Down to Business

In a premier league of their own

Jonathan Reynolds

the huge potential on offer. So, it’s
great to see this in action already.
This partnership will deliver
growth, security and opportunity
for people in all corners of  both
countries from Merseyside to Mum-
bai. And our relationship extends
far beyond trade.

For instance, the official opening of
University of  Liverpool’s Bengaluru
campus this week, giving Indian
students greater access to world-
class British degrees, with 10,000
students expected to be studying
there within 10 years. English Premi-
er League is having a fantastic
impact on community and grass-
roots football in India, with tens of
millions of  fans across the country.

But we know there’s more to do.
Ministries on both sides want work
with businesses, both in Britain and
India, to understand how we can
better support them to take advanta-
ge of  what’s on offer.

This deal was never the ceiling of
our ambitions with India. This
week sees 7 mayors from the North
of  England, along with myself  and
secretaries of  state for environ-
ment, food and rural affairs (Defra)
and Scotland, and a delegation of
over 100 businesses here in India.
It’s time to build new, exciting and
future-focused partnerships with

If It Quacks Like a
Duck, Notice Dekho
You’d think identifying a duck is relatively straightforward

business. If  it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and quacks

like a duck, the reasonable conclusion would be that it is a

duck. Well, no, not if  the notice states: This is not a duck. Re-

member, scuba divers also have webbed feet. Parliament has

bills, too. Caps of  accomplished people also bear feathers. So,

to hastily bestow duckhood to birds of  a feather can be a cun-

ning ploy. If  the competent authority has clarified the matter,

to persist in calling it a duck would be mischievous, irrespon-

sible and actionable.

A major combat operation is not necessarily a war. A water-

harvesting initiative doesn’t have to be a pothole. Entreprene-

urial freedom is not automatically being unemployed. Law

and order action needn’t be a crackdown. A duck, provided

the requisite notification has been gazetted, may well be a

swan or goose, coming as they all do from the Anatidae family.

The need to be precise lies in administrative efficiency. Geor-

ge Orwell imagined a state demanding that citizens disbelie-

ve their senses. He was right, and his tip should apply to all

forms of  hopping, skipping or jumping to conclusions. Un-

less officially verified, even an entity supposedly sure of  its

own nature doesn’t have the right to call itself  so. Meanwhile,

the genuine duck is most likely to be a quack.

Don’t jump to conclusions, it may
lead to untoward complications

JUST IN JEST

BRAHMA KUMARI SHIVANI

As we celebrate Navratri, we
worship the eight-armed God-
dess Shakti. The festival re-
minds us that we innately carry
eight spiritual powers. When
we awaken them, we meet every
challenge with strength.

Power to withdraw: Facing
difficult scenes, we stay untou-
ched by the negative vibrations
of  situations and people.

From it flows the power to let
go: Consciously releasing
burdens that weigh us down, we
welcome new ways of  thinking
and living.

Power to tolerate: People carry
insecurity, jealousy or hurt that
makes them behave wrongly.
They are not the cause of  our
pain; they are themselves in
pain. This understanding lets
us tolerate and nurture them.

Its partner, power to accept:
Accepting people and situa-
tions as they are doesn’t mean
we let them be; it means we
don’t deplete our energy in
judgement.

Power to discern: When we
cleanse our energy, we under-
stand people and situations as
they really are.

Power to decide: We refrain
from seeking approval. 

Power to face: It takes courage
to stand up for what is right.

Power to cooperate: We need
only to be ourselves, peaceful
and loving.

When we awaken these eight
powers, we overcome the 10
vices — the Ravan within —
and that is the true victory that
marks the spirit of  Dussehra.

The Art of
Leading
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As India and the US work towards a
trade agreement, the global econo-
my is undergoing profound chang-
es. Everywhere we look, norms that
have long governed commercial
operations and expectations —
especially in technology, trade and
energy — are being disrupted. For
India, emerging as one of  the
world’s leading engines of  growth,
these disruptions present a chal-
lenge, but also a great opportunity.

India’s economic growth rate over
the past decade — averaging more
than 6% — has far outpaced the
world. It has never been better
positioned to exert its growing
influence in markets and to help
reshape the global economy in ways
that spread prosperity, increase
stability and promote sustainability.
Doing that, however, will require
India to develop deeper connections
to capital markets in the US and
elsewhere. And to persuade the rest
of  the world that stronger connec-
tions with India will increasingly
serve their interests, too.

The good news is that India’s
leaders are working to do both. Over
the past year, they have pursued
new economic partnerships around
the world focused on manufac-
turing, energy, critical minerals
and other industries, including
technology. Nearly 1 in 5 iPhones is
now made in India. From smartpho-
nes to semiconductors, companies
are looking to India as a place to
manufacture and invest.

The energy industry offers a
particularly promising example.
As India’s economy has grown, so
has its demand for electricity,
spurring enormous investment in
clean power. Solar capacity has
grown nearly 20x, making India
the world’s 3rd largest renewable
market. That progress is attracting
international capital, creating
good paying jobs and strengthe-
ning India’s energy security.

Finance is another place where
even deeper connections can pay
dividends. India’s growing base of
individual investors is putting
more domestic savings into its
markets, creating more capital to
finance growth. At the same time,
GIFT City is opening new doors to
international investment, with
banking assets there already top-
ping $100 bn. Stronger connections
between domestic and global capi-
tal can help finance India’s next
phase of  growth.

India’s finance industry is also
benefitting from its educated work-
force and technological innovation.
Its homegrown digital payments
system now handles roughly half  of
the world’s real-time transactions,
and its AI industry is rapidly gro-
wing. Earlier this year, Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi brought leaders
from government, technology and
business to New Delhi for the AI
Impact Summit. The message was
clear: as AI reshapes the global
economy, India intends to help lead it.

Thanks to these and other develop-
ments, India’s exports hit a record
high last year while new trade
agreements are opening more
markets to Indian businesses,
including January’s landmark
agreement with the EU. And all this
success is built on a principle that is
too often overlooked, especially in
government cooperation.

I’ve always been a big believer in
closer collaboration between
government and business leaders.
Each has resources the other does
not, and each can deliver benefits
the other cannot. Too often, tho-
ugh, old assumptions get in the
way. The private sector views
government as an obstacle, rather
than a partner. Government views
the private sector as a subject,
rather than a partner.

The mission of  Bloomberg New
Economy Forum has always been to
break down those barriers and
build bridges across them. That is
one reason the Forum is being held
in New Delhi this week.

The goal is not to have people from
different industries and political
systems to agree on everything. It is
to better understand one another’s
priorities, build relationships and
find areas of  common interest
where cooperation is possible. At a
time when competition is intensify-
ing and sources of  economic power
are changing, that kind of  dialogue
is increasingly important.

Countries have every reason to
build stronger and more diverse
economic relationships. India’s
next chapter of  growth can help
the world write a better next chap-
ter, too.

The writer is founder, Bloomberg, and

Bloomberg Philanthropies

Centre of Forging Partnerships

Michael R Bloomberg

The table is set

W
e have entered a gol-
den age of  Indian
entrepreneurship.
The number of  acti-
ve companies has ri-

sen by more than half  a million in 3
years, from 1.6 mn to 2.2 mn.

Many of  these are new compani-
es. At the same time, several are lik-
ely informal businesses registe-
ring formally as companies. For de-
cades, surveys showed that barri-
ers to formalisation were mainly a
high regulatory burden (high for-
malisation costs), particularly for
smaller firms, and limited gains
from formalisation because cost
and access to capital were challeng-
es. This is changing.

Irrespective of  whether these are
new businesses or existing busines-
ses registering themselves, the un-
derlying drivers are 2: easing regula-
tions and falling cost of  capital. We
still need to do much more on both,
and it would be unwise to assume
these changes come without costs.

While meaningful risks from po-
tentially excessive deregulation
may be some time away, some side
effects of  the falling cost of  capital
are visible and need to be dealt with
quickly.

Underlying the reduction in Indi-
a’s cost of  capital is GoI’s progress
in fiscal consolidation. India is
among the rare major economies

where general go-
vernment fiscal
deficit is near pre-

Covid levels. Once adjusted for the
off-budget spending in that era, the
actual deficit is much lower today.

This comes at a cost. A shrinking
deficit constrains growth. India’s
output remains a year behind its
pre-pandemic path — better than in
most economies, but still signalling
slack in the job market. The short-
fall is equivalent to a year’s new
workforce going without jobs. Whi-
le rapid growth creates jobs, the lar-
ger pool of  under- and unemployed
workers keeps real wage growth
weak for many, preventing them
from feeling the benefits of  growth
in their standard of  living. This has
political implications.

The wise, if  unstated, policy cho-
ice has been to let the private sector
fill the economic slack, using chea-
per capital to build businesses and
create jobs. The surge in company
creation and capital formation sug-
gests this is underway. The cost and
availability of  both debt and equity
capital are among the most favou-
rable ever.

Despite global disruptions, and
in particular the surge in energy
prices, home loan rates are still ne-

ar 7%. Increa-

singly sophisticated financial
firms, leveraging DPI, are also ma-
king credit available to a wider
swathe of  smaller businesses.

For equity capital, while the
high price-to-earnings ratio is and
should be a concern for investors, it
signals low cost of  equity for entre-
preneurs. They are acting on this
signal: stock sales by companies
and promoters co-
uld be nearly `̀6 tn
this year.

While private
equity firms boo-
king gains and re-
patriating seems to
be a loss to the econo-
my, these profitable
exits encourage
them to raise new
funds to invest in
new startups and yo-
ung companies. The
proliferation of  fo-
reign and increasingly local VC and
private equity firms also means
that more entrepreneurs have ac-
cess to equity capital.

Some side effects are emerging.
A simple way to understand capital
flows is to compare them to water,
which flows downhill with the spe-
ed determined by the slope. If  Indi-
an bond yields are 8% and US yields
— a proxy for the global cost of  capi-
tal — are 2%, capital flows rapidly
into India in pursuit of  higher re-
turns. But if  Indian yields fall to
7.3% while US yields rise to 5.3%,
the flow slows and may even rever-
se in some pockets.

As India needs more capital to ac-

celerate growth, could domestic sa-
vings start flowing to firms abroad?
The risk is limited because India
does not have a fully open capital ac-
count: not all pipes allow free two-
way flows. Indian financial firms,
for instance, cannot lend to foreign
borrowers. But investors must be
free to repatriate their capital, or
they may hesitate to invest in India.
This also means some segments
permit unchecked capital outflows.

This has meant that India, which
at one point sought to maintain
CAD between 2-3% of  GDP is now
struggling to finance a much smal-
ler CAD.

Given entrenched fiscal chal-
lenges, global rates are unlikely to
fall unless there is a sharp growth
slowdown. So, should Indian inter-
est rates be raised further? The lazy
narrative in bond and currency
markets is that they should mirror
global rates. Some investors also
question fiscal prudence when the-
re is slack in the economy, in effect
asserting that fiscal works better
than monetary.

Prudence, instead, would be in
acting on two fronts:
� Open so-far-

blocked/impeded
channels of  capital
inflows (like with
the recent relaxa-
tion for bond inves-
tors) and make fore-
ign capital more
welcome and pro-
spects more attracti-
ve. Simplification of
tax laws, a direct
approach to global
firms that drive va-

lue-chains, and a relentless easing
of  regulations can help. Deregula-
tion would also help domestic firms.
� Raise demand for capital. The

welcome surge in new issuances,
including by the government, is im-
portant to absorb the massive in-
flows into public markets without
creating valuation distortions.
This capital can then be deployed
for growth. We may also need to ta-
ke more policy risks to channel ca-
pital from pension and insurance
funds to be deployed more actively
for growth.

The writer is executive director, World Bank.

Views are personal

Go Slow on Rate Hikes
Make capital accessible and affordable to drive investment and job creation

Slow motion wins the race

Neelkanth Mishra

Few songs capture the
velocity of  panic quite like
‘Police on My Back’. Relea-
sed on The Clash’s spraw-
ling 1980 album Sandinista!,
this 3-min explosion of
guitar, drums and despera-
tion transforms the ex-
perience of  being pursued
by the police into something
approaching a glorious
nervous breakdown.

The opening guitar riff,
mimicking the shriek of
police sirens, is an inspired
piece of  musical theatre.
Mick Jones’ urgent vocals,
Topper Headon’s relent-
lessly propulsive drumming
and the guitars’ jagged
assault create a sense of
imminent capture. The
lyrics are wonderfully
economical: running on

Monday,
Tuesday,
Wednes-
day, thro-
ugh the
entire
week, with
the police
perpetual-
ly closing

in. The repetition is not
lyrical laziness but psycho-
logical precision. Persecu-
tion has no weekends.

The song was originally
written by Eddy Grant and
recorded by The Equals in
1967. Their version is a
magnificent slice of  raw,
infectious garage rock, its
exuberance concealing a
distinctly darker narrative.

The Clash retain that
original’s irresistible
melodic punch while injec-
ting it with punk’s political
urgency and urban parano-
ia. What began as a breath-
less pop-rock chase becomes
an anthem of  resistance,
with the police siren em-
bedded in the music itself.

Police on My Back
The Police
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Government

progress in

fiscal discipline

has reduced

India's cost of

capital and

brought deficits

down sharply

Domestic firms can’t

lend abroad, yet free

capital repatriation

remains vital to keep

foreign investors coming

US Hypocrisy
On Russian Fuel
Apropos ‘Trump says Putin to
Supply US with Diesel ahead
of  Midterms’ (Oct 11). Not long
after the US moved to penalise
India for buying Russian oil
and proposed additional
tariffs on Indian goods, it has
now turned to Russia for diesel
supplies. India should call out
this hypocrisy and continue to
diversify its energy sources.
New Delhi must resist de-
mands to bear a disproportio-
nate economic cost for impor-
ting Russian hydrocarbons
when Washington itself  is
willing to do so to shield consu-
mers from high fuel prices.
What is sauce for the goose
should be sauce for the gander.
Bal Govind, Noida

Chat Room



From enforcement to trust

When India rolled out goods and services tax (GST) on July 1, 2017, there was a con-

cern that the bureaucracy grappled with — the uncertainty about the revenue tra-

jectory and the need to compensate the states for any revenue shortfall in the first 

five years of the new tax. One source of revenue was proceeds of the GST compen-

sation cess levied on items such as automobiles and tobacco. The other way to 

address the revenue risk was to have enough checks to prevent evasion. The tax 

system, thus, remained geared to ensure compliance, but at the expense of proce-

dural simplicity. But oicials’ worry about revenue collection and unmanageable 

compensation requirement did turn out to be true when the first Covid-19 wave hit 

India, and GST revenues plummeted in April 2020. 

Monthly gross GST receipts of the central and state governments, which aver-

aged ~95,515 crore in 2018-19 and ~96,605 crore in 2019-20, fell to ~32,172 crore in 

April 2020. Consequently, the central government had to borrow ~2.69 trillion from 

the market to compensate the states for their revenue shortfall. The full repayment 

of that in 2025-26 offered the GST Council an opportunity in September last year to 

review the tax slabs and rates, phase out the cess, and offer a consumption stimulus 

by lowering the indirect tax on a range of daily use as well as aspirational items, rang-

ing from toothpaste and shampoo to consumer electronics and cars in the biggest 

overhaul of the system. Also, the number of slabs was brought down to broadly two, 

5 and 18 per cent, from the earlier four—5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent with cess. That 

helped to boost consumption demand. Private final consumption expenditure 

expanded 7.1 per cent in the March quarter of 2025-26 as compared to 5.6 per cent at 

the same time a year earlier. 

The next logical step for reform obviously was cutting red tape and making life 

simpler for businesses. The tech-enabled tax system, which captures a large amount 

of data from multiple sources, has made it possible for the authorities to spot sources 

of revenue leakage. The GST Council’s decisions last week — to drop the arrest provi-

sion, lower the penalty from ~25,000 to ~10,000, recall notices issued for amounts 

below ~10,000 and not to issue such notices in future, offer credits for taxes paid on 

input services from November and on capital goods from April next year, and sim-

plify the norms for GST registration and refunds — are a major structural overhaul 

of the tax system. The prosecution threshold is also being raised from ~1 crore to  

~5 crore. These measures mark the transformation from a framework designed to 

deal with tax evasion by a few to one that facilitates honest tax payers based on trust. 

However, the task is not over. Two proposals, one meant to offer annual return 

filing and quarterly tax payments to consumer-facing businesses with sales up to 

~5 crore and a second proposal to further ease input tax credit availability, are sought 

to be implemented from April next year after another round of deliberation. The 

broader unfinished agenda for GST’s full benefits to accrue to the economy is the 

inclusion of items such as petrol, diesel, electricity and natural gas that remain out-

side its ambit. If the tax rates are indeed going to be reviewed only once a year from 

hereon, that should free up the Council’s bandwidth to discuss and lay out a road 

map for such excluded items so that eiciencies and competitiveness are enhanced 

across the value chain and GST truly becomes “good and simple”.

A democratic debate

What the national capital has witnessed over the past few days raises several ques-

tions that the nation must answer to secure a vibrant democratic future for itself. 

Student groups, civil-society organisations, and the Cockroach Janata Party (CJP) 

wanted to protest on Saturday against the Election Commission of India (ECI) with 

several demands, including the resignation of Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 

Gyanesh Kumar. To be fair, student groups and political parties had been protest-

ing in the national capital for several days. However, things changed late last week. 

Besides beefing up the presence of security forces — which, according to reports, 

included about 23,000 paramilitary troopers — the government decided to shut 

off parts of New Delhi. Along with closing 45 metro stations in Delhi, the govern-

ment cancelled several trains coming here, including long-distance ones, at their 

stations of origin. Although normal functioning has been restored, the decision to 

cancel trains is hard to justify.  

Nevertheless, the unprecedented administrative measures did not stop the pro-

tests, which erupted in different parts of Delhi. A large number of protesters were 

detained, and a statement by the United Nations Human Rights spokesperson 

expressed concern over mass detentions. The protests are likely to continue, and 

the government needs to deal with them differently. If not Jantar Mantar, some 

other site can be allocated for peaceful protests, which is a democratic right of 

citizens. This may help minimise the disruption to normal life. It is worth noting 

that India has a long tradition of peaceful protests, both before and after Indepen-

dence, and that tradition must be preserved. 

Further, if so many groups and political parties are raising an issue, they need 

to be heard. In fact, allowing protests at a designated site from the outset could have 

opened up space for dialogue. The ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) and the 

exclusion of a large number of voters from the electoral roll have indeed raised ques-

tions. Notably, among the exclusion appeals decided by the appellate tribunals in 

West Bengal thus far, about 93 per cent have been taken back on the roll. This sug-

gests that the process had design issues and perhaps needed more time. No one can 

argue against the need for a clean electoral roll — the real issue has been the manner 

in which this cleanup is being implemented. Reports in The Indian Express have 

also shown that there were problems in the decision-making process within the ECI. 

Aspects of the ECI’s functioning are being examined by the Supreme Court (SC), 

and it would be worth watching how that plays out. The apex court will be expected 

to hear and decide on ECI-related issues as quickly as possible. 

More broadly, the functioning of the ECI must be debated. If large numbers of 

students, civil-society groups and political parties are taking to the streets in the 

national capital and elsewhere in the country, something is amiss. If there are ques-

tions among the electorate about the ECI’s functioning, they cannot be allowed to 

fester for too long. The functioning of the ECI and its ability to conduct free and fair 

elections are essential requirements for India’s democratic system. Too many ques-

tions about its functioning can lead to systemic risks with longer-term conse-

quences. The real strength of the democratic process is that it provides space to 

make course corrections and strengthen the system. The government and the ECI 

must engage with all stakeholders and address every question being raised.

Every question being raised about the ECI must be reviewed

After process reforms, GST needs road map to shed exclusions 

In India, we have a gloomy view of energy costs. Indian 
coal is of poor quality. Moving it across the country is 
expensive. For petroleum and gas, domestic prices 
largely track world prices. The electricity system often 
socks commercial buyers. The net result 
is a high-cost energy landscape. Indian 
firms navigate arbitrary state power, 
fragile infrastructure, and expensive 
inputs, including energy. The dominant 
strategy for successful Indian enterprises 
was to harness top-decile intellectual 
capital, to compensate for the three 
handicaps. This allowed Indian firms to 
compete in the global economy, pri-
marily in services and asset-light models, 
to great effect. 

 A sea change in energy prices is dis-
mantling this old worldview. For the first 
time, India is emerging as a favourable 
location for energy costs. Recent research 
by Nikit Abhyankar and Amol Phadke at the Univer-
sity of California Berkeley (https://bit.ly/ieccucb) 
brings remarkable facts to light. The capital expendi-
ture required for a solar plant in India is now approxi-
mately one-third that in the United States (US). This 
difference stems from three factors: Interconnection 
delays, labour costs, and land acquisition. India suffers 
a penalty on the cost of capital, reflecting the failures 
of financial economic policy, including capital con-
trols. Overall, the advantages in physical execution 
outweigh the financial penalty. 

Consider solar electricity delivered during daylight 

hours. In India, this stands at $30 per megawatt-hour 
(Mwh) whereas the US price is closer to $50 per Mwh. For 
firm power, where solar is bundled with battery storage 
to provide round-the-clock energy, this is $70 per Mwh in 

India compared to $100 per Mwh in the US. 
The US was the original fossil-fuel 

hegemon. It built its economic suprem-
acy upon the combustion of wood, coal, 
oil, and gas. Research funding by the US 
government made the renewables revol-
ution. The traditional view held that 
competing with the US on energy costs 
was impossible. But the emerging Indian 
electrostate is now delivering a powerful 
new Indian macro-fundamental. There 
are, of course, countries that beat India 
on energy costs. But surpassing the US is 
a big thing. Now, producing in India has 

two distinct advantages over the US: 
Cheap labour and cheap energy. 

The emerging Indian electrostate calls for a rethink 
of strategy in private firms. The current structure of 
Indian industry is based on compensating for expens-
ive energy. The trade liberalisation of 1991-2007 forced 
firms to find competitive niches. Because energy was 
expensive, Indian firms favoured business areas that 
had low energy-intensity. We see this in the Centre for 
Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) database 
(https://bit.ly/3WieMrA). In 1992-93, power-fuel-water 
for non-financial firms was 5.73 per cent of expenses. 
In 2024-25, this had dropped to just 2.87 per cent. But 
green power now reshapes the frontier of what can be 

profitably done in India. 
Consider the steel industry. Almost all existing 

steel capacity relies on coal as the primary raw material 
and energy source. The technological alternative is the 
production of green steel. This involves using electric-
ity to produce hydrogen, running a direct reduced iron 
(DRI) shaft furnace to create sponge iron, and melting 
this iron into steel using an electric arc furnace (EAF). 

These calculations look good with green hydrogen 
today in a way that was not the case just a few years ago. 
Solar and battery electricity is a locked-in nominal rupee 
price for 25 years while coal prices will rise in the future. 
As a consequence, green steel is now at rough parity with 
coal-based steel in India (https://bit.ly/4yOqIQA). When 
exporting to the European Union and the United King-
dom, green steel is superior owing to their Carbon 
Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM). 

This technological dislocation presents a unique 
opportunity for the Indian steel industry. In China, the 
industrial base is dominated by a billion 
tonnes/annum fossil-fuel steel capacity. India has the 
opportunity to build green-steel capacity that can beat 
this industry. There is a scenario where the billion 
tonnes/annum Chinese industry becomes a stranded 
legacy asset, and the Chinese non-market economy 
will struggle with its bankruptcy. 

Making aluminium requires electricity and not 
coal as raw material. As with steel, we get to estimates 
for green aluminium that are competitive against coal-
based production, with an edge when exporting into 
CBAM countries, once we take into account contem-
porary prices for green power in India and the locked-
in nominal prices for 25 years. 

We are at a tipping point in 2026, when these calcu-
lations have reached rough parity. From here, the 
dominance of green technologies will go up through 
three certainties and two pieces of optimism about 
India: (a) More countries will adopt the CBAM; (b) prog-
ress on solar energy and batteries will continue, and the 
cost of green power will keep dropping; (c) coal prices 
will go up with inflation; (d) if Indian macro/finance 
policy reforms make progress, capital controls will be 
removed, which will reduce the cost of capital, and 
then the cost of green power will go down; (e) if the 
Indian state takes global warming and air quality more 
seriously, taxes and other restrictions on coal will come. 

Boardrooms and investment committees must 
now rethink strategy in many respects. There are novel 
investment opportunities in energy-intensive indus-
tries in the Indian electrostate. The tail risk of stranded 
fossil-fuel assets in areas such as electricity, steel and 
aluminium has gone up. There is a lot at stake. Accord-
ing to the CMIE CapEx database, projects under imple-
mentation for primary steel total ~6.4 trillion, 
representing roughly 149 million tonnes per annum of 
capacity. For primary aluminium, projects under 
implementation total ~2.6 trillion, representing about 
5.8 million tonnes per annum. A good chunk of the alu-
minium projects is a ~0.8 trillion bet on new coal-
power plants, which is odd by global standards. What 
is needed in this field is not practitioner knowledge 
about how the business worked in the last decade but 
a strategic sense about how the world will change in 
the next decade. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv` 
The writer is a researcher at XKDR Forum 

Himalayan blunders and beyond
As I write this, over 1,410 lives have been confirmed 
lost and many thousands are still missing in the floods 
in Nepal, as the mighty Himalayas came down as 
rubble. This is an enormous and painful human tra-
gedy, but it is also about wilful actions and inactions of 
humans. This tragedy is really about our mindset, the 
belief that we, as humans, can re-engineer everything; 
that we are in control of the universe and all things in 
it. We are the supreme beings who can 
weather climate change, because, after 
all, it is only about a small and insignifi-
cant matter of weather. This is on us. 

 Let me break this down. First comes 
the question of what happened in Nepal 
on August 26. The images that all of us 
would have seen are of the mountain 
coming down — just collapsing — as the 
flash flood and massive quantity of debris 
buried everything in its path, taking with 
it the huge building of the Chinese immi-
gration oice. It is a frightening visual, 
straight out of a science-fiction movie. We 
know now that this flash flood was not 
caused by an extreme cloudburst. It was 
triggered by the collapse of a high-alti-
tude glacier near the Langtang Lirung peak. An esti-
mated 142 million cubic metres of ice and rocks were 
dislodged, creating a 5.2 magnitude seismic event. 
This then led to the formation of natural dams, behind 
which water and moraine accumulated, and when the 
dams broke, they unleashed even more devastating 
floods downstream. 

The second question is: Why? There is no single 
headline reason, but two events have greatly con-
tributed to this and other such tragedies in this region. 

One is the well-documented warming caused by cli-
mate change. It is literally weakening the Himalayas 
— the temperature rise melts glaciers; this, in turn, 
corrodes the moraine slopes. It is a ticking bomb, 
which implodes as it did in Nepal. In addition, climate 
change is leading to an increased frequency and inten-
sity of extreme weather events, which, in turn, bring 
flood and landslide catastrophes, like those seen in 

Himachal Pradesh in 2025, in Sikkim in 
2024, and in Chamoli in 2021. 

We are complicit in this; all of us, but 
particularly the countries that have con-
tributed the most to the stock of green-
house emission in the atmosphere, 
which, in turn, is driving up temperatures 
and causing runaway devastations. This 
is about the past, the present and the 
future. There is no getting away from the 
historical responsibility of the richest and 
most developed countries for this loss of 
lives. And even as the death toll was rising 
in Nepal, we got the news that the world 
was no longer even on an illusionary 
track to stay below the guardrail of 1.5° 
Celsius temperature rise since the indus-

trial period of 1870. The United Nations Environment 
Programme estimates that the world will overshoot 
this threshold within a few years. Scientists know that 
beyond 1.5° Celsius, the impacts would be cascading 
and even more devastating — from the collapse of ice 
sheets to disruption in ocean currents like the Atlantic 
Meridional Overtaking Circulation (AMOC), and 
much more. The intense heat, fires and other weather 
abnormalities we saw this summer were only a pre-
view of what awaits us. Yet, we seem to be sanguine 

about this breakdown in our Earth’s system. 
Today, we are so distracted by economic and liveli-

hood concerns brought on by deliberate human mis-
deeds like senseless wars that this enormous and 
existential crisis seems distant and insignificant. We 
are merely tinkering with emission, not transforming 
it to live within nature’s bounds. 

Let’s get back to the Himalayas. We know that the 
climate-change ticking bomb has been exacerbated by 
the “nature” of development in these ecological hot-
spots. We talk ad nauseam about adaptation and about 
how we must take the changing climate into account, 
but we never do. We really believe that we can continue 
to do what we do, without consequences. Take, for 
example, the hydroelectric projects being constructed 
by damming narrow rivers. As I have said in the past, 
and will repeat it, this is not about dam development 
but about the recklessness with which they are being 
developed. In the Indian Himalayas, project after pro-
ject is coming up — literally back-to-back — so that the 
Ganga is re-engineered. It will cease to flow naturally 
because these projects will regulate its water, taking it 
to generate electricity and then releasing it back. Then 
we are tunnelling into the mountains and building 
roads, often without provision for slope management. 
I can go on. 

But the fact is we are not hearing the message that 
nature is giving us, loud and clear: Change your mind-
set; your thinking that you can dominate me and bring 
me to my knees will not work. “Change or perish” is the 
message. The question is if we can hear it amid the 
cacophony of our distractions. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is at the Centre for Science and 
Environment. sunita@cseindia.org. X: @sunitanar

Imagine a vibrant Western democracy 
with a deeply polarised electorate. This 
country is known across the globe for its 
film industry, its brash style and its tech 
innovation, yet is mired in culture wars 
and conspiracy theories. In this same 
place, the plotters of a failed coup are 
overwhelmingly let off the hook, while 
influencers make the intellectual case 
for dictatorship. And then there is the 
country’s aged leader — recently elected 
with less than 50 per cent of the vote — 
who prefers to rule by executive decree. 

All this describes the world that 
appears in the journalist Victor Seb-
estyen’s perceptive Weimar Germany: 

Death of a Democracy, about the auto-
cratic turn in German society in the first 
half of the 20th century. 

Mr Sebestyen is hardly the first to see 
parallels between the short-lived 
German experiment with a represen-
tative government after World War I and 
what he calls the “wave of nationalist 
populism” alicting the United States 
and other countries today. Usually, as in 
Volker Ullrich’s political history, Fateful 
Hours, the analogy centres on Weimar’s 
disastrous end: The collapse of multi-
party rule and the handing over of 
power to Adolf Hitler in early 1933. Mr 
Sebestyen, by contrast, shapes his 
account around the early years, when 
the state’s flawed foundations were laid. 
In this telling, art is as important as 
politics: Cultural conflict, he argues, was 
“one of the significant reasons for the 
fall of the republic”. 

Weimar’s radical chic was more than 
Broadway legend. With the lifting of 
censorship laws just after the war, pub-
lishers and performers were given 
extraordinary licence. Horror films 

pushed the boundaries of cinema; con-
vention-busting art movements 
erupted in quick succession. Decades 
before Robert Rauschenberg began 
using found objects in his famous com-
bines, the German collagist Kurt 
Schwitters was doing much the same 
thing with Berlin’s trash. 

Social mores were similarly jolted. 
Women and workers suddenly enjoyed 
expansive rights, while a surge of night-
clubs, magazines, and books openly 
catered to a burgeoning gay and cross-
dressing community. In a well-to-do 
Berlin neighbourhood, the doctor 
Magnus Hirschfeld opened the world’s 
first sex institute. Dancing and drugs 
were everywhere. “In some cafes”, 
Ernest Hemingway observed during a 
1923 visit, “cocaine is served at the tables 
by the waiters”. 

Yet from the outset, Mr Sebestyen 
writes, social ferment provoked nation-
alist outrage. As early as the spring of 
1919, city oicials in Weimar were cal-
ling Walter Gropius’s visionary new art 
and design school, the Bauhaus, “a 

hotbed of Spartacus agitation and 
Jewry”. While church leaders and con-
servatives railed against state-fuelled 
“smut and rubbish”, right-wing para-
military groups warned of the “danger” 
posed by liberated women. Posters kept 
appearing in Berlin demanding “a Ger-
many for Germans”. 

Much of the middle class was far less 
concerned about rights than about the 
collapse of the old order. Ernst Jünger’s 
Storm of Steel, a literary glorification of 
combat first published in 1920, became a 
best seller, and some of the most popular 
movies were costume dramas about 
German history. Around the country, Mr 
Sebestyen notes, a new generation of 
youth — far more than the embittered 
war veterans of conventional Weimar his-
toriography — flocked to fringe militias. 

Even the liberal intelligentsia fretted 
about too much freedom. Before he 
became an anti-Nazi, the novelist 
Thomas Mann published a 500-page 
book defending authoritarian rule and 
high German kultur. The sociologist 
Max Weber, wary of political fragmenta-

tion, urged that the Weimar 
Constitution give the presi-
dent sweeping emergency 
powers — a provision fatally 
abused by Field Marshal Paul 
von Hindenburg after he 
became president in 1925. 

Then there was the judici-
ary. Regardless of the law, the 
country’s conservative judges 
dealt harshly with leftist agita-
tion, or even, as the artist 
Georg Grosz discovered, mere 
satire of the military. Yet they 
continually made excuses for 
the insurrectionists — includ-
ing a young Hitler — who 
tried to overthrow the demo-
cratic order. As Mr Sebestyen 
makes clear, the Weimar Republic did 
not collapse because of a broken politi-
cal system; it was deliberately killed by 
politicians, generals, and judges who 
wanted it gone. 

To its credit, Weimar Germany does 
not over-determine a story of doom. 
The republic endured economic chaos 
and even a French invasion. On occa-
sion, opposing factions came together, 
as when Alfred Hugenberg, a Rupert 
Murdoch-like newspaper magnate, 

agreed to bankroll Fritz 
Lang’s anticapitalist  
masterpiece, Metropolis.  

Nonetheless, Mr Seb-
estyen leaves surprisingly 
underexplored the nationalist 
right’s own obsession with 
cultural renewal, including 
the attraction of some leading 
Nazis to “Germanic” modern-
ists, such as the painter Emil 
Nolde and the architect 
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe. If 
the arts were, as he maintains, 
“connected, in a direct way, to 
what happened politically”, it 
was significant that avant-
garde ideas had supporters in 
both camps. 

Weimar Germany makes a pro-
vocative case for culture as an accelerant 
in the rise and fall of the republic. But its 
greater insight may be that democracy 
failed not because of cultural warfare but 
because too few Germans — regardless 
of whose side they were on — really 
believed in it. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The reviewer is the author of  Picasso’s 
War: How Modern Art Came to America 
©2026 The New York Times News Service

When culture wars killed democracy
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What if a gift could keep giving? Could it have a second
life, an afterlife, long after the wrapping paper has been
discarded?
I found an interesting answer at the PM Mementos E-
Auction exhibition at the National Gallery of Modern Art
recently. The gifts and mementos received by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi include paintings, sculptures,
handicrafts, religious objects and memorabilia from
across India. But what interested me was not simply what
they were, but what happens to them next.
They are documented, displayed and auctioned. The pro-
ceeds go towards Namami Gange. This year, 1,498
mementos have been put up for auction. Previous edi-
tions have raised more than ̀ 50 crore. “Apne uphaaron
ka bhi upyog,” Culture Minister Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat told me. Even our gifts can be put to use. “The
idea is to create value for a very special cause,” he said,
describing the Ganga as not merely a river but “jeevan
ka aadhar”, the basis of life for millions.
There is something powerful in that journey. An object
begins as a gift, acquires another layer of meaning
through its recipient, finds another owner and ultimate-
ly creates value for an entirely unrelated cause. 
Standing there at the beginning of the festive season, I
wondered whether there was a larger lesson here. Diwali
gifting has increasingly become an industry of excess.
Bigger hampers, elaborate packaging, imported choco-
lates, candles, crockery and dry fruits move from office
to home and often from one home to another. 
We spend enormous energy deciding what to give and
remarkably little wondering what happens to it after-

wards.
Why should the life of a gift end with its first recipient?
Pass it on. Auction it. Donate it. Repurpose it. If some-
thing sitting unopened in my cupboard can bring plea-
sure or value to somebody else, why should we feel
embarrassed about giving it another life?
Better still, think about its consequence before buying
it. Buy a handwoven textile and your gift supports a
weaving tradition. Choose something made by an
artisan and your festive budget becomes somebody’s
livelihood. Gift a book and it may begin a conversation.
Give an experience and there may be no packaging to
discard. Donate in someone’s name and a person who
already has everything doesn’t receive yet another thing.
A good gift need not be expensive. It should have
meaning, utility or consequence. 
We talk a great deal about the circular economy in the
context of industry. Perhaps we need a circular economy
of generosity too.
This Diwali, instead of only asking, “What should I give?”,
ask another question: “What good can my gift do after
I have given it?” Because sometimes the most valuable
gift is the one whose value doesn’t end when it changes
hands.
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Tribunal for Rwanda. 
She served as its president from 1999 to
2003. The tribunal was established to pros-
ecute those responsible for the 1994
Rwandan genocide, in which hundreds of
thousands of people were killed.
One of the most important legal develop-
ments associated with the tribunal was the
recognition that rape and sexual violence
could form part of genocide. 
The landmark Akayesu judgment helped
establish this principle. It was a major step
towards recognising the suffering of women
during wars and ensuring that sexual vio-
lence could not be ignored in the pursuit of
justice.Pillay went on to serve as a judge at
the International Criminal Court from 2003
to 2008. 
She then became the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, holding
the position from 2008 to 2014. In this role,
she raised concerns about human rights vio-
lations in conflict zones and called for
greater protection for vulnerable commu-
nities.
Her message was clear: governments must
respect human rights, and those responsi-
ble for serious crimes must be held account-
able. Peace cannot last when victims are for-
gotten and perpetrators escape justice.Pillay
also supported women’s rights through her
association with Equality Now, an interna-
tional organisation working to end discrim-
ination against women and girls. 
She contributed to efforts against the death
penalty and took part in international ini-
tiatives promoting freedom of information

and democracy.
Her career reminds us that peace is much
more than the absence of war. A ceasefire
may stop the guns for a while, but lasting
peace requires justice, dignity and trust.
When innocent people suffer and serious
crimes go unpunished, the wounds of con-
flict remain open. Independent courts and
international institutions can help victims
seek justice and make it harder for power-
ful individuals to act without fear of
accountability.
Pillay’s Indian roots make her story partic-
ularly meaningful to readers in India. From
a family whose history began in Tamil Nadu
to the highest levels of international justice,
her journey reflects the power of education,
determination and public service. She has
shown that a person from a modest back-
ground can make a difference far beyond
national borders.
The 2026 Nobel Peace Prize recognises not
only Pillay’s achievements but also the
importance of defending human rights in
an increasingly troubled world. Her life
carries a message that is relevant to every
nation: peace cannot be built on fear, dis-
crimination or silence.
As wars continue to displace families and
claim innocent lives, the world needs
voices that remind leaders of their respon-
sibilities. 
Navi Pillay has spent much of her life being
such a voice. Her journey offers a simple but
powerful lesson:lasting peace begins when
every human being is treated with dignity
and justice is denied to no one.

Editor’s

The Norwegian Nobel Committee has chosen a jurist over a
campaigner. On Friday, Oslo honoured Navi Pillay, 85, “for
her efforts to promote peace and international law.” Within
hours, Donald Trump reshared a Truth Social post accusing
the committee of demeaning the prize and branding Pillay a
hater of America and Israel. The White House announced
fresh sanctions on the International Criminal Court the same
day.Pillay’s record answers her critics. Born to an Indian Tamil
family in apartheid Durban, she became a lawyer in a system
built to exclude people like her. She later presided over the
Rwanda tribunal’s Akayesu trial, the first genocide conviction
by an international court, which established that rape can
constitute genocide.

She served as a judge at the ICC and as UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights from 2008 to 2014, the first
woman of colour to hold that post. Her work has been the
slow, unglamorous kind: building courts, writing judgments,
insisting that the powerful answer to the same rules as
everyone else.That is precisely what Alfred Nobel’s will asked
for: fraternity between nations and the advancement of
peace conferences in their modern form. The committee’s
logic is that peace without law is only a pause between wars.
In a year when the rules-based order is being dismantled by
its own architects, the choice reads less like provocation than
reminder.Israel will say Pillay’s chairing of the UN inquiry
that concluded Israel committed genocide in Gaza
disqualifies her. Israel rejects that finding, and Benjamin
Netanyahu has accused the committee of losing its moral
compass.

They may dispute her conclusions, but a jurist is honoured
for four decades of record, not for pleasing any single
government.Now Trump. His case is that he ended eight
wars, and his defenders point to ceasefires and the Abraham
Accords. Yet the Ukraine war he promised to end on day one
grinds on, his designs on Greenland have rattled allies, and
he has spent the year undermining international institutions,
the ICC among them. Pillay spent her life building those
institutions.This is also the year he launched the war on Iran.
US-Israeli strikes have produced a conflict now seven months
old that has upended global energy supplies. India, which
imports most of its crude, pays for it at the pump. In March,
Trump told the Washington Examiner he was “not interested”
in the prize.

Seven months on, he says he deserves it.Awarding the
Peace Prize to a leader in the middle of a war he began
would invert its purpose. The Nobel exists to restrain war-
making, not decorate it. A medal now would read as a
certificate of approval for an unfinished war, and for the idea
that might comes before law. Maria Corina Machado’s gift of
her medal changes nothing; a Nobel cannot be
transferred.Pillay joked, on hearing the news, that she might
share the prize with Trump if the applause continued. It was a
good line. The committee’s decision was a better answer.

By honouring Navi Pillay for her defence of human rights
and international law, the Nobel Committee has made a
pointed statement in an era of eroding global institutions

The Nobel goes to the
law, not the loudest

CM Vijay’s election case
Every election candidate must truthfully and unambigu-

ously declare his assets and liabilities. It is therefore sur-
prising that, during the hearing of an election petition chal-
lenging Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s victory in Perambur,
Justice V. Lakshminarayanan questioned whether alleged
discrepancies involving assets exceeding ̀ 600 crore could
constitute a corrupt practice.

The judge wondered whether differences of a few crore
rupees could influence voters, given Mr. Vijay’s superstar
status and voluntary disclosure of his wealth. He also ques-
tioned whether an election could be invalidated for errors
by a Chartered Accountant assisting the candidate.

However, can a candidate escape responsibility for dis-
crepancies in an election affidavit merely because a pro-
fessional helped prepare it? Should not the ultimate
responsibility for truthful disclosure rest with the candi-
date, particularly if the discrepancies are deliberate rather
than clerical? Reportedly, the petitioner’s counsel cited
a Madras High Court judgment subsequently affirmed by
the Supreme Court, prompting the judge to observe that
the “texture of the case” had changed considerably.

Ultimately, electoral integrity demands accountabili-
ty. Voters deserve truthful disclosures, and the law must
uphold this democratic right without fear or favour.

THARCIUS S. FERNANDO |  CHENNAI

Metro closure should not disrupt public life
The Chief Justice’s observations on the complete

closure of metro station entrances highlight the need to
balance security requirements with public convenience.
Addressing the Solicitor General, the Chief Justice pointed
out that the restrictions affected millions of commuters
travelling from Gurugram, Greater Noida, East Delhi and
South Delhi to different parts of the capital for their liveli-
hoods.The bench acknowledged the administration’s
authority to impose security measures but questioned the
rationale behind shutting down transport facilities alto-
gether. While authorities are entitled to regulate move-
ment and prevent uncontrolled gatherings, such measures
should not leave ordinary citizens without accessible trans-
port.Preventive restrictions may be necessary in sensitive
situations, but their implementation must remain propor-
tionate to the threat. Judicial oversight assumes impor-
tance when administrative decisions have consequences
for fundamental freedoms and everyday life. Courts need
not direct operational policing, but they must ensure that
executive actions remain subject to meaningful scrutiny.
Authorities must explain the necessity and duration of
restrictions and explore less disruptive alternatives.
Security and public convenience are not mutually exclu-
sive; responsible administration must safeguard both.

YASH PAL RALHAN | JALANDHAR
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From apartheid-era South Africa to the highest institutions of international justice, Navi Pillay has spent her life defending the
vulnerable and challenging impunity. The 2026 Nobel Peace Prize recognises her contribution to human rights and

international law, and her enduring belief that peace is impossible without dignity, equality and justice for all.

Navi Pillay: A voice for justice in a world at war

The writer is Professor at
Centre for South Asian

Studies, School of
International Studies &

Social Sciences Pondicherry
Central University

UN warns its employees of unrest in Delhi
The United Nations Mission in India has issued a

confidential advisory to its employees warning of a
possible civil unrest situation in the country due to
protest called by the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) and
various student organisations in Delhi.The advisory
outlines precautionary measures to be taken during
and after a potential civil unrest situation, warning
employees of possible rioting, looting and arson.

The advisory comes as the Modi government steps
up security arrangements to contain the planned
protest, which began as a movement against exam-
ination paper leaks and has since broadened to
include allegations of electoral malpractice, with pro-
testers raising the issue of ‘vote chori (theft)’ and
demanding the resignation of chief election commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar. The CJP and student organi-
sations have appealed to students, young people and
members of the public to gather at Jantar Mantar in
Delhi for  prepare for a prolonged protest.

The Congress-led Opposition has also intensified
its campaign against Gyanesh Kumar, staging protests
in Delhi for three consecutive days and demanding
his resignation over alleged irregularities in the special
intensive revision (SIR) of electoral rolls.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

NAMRATA 
KOHLI

“Civilians in Israel, civilians in Gaza, children
on both sides have a right to live.” These
words from Navi Pillay, former United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, capture
the spirit of her lifelong struggle for human
dignity.
In a world torn apart by wars and violence,

her message is simple: every human life
matters, and no one should be denied justice
because of their identity or nationality.
Navanethem “Navi” Pillay, a South African
jurist of Indian origin, has won the 2026 Nobel
Peace Prize for her efforts to promote peace
and international law. 
Her recognition brings global attention to a
woman who has spent decades fighting
racial discrimination, defending political
prisoners and helping strengthen internation-
al justice.
Her life shows that the fight for peace begins
with the protection of human rights.
Born in Durban, South Africa, on September
23, 1941, Pillay grew up in a modest family. Her
father was a bus driver, while her mother
looked after their eight children. Her grand-
father had migrated from Tamil Nadu to South
Africa as an indentured labourer. The family
faced financial difficulties, and the racial dis-
crimination of the apartheid era made life
harder for people of Indian origin and Black
South Africans.
Pillay refused to let these barriers determine
her future. She studied law at the University
of Natal and, in 1967, opened her own legal
practice. At a time when racial discrimination
shaped almost every aspect of life in South
Africa, she stood beside those who challenged
the system. 
She defended anti-apartheid activists and
political prisoners and spoke out against the
ill-treatment of people in custody.
For Pillay, the law was not simply a profession.
It was a way to protect people who had little
power to defend themselves. Her work taught
her an important lesson: justice must be avail-
able to everyone, not just the rich and pow-
erful.
She later pursued higher studies at Harvard
Law School, earning a master’s degree in law
and a doctorate in 1988. In 1995, she became
a judge of the South African High Court,
marking another milestone in her remarkable
career.Her contribution to international
justice became especially important during
her service at the International Criminal

The gift that goes beyond giving

SANTHOSH
MATHEW

Worship is tested not by what we offer when it is easy, but
by what we are willing to offer when it is not.

According to a tradition retold in the Bengali Krittivasi
Ramayana, Rama, preparing for the final battle with Ravana, wor-
shipped the Goddess Durga out of season, in autumn, seeking
her blessing before he faced a mighty enemy. He resolved to offer
one hundred and eight blue lotuses and gathered them with great
effort. As the worship neared its end, he found that one lotus
was missing. The Goddess, it is said, had hidden it to test him.

Rama did not look for a convenient substitute or quietly shorten
his vow. Remembering that his eyes were compared to lotuses,
and that he was called Rajivalochana, the lotus-eyed one, he took
an arrow and prepared to offer one of his own eyes to complete
the number. At that very moment the Goddess appeared, held
his hand, and blessed him with victory.

The story does not ask us to harm ourselves. It asks us to look
honestly at what we call an offering. Often we give from our
surplus, a little leftover time, a little money we will not miss, and
then expect full results from half-hearted effort, in prayer, in study,
in relationships and in work.

This Navaratri, choose one commitment you have been keeping
only halfway, and offer it your best, not your leftover.

—DAIV

The Best Offering 
Is the Dearest One



N a t i o n a l i s t
media’s evolu-
tion, at the speed
of revolution, has
shaken up the
Indian informa-
tion landscape.
A quarter of a
century ago, we
were subjected
to the opinions
of “liberal”,

“secular”, “progressive” “intellectuals”. They
crafted interpretation of news. They analysed
events, and they even chose the facts which must
be brought upfront. Leftist historians had already
“educated” the Indian mind to be susceptible to
lies and distortion of reality. On August 25, 2003,
terrorist blasts at Gateway of India killed 54 inno-
cent people, and injured 244. The most ‘liberal’,
therefore the most respected, channel gave a
surreal colour to the developing news. It
declared that the stock market had bounced
back. 

Leftists infested this channel. They were the
elite of the media. Naturally, aspiring young jour-
nalists looked up to them, and tried to emulate
them. Success was succeeding like success. Each
time, after a fresh extremist incident, the theme
of this channel was that the share market has
stabilized. In not so supressed tones, the
message was that those who had invested
money in businesses had nothing to worry. They
are not the victims. 

The victim is the other (man in the street).
This nonsense continued until the 26th of
November, 2008. 

This time, the terrorists crossed the road
from Gateway of India, to Hotel Taj. Now
it was not possible to convince the investor
that he is still safe. The channel’s stock
market absurdity stopped. The remaining
media was not radically different.
Newspapers, magazines and television
channels were dominated by ‘secularists’.
Their reportage may have been hurtful to
the nationalists. But that lopsided
reportage was rewarded by some top guns.
Exactly 76 days after the terrorist attack on
Indian Parliament, on February 27, 2002,
‘kar sevaks’ returning from Ayodhya were
trapped in Sabarmati Express, which had
been halted by chain-pulling just off the Godhra
station in Gujarat. Doors were jammed and an
extremely violent mob of stone pelters attacked
the train from both sides. Inflammable liquid was
poured into S-6 coach and the bogey was
torched. There was no way to escape. 

A total of 58 passengers were burnt alive inside
the train, and one died on the way to the hos-
pital. The dead included 27 women and 10 chil-
dren. The incident happened around eight in the
morning. Meaning, there was a full day, until late
evening, to write an editorial. 

One of the leading newspapers of India,
whose name included a synonym of Bharat,
wrote its editorial for the next morning. In that
editorial, there was not a single word of condem-

nation for the obvious culprits, and not a single
word of sympathy for the innocent victims. When
the Ayodhya imbroglio was at its peak, the
leading news magazine of the country did a cover
story which offered a hundred “creative” solu-
tions to the problem. 

They ranged from building a hospital, a
library, a playground to a toilet. The only option
they did not include was building Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Mandir at the spot. This magazine
also contained a synonym of Bharat in its title.
The same magazine later launched a leading tele-
vision news channel. This channel invited terror-
ist Yasin Malik on its stage, and openly conferred
upon him an award. Yasin Malik was portrayed
as the “Youth Icon” of the country. This was

exactly 256 days before the 26/11 attack
in Mumbai. All this time, the audience,
which is primarily nationalistic in spirit,
was compelled to take it because
puppets, who ruled the media, were con-
trolled by a power centre which was anti-
thetical to nationalism. The clear divide
between the mainstream media of yes-
terday, and its metamorphosed version
of today, is that the earlier version played
down the word ‘jihad’. In its stead, it
always held that a frank discussion on
Islamic terrorism was a violation of
‘Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb’ (which had never
existed in reality). Before the onset of
nationalist media, the moment you
raised the subject of a ‘jihadi’ attack, the
‘progressives’ warned you that you were

threating the “unity and integrity” of the country.
Translated into simple language, the refrain
meant that the thought of self-defence was actu-
ally against the interest of our own country. Blow
by blow, this diseased narrative has now been
almost silenced by the nationalists. 

The idea of threatening the unity and integri-
ty of India was perverse, but the elite ‘secular-
ists’ emphasised it with such conviction, and at
such high decibels, that the fence sitters among
the audience felt scared. Another partition
meant another massacre, this time perhaps in
crores. 

The threat clearly meant that those who had
dismembered the country earlier, will dismem-
ber it again, if we, even verbally, objected to

‘jihad’. The pre-nationalist media propounded
yet another specious argument. Every time the
vexatious issue of Kashmir cropped up, it was
suggested that we should talk to “Kashmiris”. It
was a clever twist. If talking to “Kashmiris” was
ever necessary, it should have included talking
to Kashmiri Hindus. But the leftists who domi-
nated the pre-nationalist media, never, for a
moment, suggested that we should talk to
Kashmiri Hindus. For the ‘liberal’ media, talking
to “Kashmiris” meant talking to Kashmiri Muslims
only. The glib argument survived because it was
not challenged. The momentum of the leftist-sec-
ularist media was so great that objections were
suppressed in the noise. 

Talking to Kashmiri Muslims alone was neither
just, nor politically wise. Kashmiri Hindus were
equal stakeholders in Kashmir. And, because they
had been victimised, they should have been
heard first. But, on the issue of secession,
talking to Kashmiri Hindus would have got only
one response: that Kashmir was, and is, an inte-
gral part of the country. This was not what the
‘liberal’ media was willing to hear. Hence, the
cunning line: Let’s talk to Kashmiri (Muslims). The
‘progressive’ media began to shriek at Vivek
Agnihotri for making ‘The Kashmir Files’. He was
demonized as a propagandist. But that media
had lost its relevance. It shut up when asked why
it had conspired to remain silent on the geno-
cide and exodus of Kashmiri Pandits.

Not so long ago, news of a terror attack in an Indian
city barely surprised anyone, because it had happened
before and seemed likely to happen again. One year
it was Delhi, the next Jaipur, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad
or Mumbai. Television showed the same images:
twisted vehicles, crowded hospitals, relatives search-
ing for the missing. For Indians who came of age in the
2000s, this was the background noise of growing up.
Terrorism was not a distant border problem. It had
reached the markets, trains and streets of ordinary life.
For millennials, those years are lived memory. For much
of Gen Z, they are a documentary or a story told by
parents. That gap matters, because every generation
judges its country by what it has experienced. What feels
routine to one may be the hard-won result of sacrifice
and difficult choices for another.

The early 2000s were hopeful and fragile at once. The economy was opening up and
the middle class was dreaming bigger. Yet the 2001 attack on Parliament, the 2006
Mumbai train blasts and the November 2008 Mumbai attacks, which claimed 166
lives, exposed deep gaps in the country’s security architecture. The 2008 assault put
cross-border terrorism on the global radar and raised hard questions about intelli-
gence coordination and coastal defence.
Reform followed. The National Investigation Agency was set up in 2008, and intel-
ligence sharing and coastal security were strengthened. These steps did not end the
danger. The Pune German Bakery blast in 2010, the Mumbai serial explosions of 2011
and the twin blasts in Hyderabad in 2013 showed that terror networks could still strike.
The lesson was plain: reacting well after an attack was not enough. India needed
to detect plots early, dismantle the networks behind them and treat terrorism as
an ecosystem of people, money and infrastructure rather than a string of isolated
incidents.
After 2014, the Modi government built its security policy around zero tolerance for
terror, with closer intelligence coordination, pre-emptive action, tighter investiga-
tions and a crack-
down on terror
financing. The aim
was to neutralise
threats before
they turned into
bloodshed.
Its stance on
cross-border ter-
rorism also hard-
ened. The 2016
surgical strikes
and the 2019
Balakot air strike
showed a readi-
ness to respond
militarily to major
attacks. Counterterrorism became tied more openly to deterrence, and the
message was that terror would now carry costs well beyond diplomatic protest.
Set against the 2000s, the change is visible. The serial bombings that repeatedly rocked
India’s big cities have become far rarer. Terrorism has not vanished, and threats in
Jammu and Kashmir and elsewhere demand constant alertness. Still, the distance
from that earlier decade is significant.
Gen Z feels this in everyday life. Commuting to college, riding the metro, strolling
through a mall, attending a concert or booking a holiday all rest, in part, on a sense
that public places are safe. Few people think about the institutions that make this
possible. For a generation raised amid widening opportunity, planning a future without
bracing for the next big attack can feel normal. But that confidence is neither auto-
matic nor guaranteed.
Security and development are also bound together. Factories need secure supply
chains, tourism needs public trust, and digital payments need defences against cyber
threats. National security is not separate from development; it is one of the condi-
tions that allows development to continue.
The past decade has brought a major expansion of highways, airports, railways and
digital public infrastructure. UPI has transformed everyday payments. Their dura-
bility depends on the state’s ability to protect critical infrastructure and respond to
new threats.
That link grows stronger as India aims to become a developed nation by 2047. Building
creates opportunity; protecting what has been built allows it to last. India’s success
will be judged not only by how much it builds, but by how well it safeguards it.
India’s standing in the world tells a similar story. In the 2000s, major attacks repeat-
edly put its security weaknesses under the global spotlight. Today its international
role spans economic partnerships, technology cooperation and diplomacy, and its
2023 G20 presidency offered a prominent stage for that growing role. Influence abroad
draws on economic and technological strength, but credibility rests on a country’s
ability to protect its people and interests.
For young people raised on digital payments, new infrastructure and widening hori-
zons, all of this can look like progress taking its natural course. It is not. The securi-
ty environment in which a country grows is neither automatic nor permanent. It
depends on policy choices, institutional strength and the unrelenting work of those
entrusted with protecting the nation. India’s counterterrorism journey has been shaped
by reforms and security institutions across successive governments. Since 2014, the
Modi government’s focus on stronger capabilities, preventive action and a more
assertive strategic posture has become a defining feature of it. Holding on to these
gains demands sustained vigilance, because terrorist networks keep adapting.
As India heads towards 2047, today’s young will inherit both the opportunities devel-
opment has created and the duty to preserve the conditions behind them. 
For millennials, the fears of the 2000s are lived experience. For many in Gen Z, they
are fast becoming history. 
Real progress is not a generation that has forgotten fear, but one with the confidence
to dream beyond it. For those spared the anx-
ieties of their elders, understanding the journey
from vulnerability to resilience is the surest way
to value the peace they have inherited. 
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and booked: the Ganga at sunrise, classical
music, conversations around literature,
Banarasi weaving communities and heritage
stays. The significance of such an initiative is
that Varanasi is presented not as a monument
to be photographed but as a civilisation to be
experienced.
This distinction should inform our entire
tourism strategy. India must move from selling
attractions to curating experiences.
Air connectivity is an equally important part
of this architecture. Partnerships with Alliance
Air, Air India and IndiGo extend Incredible India
into the passenger ecosystem itself, bringing
destination promotion into flights, digital
platforms and international markets.
Technology adds another dimension: intelli-
gence.
The future tourism system must increasingly
understand who is travelling, what travellers
seek, where demand is emerging and how pref-
erences are changing. The collaboration with
Google India, including capacity-building and
work towards understanding global travel
demand and traveller behaviour, points
towards a tourism policy that can become pro-
gressively more evidence-led.
Yet the most consequential transformation
may occur far away from the traditional
tourism centres. If tourism is to become gen-
uinely inclusive, the village must become as
important to tourism policy as the metropol-
itan gateway. The homestay can become as
important as the hotel. The artisan can become
as important as the attraction. The local
entrepreneur can become as important as the
large operator.
Partnerships involving Airbnb, Soul of India and
MakeMyTrip are attempting precisely this
democratisation of opportunity - equipping
homestay hosts with digital capabilities, giving
lesser-known destinations greater visibility and
connecting unexplored villages with creators
and bookable accommodation. The underly-
ing proposition is profound: when a destina-
tion enters the traveller’s imagination, the eco-
nomic opportunity it creates must enter the
lives of the people who give that destination
its identity. 
This is the true test of tourism-led development.
Visitor numbers alone cannot be the measure
of success. We must ask a more searching ques-
tion: Who benefits when a destination suc-
ceeds?
Does the artisan earn more? Does the young
person find an opportunity locally? Does the
woman entrepreneur gain a market? Does the
community acquire an incentive to preserve
its cultural and natural inheritance? Does the
traveller leave with a deeper understanding
rather than merely a photograph?
If the answer to these questions is affirmative,

t o u r i s m
becomes more
than an indus-
try. It becomes

an instrument of cultural confidence and dis-
tributed economic development.
India’s lesser-known destinations offer an
especially significant opportunity in this
regard. Technology can bring them to younger
audiences; mobility can make them accessible;
private investment can create appropriate
infrastructure; and community participation
can ensure that growth does not come at the
cost of identity. Initiatives supporting commu-
nity-led heritage tourism in the Himalayas,
including the documentation of oral traditions,
crafts and indigenous knowledge, demonstrate
how tourism can become an ally of preserva-
tion rather than its adversary.
But partnership must not become another
bureaucratic vocabulary for signing agree-
ments. An MoU is only a beginning. The real
partnership begins when an agreement pro-
duces a product, when a campaign produces
a traveller, when a traveller produces local
income, and when that income produces
greater community ownership of the destina-
tion. Industry associations and the travel
trade therefore remain indispensable. Their
knowledge of markets, travellers, itineraries
and distribution can convert aspiration into
actual journeys. States and local institutions,
meanwhile, determine the quality of the
experience on the ground.
The future of Indian tourism will consequent-
ly depend upon our ability to dissolve old insti-
tutional boundaries - between government and
industry, Centre and States, technology and tra-
dition, global platforms and local communi-
ties. Varanasi offers a glimpse of this possibil-
ity: storytelling, music, heritage, weaving,
hospitality and technology converging around
a single destination. The larger lesson is
unmistakable. India does not need merely
more tourists. It needs a stronger tourism
society. A society in which the citizen sees
tourism not as an industry belonging to
someone else, but as an opportunity in which
he or she has a stake. A society in which public
investment creates the platform, private
investment multiplies possibilities and com-
munity participation gives development legit-
imacy.
The tourism destination of the future will there-
fore not be a place marked on a map. It will
be a network of relationships. And India’s com-
petitive advantage may ultimately lie not
merely in the magnificence of what we
possess, but in our capacity to bring together
the many people and institutions capable of
transforming that inheritance into an experi-
ence the world values.
The question before us is no longer whether
India has enough to offer the traveller.
It plainly does. The question is whether we can
build the partnerships necessary to ensure that
every journey into India becomes a journey into
its civilisation - and that the prosperity gener-
ated by that journey reaches the people who
keep that civilisation alive.

Tourism beyond destinations: Why India’s

next leap must be built on partnership
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Building the foundation
for a new generation

From media monopoly to nationalist narrative: India’s information revolution

India has never suffered
from a shortage of desti-
nations. What it has occa-
sionally lacked is the insti-
tutional imagination to
make the world discover
them, reach them, experi-
ence them and, most
importantly, return to
them.
Our civilisational inheri-
tance is almost without
parallel: ancient cities and

living traditions, sacred landscapes and wildlife, archi-
tecture and crafts, cuisine and festivals, mountains and
coastlines. Yet tourism is not created by heritage alone.
A monument does not constitute a destination; a des-
tination is an ecosystem. It is the road that leads to it,
the story that precedes the journey, the hospitality that
receives the traveller, the artisan who gives it authen-
ticity, the technology that makes it discoverable, and
the community whose participation determines
whether tourism becomes an economic opportunity or
merely an intrusion.
This is why the next chapter of Indian tourism must be
written not in terms of destinations alone, but in terms
of partnerships. The old architecture of tourism was
largely hierarchical. Governments built infrastructure,
destinations were promoted, industry transported
and accommodated visitors, and communities
remained largely at the periphery. The new architec-
ture must be horizontal. Government, industry, tech-
nology companies, creators, investors, States, local
bodies and communities must become co-creators of
the tourism experience.
The distinction is more than semantic. It represents a
fundamental change in how we understand develop-
ment.
Tourism today is no longer simply the movement of
people from one place to another. It is the movement
of ideas, stories, aspirations, capital and cultural influ-
ence. The traveller increasingly seeks not merely to see
India but to encounter it - to taste its food, understand
its traditions, enter its homes, meet its artisans and par-
ticipate, however briefly, in its living culture. That trans-
formation presents India with an extraordinary oppor-
tunity. But opportunity without coordination rarely
becomes outcome.
The State therefore has a vital, though changing, role.
Its responsibility is not to do everything; it is to make
more things possible. Public investment in roads, air-
ports, railways, sanitation, digital infrastructure, her-
itage conservation and civic amenities provides the
foundation upon which private enterprise can innovate
and invest. Political will provides continuity and direc-
tion. Industry contributes capital, managerial expertise,
technology and access to markets. Communities con-
tribute what no government or corporation can man-
ufacture: authenticity.
The real challenge is to bring these capacities togeth-
er.
The Ministry of Tourism’s expanding engagement with
industry is an attempt in this direction. Eleven strate-
gic MoUs have been entered into, including five
exchanged on World Tourism Day 2026. Their impor-
tance lies not in the documents themselves but in the
capabilities they seek to connect - technology, mobil-
ity, hospitality, content, digital outreach and local enter-
prise.
Consider the changing economics of destination dis-
covery. A generation ago, a traveller might have
encountered India through a travel guide or an adver-
tisement. Today, a destination can enter the global imag-
ination through a film, a streaming platform, a creator’s
narrative or an image encountered on a mobile phone.
The collaboration with Netflix demonstrates this new
grammar of destination promotion, bringing India’s
culture, wildlife and mountain landscapes to interna-
tional audiences. Flavours of India, showcased at ITB
Berlin 2026, and promotional campaigns in London and
New York illustrate how the geography of tourism is
increasingly preceded by the geography of story-
telling.
But storytelling must eventually lead to a reason to
travel.
This is where the next generation of partnerships
becomes significant. Project Varanasi Priceless, devel-
oped with Mastercard, moves beyond advertising
towards an experience that can actually be discovered

GAJENDRA SINGH
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India’s tourism future depends not merely on showcasing its rich heritage but on building partnerships among
government, industry, technology and local communities to create memorable experiences, generate livelihoods

and ensure that tourism-led prosperity reaches the people who keep its civilisation alive



by Preeti Kulkarni 

Home loan borrowers 
in India are set to see 
their interest rates rise 
after nearly four years, 
prompting them to revisit 

their repayment strategies.
The Reserve Bank of India’s 

Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) 
raised the repo rate by 25 basis points 
on 7 October, from 5.25% to 5.5% (100 
basis points make up one percent-
age point). The hike aligns with the 
tightening  approach adopted by major 
global central banks.

As new retail floating-rate loans 
sanctioned since 1 October 2019 are 
linked to external benchmarks, mostly 
the repo rate, borrowers are likely to 
see higher rates. RBI data shows 68.2% 
of floating-rate loans are externally 
benchmarked.

Moreover, with the RBI shifting its 
stance from ‘neutral’ to ‘calibrated 
tightening’, borrowers may need to 
brace for further rate hikes of up to 75 
basis points in the coming months. 
“We expect cumulative rate hikes by 
the central bank to the tune of another 
50-75 bps over the next few months. The 
risk of a more aggressive rate hike cy-
cle hinges on whether the current West 
Asia conflict and rise in oil prices con-
tinue to linger for longer,” said Sakshi 
Gupta, Chief Economist, HDFC Bank.

New borrowers should decide 
whether to buy a house based on their 
need to live in it, rather than the pre-
vailing interest-rate cycle. Those clos-
er to finalising a deal should, however, 
watch for festive offers that may come 
with lower interest rates.
     Existing borrowers will also need 
to review their home loan interest and 
repayment plan. 

Assuming a 75 bps rate hike by 

Extending the tenure instead of raising 
EMIs will push up the interest outgo
on your home loan.

Repo rate hike: Raise your EMIs, 
prepay to curb interest load  

April 2027, their interest payable is set to rise 
sharply. Now, suppose a borrower is cur-
rently servicing a ̀ 50 lakh home loan with 
a 20-year tenure at an interest rate of 7.25% 
per annum. “By April next year, her interest 
rate will go up to 8%, and interest costs will 
swell from ̀ 44.85 lakh to ̀ 50.37 lakh. It is, 
therefore, time to rethink and redraw your 
repayment plan,” says Vipul Patel, Founder, 
MortgageWorld, a loan advisory platform. 

Banks must review their interest rates at 
least once every three months, so your inter-
est rate will be reset in due course. Bank of 
India has already announced a 25 bps hike in 
its home loan interest rates. Other banks are 
bound to follow suit. 

At your end, you will have to choose be-
tween an extension in loan tenure (typically, 
the default lender option) or an increase in 
equated monthly instalment (EMI) to ac-
count for the repo rate hike. In August 2023, 
the banking regulator asked banks to clearly 
intimate their customers about options 
available: enhancement in EMI, elongation 
of the number of EMIs (that is, loan tenure) 

keeping the EMI unchanged or a combina-
tion of both options. 

“On a ̀ 1 crore home loan, your monthly 
EMI will go up by a little over ̀ 1,500 due 
to the 25-bps hike (see graphic). It always 
makes sense to choose an EMI hike over re-
payment period extension, your cash flows 
permitting,” says Anuj Kesarwani, Founder, 
Zenith Finserve, a financial advisory firm.  
Likewise, on ̀ 50 lakh and ̀ 75 lakh loans, 
EMIs will rise by ̀ 768 and ̀ 1,152, respective-
ly, over a 20-year repayment tenure. Instead, 
if you extend the tenure, you will have to 
bear a higher interest rate burden. However, 
if you keep the EMI unchanged on a ̀ 50 lakh 
loan, you will pay an additional ̀ 2.72 lakh 
over the life of the loan compared to increas-
ing the EMI. 

“If you opt to increase the EMI, the loan 
tenure remains unchanged at 20 years (240 
months), but you pay more interest due to the 
higher rate. If you keep the EMI unchanged, 
the loan tenure increases by 12 months, 
resulting in an even higher interest outgo,” 
he adds. 

Part-prepayments can help
Regular lump-sum prepayments are anoth-
er way to reduce the principal amount and, 
thus, the interest outgo over the repayment 
period. Consider a borrower with a ̀  50-lakh 
loan and a 20-year tenure who decides to 
make a lump-sum prepayment of ̀ 1 lakh 

after her home loan interest rate creeps 
up to 7.75% from 7.5%, following a repo 
rate hike. By doing so, she can cut her 
interest cost over the repayment period 

by about ̀  3.51 lakh.  However, if lump-sum 
prepayments are difficult, then you can con-
sider voluntarily raising the EMIs. “Even a 
modest EMI hike of  ̀ 2,000-5,000 can drasti-
cally bring down your interest burden,” says 
Patel.  For example, say, post the RBI repo 
revision, you decide to increase your EMI 
voluntarily by ̀ 5,000 on a ̀ 50-lakh home loan 
with a 20-year repayment period. 

You will not only slash your interest pay-
able by close to ̀ 12 lakh, but your loan tenure 
will also shrink to around 16 years, down 
from 20 years. 

Negotiate with your lender
Another tool to reduce interest costs is to 
negotiate with your lender. Your home loan 
rate comprises the repo rate, operating costs 
and credit risk premium. Operating costs 
can be reviewed and reset every three years. 
“There is room for negotiation in the credit 
risk premium element. Lenders can review 
it regularly, without any set timeframe. So, 
if your credit scores are high, you can use 
that as leverage to get your lender to offer 
the best possible interest rate to you,” says 
Kunal Shah, Co-founder, SURE Financial, 
a loan analytics start-up. For instance, if 
your credit score has improved from 750 to 
over 800 since taking a home loan in 2025, 
you can negotiate a 50 bps rate cut if your 
lender offers lower rates to borrowers with 
scores above 800 and has not already passed 
on the benefit. “Even if your lender does not 
disclose credit score-linked interest rate grid 
transparently on its website, any significant 
improvement in your credit score should 
prompt you to proactively negotiate with 
your existing lender,” he adds.

Consider switching lenders
If your bank does not reconsider, use your 
improved credit profile to switch to another 
lender offering a lower rate. Keep an eye out 
for festive offers, where banks may offer low-
er rates to new borrowers, including custom-
ers who transfer loans.  Finally, borrowers 
servicing older loans linked to the marginal 
cost of funds-based lending rate (MCLR) 
should consider switching to an external 
benchmark-linked lending rate (EBLR) loan, 
even if it entails a nominal fee. According to 
RBI, nearly one-third (29.6%) of floating-rate 
loans remain linked to MCLR, where trans-
mission of repo rate changes to borrowers 
has been less effective.

Extending the tenure instead of raising 
EMIs will push up the interest outgo

Part-prepayments can help
Regular lump-sum prepayments are anoth-
er way to reduce the principal amount and, 
thus, the interest outgo over the repayment 
period. 
loan and a 20-year tenure who decides to 
make a lump-sum prepayment of 

after her home loan interest rate creeps 
up to 7.75% from 7.5%, following a repo 
rate hike. By doing so, she can cut her 

The math of smarter 
loan repayment

Original position 
(pre-repo rate hike)

Post 25 bps 
repo rate hike 

After `1 lakh
prepayment

After EMI hike 
of `5,000

Interest rate 7.5% 7.75% 7.75% 7.75%

EMI (`) 40,280 41,047 41,047 46,047

Tenure (months) 240 240 230 188

Assumptions: Tenure: 20 yearsHome loan: `50 lakh

Total amount
payable (`)

Total interest 
payable (`)

96,67,118 95,00,416
86,42,295

98,51,383

46,67,118 48,51,383 45,00,416
36,42,295

Interest saved (`) 12,09,0873,50,967

preeti.kulkarni@timesofi ndia.com

Increase EMI or extend tenure: what works best?
Original EMI before repo hike* If you increase the EMI… If EMI remains unchanged…

Loan amount (`) 50,00,000 1,00,00,000 50,00,000 1,00,00,000 50,00,000 1,00,00,000

Interest rate 7.50% 7.75% 7.75%

Loan tenure (months) 240 240 252

EMI (`) 40,280 80,559 41,047 82,095 40,280 80,559

Monthly EMI increase NA NA 768 1,536 NA NA

Total interest payable (`) 46,67,118 93,34,237 48,51,383 97,02,766 51,23,222 1,02,46,445

Extra interest to be paid (`) NA NA 1,84,264 3,68,529 4,56,104 9,12,208
Notes: 1.* Before RBI’s repo rate revision of 25 bps on October 7; 2. ^Post repo rate hike; NA: Not Applicable. Source: Zenith Finserve

Source: MortgageWorld

fi nancial planningplanning

50%

12 The Economic Times Wealth October12-18, 2026



The Economic Times Wealth October12-18, 2026 13

by Riju Mehta

The latest reforms by the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) Council are 
set to enhance the ease and cost 
of doing business, but no fresh 
tax rates mean there will be no 

immediate price cuts for consumers. At its 
57th meeting on 8 October, the Council an-
nounced sweeping changes in enforcement, 
litigation, compliance and registration, 
alongside wider input tax credit (ITC) and 
faster refunds. Small businesses and taxpay-
ers stand to gain the most from simpler pro-
cedures, lower compliance thresholds and 
reduced penalties. 

Input tax credit (ITC)
To curb cascading tax, ease working capital 
pressures and reduce disputes, the Council 
has reduced ITC restrictions on expenses 
such as health and life insurance and out-
door catering. It has also allowed refunds of 
accumulated ITC on input services in speci-
fied inverted duty cases for eligible credits 
from 1 November 2026, and refunds on capi-
tal goods for zero-rated supplies and inverted 
duty cases, spread over 60 months for eligible 
credits from 1 April 2027.

In insurance, the change will ease the cost 
burden, but will not automatically lower GST 
on individual premiums. “Allowing ITC in 

The latest changes proposed by the GST Council will help cut costs and ease cash flow for companies.

group health and life insurance is a welcome 
step. It reduces the tax burden on employers 
and could encourage wider employee cover-
age, particularly among micro, small and me-
dium enterprises (MSMEs). However, the real 
success will be when these savings translate 
into insurance benefits and more comprehen-
sive coverage for employees,” says Mayank 
Gosar, CEO, Softcon Capital.

“The 18% ITC can make group insurance 
more affordable for smaller businesses, which 
often rely on such benefits to attract and re-
tain talent,” says Sajja Praveen Chowdary, 
Director & CEO, Policybazaar for Business. 
“The savings could be channelled towards 
business growth and expansion or used to en-
hance employee benefits. Over the medium to 
long term, wider insurance coverage among 

the MSME workforce can also reduce the 
dependence of lower-income households on 
government-funded healthcare and social 
security schemes,” he adds.

Enforcement & litigation
Among the biggest changes in enforcement 
burden and litigation are the complete with-
drawal of arrest powers under GST through 
the proposed omission of Section 69, and 
reduction in the maximum general penalty 
from ̀ 25,000 to ̀ 10,000. The prosecution 
threshold has also been raised from ̀ 1 crore 
to ̀ 5 crore. Besides, clearer guidelines have 
been issued for demand notices and adjudica-
tion orders. 

Faster refunds
The Council has recommended amendments 
in Section 54 of the CGST Act, 2017 and the rel-
evant CGST Rules, 2017, to enhance the pro-
cessing of refunds in two phases. In the first 
phase, automatic sanctioning for full refunds 
of excess balances in electronic cash ledgers 
has been allowed. The time limit for issuing 
an acknowledgement or deficiency memo has 
also been cut from 15 days to 10 days. 

For eligible refund claims relating to zero-
rated supplies and inverted duty structures, 
90% of the claimed amount will be sanctioned 
provisionally through an automated, risk-
based system. “Faster, system-driven refunds, 

including the proposed release of 90% of 
eligible refunds after risk assessment, 
can unlock working capital and im-
prove liquidity, particularly for export-
ers and MSMEs,” says Gosar.

The second phase will provide au-
tomated processing and full refunds 
for eligible zero-rated supply claims, 
subject to verification and adjustment 
of pending dues. 

Registration and compliance
To make GST administration simpler, 
the Council has proposed clearer 
documentation requirements and a 
more user-friendly registration por-
tal, automatic acceptance of specified 
registration amendments, simplified 
cancellation procedures, and better 
reconciliation of GST returns and ITC 
claims to reduce the notices resulting 
from mismatches. It has also allowed 
automatic registration for eligible 
small sellers using e-commerce plat-
forms to supply goods in states where 
they have no physical presence, subject 
to conditions. 

According to Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, the reforms will 
come into effect from 1 April 2027.

riju.mehta@timesofindia.com

abhinav.kaul@timesofindia.com

GST reforms

Simpler processes, lower litigation
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by Abhinav Kaul

The Securities and Exchange Board of 
India (Sebi) has taken a major step to 
make bond investing more transpar-

ent for investors. Through a circular dated 
7 October 2026, the capital markets regula-
tor has mandated a colour-coded visual 
tool that will tell investors, at a glance, how 
risky a debt instrument is before they put 
money into it.

The idea is that credit ratings like AAA, 
AA or BBB mean little to a first-time bond 
investor. A colour-coded meter, resembling 
a speedometer, translates that into 
something intuitive—green for safe, red 
for risky. Sebi has now made it compulsory 
for issuers of debt securities and Online 
Bond Platform Providers (OBPPs) to 
display this Credit Risk-o-Meter across 
offer documents, abridged prospectuses, 
private placement memoranda, all 
advertisements, and their web and 
mobile platforms. 

The meter maps six distinct 
risk levels to specific colours. 
Instruments rated AAA —the top-
level of creditworthiness—will be 
shown in Irish Green, signalling 
the lowest credit risk. As ratings 
slide down, the colours shift: AA-

Sebi’s colour-coded Credit Risk-o-Meter for bonds 
rated instruments get a Chartreuse shade 
under the Very Low Credit Risk  label; 
A-rated bonds turn Neon Yellow, marking 
Low Credit Risk.

The middle of the risk spectrum—BBB-
rated instruments—shows up in Caramel 
for Moderate Credit Risk. Credit Risk-o-
Meter turns darker as risk rises: BB-rated 
securities are flagged in Dark Orange as 
carrying Moderate Risk of Default. At the 
riskiest end— instruments rated B, C or D 
—the meter goes Red, warning investors of 
High to Very High Risk of Default.

Sebi has specified the exact HTML colour 

codes for each level, leaving no room for 
issuers or platforms to interpret the colour 
scheme loosely. The same colour scheme 
must be used across all digital platforms 
as well as polychrome printed promotional 
materials.

The regulator has also addressed a 
scenario when a single bond carries 
ratings from more than one credit rating 
agency. In such cases, Sebi says the Credit 
Risk-o-Meter must reflect the lowest of all 
assigned ratings, though issuers are free 
to disclose all ratings alongside the meter.  
For unsecured bonds, including perpetual 
instruments like Additional Tier-1 (AT1) 
bonds, Sebi has added a layer of caution. 
The word “unsecured” must appear below 
the meter in bold red text. For AT1 bonds 
specifically, a separate disclaimer must 

warn investors that these instruments 
carry the risk of total loss of invested 

capital -- a reminder of lessons learnt 
from high-profile bank bond write-

offs in recent years.
A standard disclaimer must 

clarify that the meter reflects only 
credit risk, excluding market 
and liquidity risks. If an issuer is 
flagged as “Not Cooperating” by 

a credit rating agency, the meter’s 
arrow must point to a separate 

INC zone, making the warning clearly 
visible to investors.

Online bond platforms must update 
the Credit Risk-o-Meter within 24 
hours of receiving rating change 
alerts from depositories such as NSDL 
(National Securities Depository 
Limited) and CDSL (Central 
Depository Services Limited). The 
meter must appear prominently on 
bond listing and details pages, ahead 
of investment buttons. 

“Credit ratings can sometimes 
be misleading, with the same bond 
rated differently by agencies. Making 
disclosure of the lowest rating 
mandatory will help investors get a 
more realistic picture of the credit 
risk,” says Balachandran S, Founder 
& CEO, MoneyMan Investments. 
Further, bond platforms often 
highlight high yields but fail to 
adequately disclose security and 
credit risks. “Sebi’s colour-coded 
Risk-O-Meter and standardised 
disclosures will help retail investors 
identify risky investments more 
easily and make informed decisions,” 
he added.

Risk profile Rating
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An execution is designed to leave no uncertainty. The 
state announces a death sentence, prepares a 
procedure intended to cause death, administers the 
drugs and records the prisoner’s death. There is no 

provision in the logic of capital punishment for the condemned 
person to wake up and ask where she is. 

That is what makes the case of Christa Pike so disturbing. 
Tennessee did not merely prepare to execute her and then abort 
the attempt. The lethal drugs were administered. Two doses of 
pentobarbital entered her body. Yet her heart continued  
to beat, and after days of unconsciousness she began  
speaking again. 

The significance of that survival goes beyond the question of 
whether the execution protocol was correctly followed. A state 
may be able to demonstrate that its officials complied with a 
prescribed procedure. It still has to confront the much harder 
question of what that procedure accomplished. 

Pike is alive, but apparently badly affected by what 
happened. Her lawyers say she has suffered severe swelling in 
her arms, a blood clot, pneumonia and an inability to swallow. 
For several days they believed she might be brain-dead. Her 
subsequent recovery has therefore not restored the situation to 
what it was before the execution attempt. The state may have 
the right to execute Pike for her crime; it has no right to 
compound that punishment with suffering inflicted by the 
failure of its own execution. 

That creates a peculiar legal and moral problem. If an 
execution is the ultimate and irreversible punishment, what is 
the status of an attempted execution that fails? Can the state 
simply regard the first attempt as an unsuccessful procedure 
and begin preparing for another? Or does the fact that the 
prisoner survived - and suffered serious medical consequences 
- alter what the state is entitled to do next? 

A prison sentence can be corrected if a conviction is 
overturned. Compensation can be paid for wrongful 
imprisonment. An unjust fine can be returned. Death cannot be 
undone. Yet Pike’s case demonstrates that even the machinery 
intended to cause death as punishment can itself produce a 
state of affairs for which the system may have no answer. 

The preservation of syringes, intravenous lines, drug 
packaging, records and other evidence is not bureaucratic 
housekeeping. It is essential if the public is to know whether the 
failure resulted from human error, defective equipment, 
inadequate medical safeguards, the drugs themselves or a 
combination of factors. 

If Tennessee eventually seeks to execute Pike again, it will 
not be attempting an ordinary execution. It will be attempting 
to impose the same irreversible punishment on a woman who 
has already survived one effort to kill her. 

That possibility forces the capital-punishment debate into 
unfamiliar territory. The issue is no longer only whether the 
state has the legal authority to take a life. It is whether, after its 
first attempt has failed so dramatically, the state can credibly 
claim that it has the certainty, safeguards and institutional 
competence required to make another attempt. 

Activists, by their daring, have been 
instrumental in bringing about 
change for the better. Sometimes, 
it was single individuals who stood 

up against the social order such as Rosa 
Parks, who had the courage to remain seated 
in a public bus at a time when the prevailing 
mores of racial discrimination demanded 
that she give up her seat to a white skinned 
passenger. 

Others spearheaded mass movements 
such as the Civil Disobedience movement 
for freedom in India started by Gandhiji, 
and there have been global movements 
spanning diverse cultures with shared goals 
such as the Fridays for Future climate 
movement led by Greta Thunberg and 
amplified largely by youth across the globe. 
All of these brought a welcome breath of 
fresh air and disrupted stale patterns of 
thought and action. In fact, in our case it 
won us our freedom from British rule. 

When reading Herman Hesse’s magnificent 
book “Siddhartha’ I was in complete resonance 
with his idea of a river being representative 
of life itself. There is change every second 
and yet a continuity across the aeons. 
Similarly, the broad structure of a social 
order shows a historical continuity even as 
changes keep occurring in a natural manner 
based on the needs and experiences of 
people. Some changes are inflicted on people 
by those governing them. 

Yet, all too often, things stagnate. It can 
perhaps be likened to going in circles like a 
local eddy current in the river, or the drastic 
slow-down that building a dam on the river 
may bring. At the level of society, non- 
progression may reflect that perhaps people 
have become lazy or accepting of the status 
quo or are afraid to voice their concerns. Or 
do not read the writing on the wall till it is 
too late. 

An example of delayed action is the current 
global warming. Despite scientists alerting 
humanity to the dangers of climate change 
since the mid twentieth century and 

governments being formally alerted in the 
1960s, an intergovernmental panel on climate 
change ~ IPCC ~ was formed only in 1988 
under the auspices of the UN along with the 
World Meteorological Organization. 

Even so, several decades and global climate 
conferences later, we are witnessing far too 
frequent natural disasters ~ the effects of 
catastrophic temperature rise on Mother 
Earth, ‘Gaia’. Most believe we have reached 
a point of no return. And this precisely, 
is the role of activism. To highlight and 
intervene in conditions that are harmful 
for society before it is too late. 

Undertaking the herculean and noble 
task of activism comes with its own set 
of challenges. Since activism is by nature 
disruptive, it is frequently resisted by 
large sections of society for a myriad 
reasons. Many simply dislike change. In 
fact, we humans are notorious for not 
easily moving out of comfort zones and 
those familiar ruts. Lack of awareness, a 
selfish nature, or even just being extremely 
busy earning a living may prevent people 
from engaging with social responsibilities.  

On a separate note, some people may 
benefit financially or otherwise from the 
status quo. For example, there is a near 
universal realization that the world needs 
to move away from fossil fuels towards more 
sustainable energy. Yet those who own coal 
mines may not want to see a dip in their 
personal profits and may use their  
considerable wealth to overtly or covertly 
prevent such an ecologically important step 
being undertaken. Sometimes, narrow political 
considerations prompt elected representatives 
to avoid policy changes so as not to lose an 
influential voter base. 

Activism requires infinite patience. Deep 
rooted malaises take a long time to destroy. 
When efforts are global, and the stakeholders 
many, reaching a consensus is a complicated, 
long drawn-out process spanning years. For 
example, the International Physicians for 
the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) 
formed by American and Russian doctors 
in 1980, advocated for the need to prevent 
further proliferation of nuclear weapons.  

They highlighted that the medical outcomes 
of atomic bombing, as seen in the devastation 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki citizens, were 

so deadly for humans that the only cure 
was prevention itself. They won the Nobel 
prize for peace in 1985 for their effort. 

In 2007 they started a campaign ~ 
International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear 
Weapons (ICAN). This involved civil society 
groups from several countries who worked 
collectively on adoption and implementation 
of this nuclear ban treaty and total elimination 

of nuclear weapons. Despite 
the use of nuclear weapons 
being an imminent and 
persistent threat, it was only 
a full decade later, in 2017, 
that the UN passed a declaration 
for the prohibition of nuclear 
weapons based on this 
sustained campaign. 

Activism requires a certain 
degree of self- confidence, 
selflessness and a lot of 
courage. Activism often comes 
at a heavy cost. Activists 
frequently lose jobs and other 
good opportunities. They 
are branded with all sorts of 
monikers to discourage them, 

even to the extent of being labelled terrorists. 
Vested business interests spend huge amounts 
of money to protect their own profits rather 
than safeguard our planet. 

Hence, activism can involve confronting 
rude, ruthless and privileged people. Most 
importantly, activism is not a regular paid 
profession that puts food on the table. It is 
not a full-time vocation with promotions 
that can help feed your family or help you 
secure a pension. It is merely an answer to 
the compulsive cry of the conscience. 

Hence, since activism is not normally a 
naturally integrated part of a person’s life, 
nor is it a paid vocation, it falls upon a select 
few to take up this crucial activity. Who 
then becomes an activist?  

Well, it requires a certain bent of mind 
that wishes to see social justice prevail and 
a generosity of spirit that allows a person to 
spend time doing something that benefits 
the world at large but may not bring any 
personal reward or gain. 

So many selfless humans have sacrificed 
their lives outright or have put themselves 
in danger or discomfort. To name just a few, 

we have the determined Indian freedom 
fighters such as Lokmanya Tilak or Bhagat 
Singh, or the celebrated African anti-apartheid 
activist Nelson Mandela who spent years in 
jail or more recently, the brave activists from 
many nations sailing towards Gaza in flotillas. 

Drivers of activism include a deeply 
ingrained sense of wanting to see fairness 
in the social order, a higher level of ambition 
(greater than personal ambition), an active 
conscience, or sometimes being part of a 
harrowing incident where you can’t  
possibly let another human go through the 
same horrific experience or you can’t let a 
perpetrator get away. 

Many a time an activist is literally born 
overnight. Indians felt a deep and bitter 
collective jolt when Nirbhaya was gangraped 
in 2012. I remember when details of the 
terrible incident came out in the news, I just 
couldn’t bring myself to continue my routine 
medical OPD.  

I left my clinic and headed towards Jantar 
Mantar, never having been there, not sure 
what I would do, but driven by a deep 
restlessness and a desire to contribute 
somehow. Just like me, thousands of shocked, 
outraged citizens headed out of home and 
office onto streets, wanting to demonstrate 
solidarity with the grieving parents of 
Nirbhaya. Collective activism brought in a 
slew of women’s safety laws.   

Activists are a spunky lot and use diverse 
and imaginative ways to get their point 
across. It could be a song ~ ‘Hum Dekhenge’ 
by Faiz Ahmad Faiz is an iconic revolutionary 
song that comes to mind, or a poem, or an 
inspiring speech ~ graduation day speeches 
are a platform popular with students. The 
British painter, Banksy, chose to paint 
incognito at night in public spaces ~ his art 
powerfully depicting social themes. But the 
most popular methodology for activism at 
a universal level is a good old-fashioned 
street march. 

Should more people turn to activism? 
Definitely. It is a courageous way to creatively 
and efficiently channelise anger and help 
bring about reform. My wise sibling advised 
me when we were growing up: ‘don’t get 
angry, get even’. Standing up for change is a 
useful way to ‘get even’ with any system 
that disappoints.

The renminbi has staged a notable 
recovery against the dollar since 
the second half of 2025, prompting 
renewed discussion about how 

much further it can rise. 
Some link currency appreciation to 

productivity gains in China’s tradable 
sectors, including electric vehicles, renewable 
energy equipment and shipbuilding. To 
explain why an increase in manufacturing 
productivity would affect the exchange 
rate, they point to a phenomenon known 
as the Balassa-Samuelson effect. 

The logic is straightforward. More 
productive factories can compete more 
successfully in global markets and pay 
higher wages. Because workers are mobile 
across sectors, wages in local restaurants, 
schools and hospitals also rise. If productivity 
in these services does not keep pace, 
providers must raise prices to accommodate 

higher wages. A haircut in China becomes 
more expensive relative to one elsewhere 
(after taking the exchange rate into account), 
even though the barber has not improved 
in any way. This is a real exchange-rate 
appreciation, and it can happen through 
a stronger renminbi, higher 
domestic prices or both. 

We have seen this before. 
Postwar Germany and Japan 
experienced episodes of sustained 
currency appreciation as their 
productivity converged toward 
US levels. China itself experienced 
a similar dynamic between 
2005 and 2013, when the renminbi 
appreciated by roughly 35 percent against 
the dollar. But that does not necessarily 
mean that a new wave of artificial 
intelligence-driven productivity gains will 
cause the renminbi to appreciate even 

faster. AI may raise productivity precisely 
where the traditional Balassa-Samuelson 
mechanism assumes it will lag: non-tradable 
services. Previous technological revolutions 
favored activities that could be mechanized, 
standardized or scaled. The ICT revolution 

transformed finance, telecommunications 
and e-commerce, making many 
services more tradable.  

But healthcare, education and other 
local services remained largely 
dependent on human time and 
judgment. In Chinese public hospitals, 
for example, patient consultations 
per physician per day slipped from 

7.5 in 2014 to 7.2 in 2024. 
These are precisely the kinds of activities 

that generative AI can assist with, helping 
doctors, teachers and other professionals 
process information and analyze data. If 
productivity rises in local services, their 

unit costs may fall rather than rise. 
Local services differ from manufacturing 

in another important way. A more efficient 
car factory can sell more vehicles abroad. 
A more efficient hospital cannot easily 
export more consultations. The productivity 
dividend is largely trapped at home, where 
it is more likely to show up in lower prices. 
Food delivery offers a simple illustration: 
Better algorithms allow riders to complete 
more orders per hour, but a more efficient 
delivery network in Beijing cannot deliver 
dinner in New York. 

This can be understood as a reverse 
Balassa-Samuelson effect. Instead of rising 
manufacturing productivity pushing up 
the relative price of services, productivity 
gains in non-tradable services will push 
down relative prices, creating real depreciation 
pressure or offsetting some of the pressure 
for real appreciation.

Europe is being forced to confront an uncomfortable 
reality: the next major security crisis may not begin 
with tanks crossing a border. It may begin with a 
severed cable, a paralysed computer network, a 

sabotaged airport or a carefully planted piece of disinformation. 
Russia’s confrontation with Europe has increasingly moved 

into this ambiguous territory. The objective is not necessarily to 
wage conventional war, but to impose costs, create uncertainty 
and exploit divisions without provoking the kind of 
unmistakable military response that an armed invasion would 
trigger. That makes the threat harder to deter ~ and potentially 
more corrosive. 

The mapping of undersea cables in the North Sea is a case in 
point. Modern European economies depend on invisible 
infrastructure: telecommunications cables, energy links, ports, 
satellites and digital networks. Damage to any of these can have 
consequences far beyond the immediate site of an attack. A 
society that depends upon uninterrupted connectivity is also a 
society with an extraordinary number of points at which an 
adversary can cause disruption. 

This changes the meaning of national security. Governments 
can no longer treat defence as primarily a matter of soldiers, 
aircraft and missiles. Intelligence services, cyber-security 
agencies, technology companies and infrastructure operators 
are now part of the frontline. The arrest of a former head of 
Germany’s Federal Intelligence Service on espionage allegations 
is a reminder that vulnerabilities can exist within institutions as 
well as around them. 

For Britain and Germany, closer cooperation is therefore not 
merely a diplomatic convenience. Their security interests are 
converging. Britain possesses substantial intelligence, military 
and technological capabilities; Germany occupies a pivotal 
position at the centre of continental Europe. Neither can 
adequately protect itself against a transnational threat  
by acting alone. 

That logic extends beyond the two countries. Brexit may have 
changed Britain’s institutional relationship with the European 
Union, but it did not change its geography. British security 
remains inseparable from the security of its European 
neighbours. If the threat is increasingly organised across 
borders, the response must be as well. 

This also gives a strategic dimension to the debate over 
Britain's future relationship with the EU. The argument for 
closer European cooperation need not rest on nostalgia for 
Britain's pre-Brexit arrangements. It can rest on something 
more immediate: security. Cooperation on intelligence, 
cyber-defence, critical infrastructure, technology and sanctions 
is likely to become increasingly important as Russia tests 
Europe’s resilience. 

The danger, however, is that Europe responds only after each 
incident. Hybrid warfare thrives in precisely that environment - 
where individual acts of sabotage or cyber intrusion can appear 
too small to justify a collective response, yet collectively amount 
to a sustained campaign. 

Europe therefore needs to decide whether it regards these 
incidents as isolated nuisances or as part of a strategic 
challenge. Treating them as the former would invite further 
escalation. Recognising them as the latter is the first step 
towards building a Europe capable of defending itself in a war 
that increasingly does not look like one. 

Botched  attempt 

Grey  War 

Activism can involve 
confronting rude, ruthless and 
privileged people. Most 
importantly, activism is not a 
regular paid profession that 
puts food on the table. It is not a 
full- time vocation with 
promotions that can help feed 
your family or help you secure a 
pension. It is merely an answer 
to the compulsive cry of the 
conscience. Hence, since 
activism is not normally a 
naturally integrated part of a 
person’s life, nor is it a paid 
vocation, it falls upon a select 
few to take up this crucial 
activity 
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Under process 
Sir, The Indian government and Elon 

Musk engaged in a war of words on Thursday, 
after the department of telecommunications 
(DoT) rejected allegations that domestic 
business interests were blocking Starlink’s 
satellite internet services, prompting the 
tech billionaire to ask if ‘Ambani is the real 
boss of India’.  

The government earlier in the day rebutted 
the US business tycoon’s allegations that 
Starlink’s satellite communication services 
were being blocked, making it clear that 
compliance with security norms was 
mandatory for every satellite communication 
licensee in the country. The telecom ministry 
said the country’s authorization framework 
for telecom and satellite services was “fair 
and non-discriminatory” and that any 
suggestion of its selective application was 
“baseless and misconceived”. 

The government has licensed three 
companies ~ Musk’s Starlink, Reliance Jio’s 
satellite venture Jio Satcom and Bharti-backed 
Eutelsat OneWeb ~ but none can begin 
commercial services until the required 
security assessments and spectrum-related 
approvals are completed. ‘Security assessment 
as part of this process is currently under 
way in respect of all three licensees,’ the 
telecom ministry said in a statement.  

The comments came a day after Musk 
alleged on X that “certain oligarchs” were 
blocking Starlink to protect a “monopolistic 
chokehold” on the Indian market. Musk 
also rejected claims that Starlink services 
had been used by militants in Manipur, 
saying its satellite beams had been switched 
off over India and could not, therefore, have 
been used for any purpose there.  

Under the government’s framework, a 
licensed satellite operator can move to the 
spectrum-assignment stage once it completes 

the required security process. The telecom 
ministry said all three licensees were “broadly 
at the same regulatory stage”. 

Yours, etc., Bhagwan Thadani, 
Mumbai, 9 October.  

 

Balanced  
Sir, Please refer to today’s report “GST 

reforms: Arrest powers of tax officers 
scrapped”. Rolled out in 2017, the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) regime is set for an 
important course correction. As the GST 
Council considers sweeping enforcement 
and compliance reforms, the proposed shift 
from departmental arrests to judicial oversight 
is not a retreat from tax enforcement. It is 
a move towards a more mature system ~ 
one that distinguishes routine tax disputes 
from deliberate fraud. The proposed reforms 
offer a better balance. Ordinary disputes 
should primarily be settled through assessment, 

recovery of tax, interest and penalties.  
Criminal prosecution should be reserved 

for substantial fraud, with arrests requiring 
judicial scrutiny. Such a framework would 
strengthen due process without weakening 
the State’s ability to penalise evaders. The 
need for sharper enforcement is obvious. 
Input tax credit fraud totalling Rs 74,782 
crore was detected in 2025-26 and 358 
people were arrested. These figures demonstrate 
the scale of organised tax evasion, but they 
also emphasise why resources should be 
directed at deliberate wrongdoing rather 
than procedural lapses.  

And the wider GST 2.0 agenda is equally 
encouraging. Faster, risk-based refunds, 
simpler registration, protection of genuine 
buyers’ input tax credit and fewer low- 
value notices can substantially reduce 
compliance costs.  

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, 
Kolkata, 9 October.
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News Items

BAN ON PRESS 

OVERTHROW OF 
LENINISM TO BE 
RESISTED 
(“Times” Special Service.) 
London, Oct. 

According to the Times’ Riga correspondent 
the decision to bring Trotsky, Zinovieff and others 
before a Party tribunal has greatly excited the 
country. The Oppositionists retaliated by demanding 
an election and an Extraordinary Congress to 
consider the Stalinists’ abuse of power in flouting 
recent Party decisions. A strict censorship prevents 
newspapers from publishing the progress of the 
dispute, except the resolutions condemning the 
Oppositionists. Voroshiloff, Commissioner for 
War, declares that internal strife rivets the Red 
Army’s attention, but the Army will repulse all 
attempts to overthrow Leninism. 

 
 

LORD LYTTON 

RESUMES OFFICE ON 
RETURN FROM LEAVE 

An issue of the Calcutta Gazette Extraordinary 
contains the announcement that Lord Lytton, 
the Governor of Bengal, returned from leave of 
absence and resumed charge of his office on the 
forenoon of Sunday, October 10. Sir Hugh 
Stephenson, whose appointment as a Commissioner 
of a Division took effect on Sunday, resigned his 
office as a member of the Governor of Bengal’s 
Executive Council as from that day, Mr. L. Birley 
is appointed to fill the vacancy on the Executive 
Council caused by Sir Hugh Stephenson’s 
re-signation. Sir Hugh Stephenson is allowed 
leave on average pay from October 10, 1926, to 
April 9, 1927, both days inclusive. 

 
 

ELECTRICITY FOR GAS 

MADRAS RAILWAY 
PROVIDING FOR 
SUBSTITUTION 
Madras, Oct. 

In the budget now under consideration, the 
Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway are 
making provision for the final stage in substituting 
electric light for gas in all the broadgauge carriages. 

 

A FLYING DUCHESS 

LATEST WOMAN AIR 
PILOT RECRUIT 
(From Our Special Representative.) 
London, Oct. 

The latest recruit to the flying world is the 
Duchess of Bedford who frequently hires a D.H. 
aeroplane to fly from Manchester to Woburn 
Abbey where the machine alights in the park 
and taxies to the front door. 

 

BLAZE ON LINER 

FIRE DISCOVERED ON 
JUTE CARGO VESSEL 
London, Oct. 

The Ellerman and Hall steamer City of 
Christiania, bound for London from Calcutta 
with a cargo of jute and tea, without passengers, 
was towed into Southampton Water this evening 
with holds 2 and 3 and also the bunkers on fire. 
The fire was discovered off Ushant on Friday. 
Reuters Special Service.

ACROSS 
 
1    Type of rock 

providing road-

building material 

(4,4) 

5    Old city�s endless 

conflict in past  

(6) 

10  Assume power, 

having deviously 

enchanted others 

(6,3,6) 

11  Showing 

uninterested state, 

is told off by head 

(10) 

13  Charge department 

for meal (4) 

15  Secretary to call by 

one or two, working 

jointly (7) 

17  One�s worked 

diligently, it�s 

inferred? The 

opposite! (7) 

18  Skip introduction to 

funny little man, a 

foreign character 

(7) 

19  Sappers taking 

seconds to destroy 

train again (7) 

21  Knock back some 

speed, a pill or a 

tablet (4) 

22  With advantage 

finally evaporating, 

finish becomes 

tense (10) 

25  Annulment priest 

must adapt for 

control board  

(10,5) 

27  Square cut turns 

game (8) 

28  Clubman recalled 

dropping couples 

outside (6) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Gets warmer food in 

hotel that�s dearer 

(5,2) 

2    Ogre with head 

lowered, seeing 

gigantic bird (3) 

3    Small volume�s 

middle covering 

international 

literature (10) 

4    Betray Resistance 

straightaway when 

abandoned by 

Church (3,2) 

6    Emperor Moth 

beginning to fly 

over  

(4) 

7    Bone broken by 

Lorenzo, say, 

requiring adoption 

of current stress-

related science  

(11) 

8    Did Lee collapse 

after Confederacy 

finally surrendered? 

(7) 

9    I set fire ablaze, 

being more spirited 

(8) 

12  Failing internally, ill 

orang is stricken in 

consequence of 

eating wrong fruit 

(8,3) 

14  Mark small extract 

from Eugene O�Neill 

(10) 

16  Kind manner, one 

not evident in 

blokes  

(9) 

18  BoJo�s right wing 

view (7) 

20  Periodically claim 

total I earn will get 

reduced  

(7) 

23  Flower that may be 

potted?  

(4) 

24  Cover charge for 

audience  

(4) 

26  Arrest of Briton 

abroad  

(3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19 20

21 22 23

24

25 26

27 28

B A I S A O S H
U F F I N G T O N W H I T E
S F M A A E N B
H O R S E B E T E N O I R E

A M L H S
M A Y P O L E E P I S T L E
O R M N E R
T H E I R O N A G E R Y E
I X A I X C
F R O G M A N G R O M M E T

R T E R O
R O C K E T M A N A R R O W
U I N E E B O A
H U S K Y N O V E L I S T S
R T A T A E E H

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Last SaturdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 12 October 1926

Andrew Hamilton compared 
power to a river: within its 
bounds, it is beautiful and 
useful, but once overflowing, 

it is infinitely destructive. That is 
why Pericles offered the strong 
prescription of eternal vigilance to 
the Athenians. That is also why, two 
thousand years later, Montesquieu 
suggested that state power should 
be parceled into three innocuous 
parts, all kept scrupulously separate. 
Exactly the opposite happens when 
large companies not only wield a 
vast amount of economic power but 
parlay it into substantial political 
power. The potential for social damage 
is then overwhelming. 

Some seem to associate the danger 
principally with cartels and corruption. 
Others assume that big companies 
break the rules mainly by conspiring 
together to constrict supplies or 
charge higher prices, and by corrupting 
public officials to give them favored 
treatment. These are illicit acts that 
doubtless happen periodically, and 
the popular assumptions should tell 
companies something about their 
standing in public perception. 

The more important point is that 
companies do not have to gain political 
leverage by gouging the public or 
suborning the public servant. They 
have at least three broad and perfectly 
legitimate channels to subvert the 
decision-making process in their 
favour and compound economic 
power with political power. 

The first is the channel of campaign 
contributions in election time. Every 
couple of years the cost of an election 

campaign doubles or quadruples. 
Some countries have legal limits on 
electoral expenditure; nobody even 
pretends to observe them. The 
expenses of transport, communication, 
publicity, security and maintenance 
of a huge army of secretaries, assistants, 
influencers and hangers-on total a 
fortune even few wealthy candidates 
can command. Companies cover the 
gap with cars, crew and cash. In 
return, of course, they expect to call 
the tune the elected politicians will 
sing and dictate the laws their 
appointed minions will administer. 
Every year the numbers of mortgaged 
politicians multiply and the stranglehold 
of business on the body politic 
tightens. 

The second is the channel of 
controll ing information to 
decision-makers and the public. 
Dissemination of information today 
is a fine art, practiced by skilled 
journalists and publicists, audio and 
video artists, computer designers 
and filmmakers. They are widely 
commandeered by affluent companies. 
In most third world countries, half 
the business news is inseparable 
from corporate advocacy and covert 
publicity. 

Companies find it easy to flood 
the media with slanted, selected 
news favorable to special interests. 
Well-written and well-published 
brochures and advertisements, duly 
funded by business, swamp the desks 
of key politicians, commentators and 
columnists. Lest they miss the message, 
deferential tycoons and their well-heeled 
lobbyists court and cajole them, invite 

them to exclusive clubs and well-paid 
lectures. The supreme beauty of the 
device is that the public bears the 
cost, every cent, of its own brainwashing. 

The third is the least noticed 
channel of professional career switches. 
Both public bureaucracies and private 
companies recognize and demand 
high-level expertise today. So top 
professionals move more easily than 
ever before from private employment 
to government agencies and back 
again to corporate affluence. They 
know well their upward mobility is 
assured above all by their pliability. 
Their reasonableness and sympathy 
for the business viewpoint will decide 
how soon and how lucratively the 
doors of corporate Eldorado will 
open for them. 

The Under Secretary in the finance 
ministry will duly become the partner 
in a major accounting firm, and the 
chief of the communication commission 
will join as executive vice president 
of the big telecommunication firm – 
provided they play ball at the right 
time. Understandably, more often 
than not they do. 

Major companies accumulate 
extensive political clout besides their 
economic prowess by these channels. 
When they do that, they are no longer 
playing the standard game of private 
enterprise. Kicking the chessboard 
is not just an unconventional way of 
playing chess. They are then deliberately 
scuttling the rules of the game. They 
are not playing within the legal 
framework that people have set up. 
They are manipulating people to 
alter the framework the way they 

want it. They are not joining others 
in creating an informed public opinion. 
They are engineering a phantom 
opinion based on tendentious and 
misrepresented data. They are not 
helping to educate the public officials 
and improve their decisions. They 
are working to undermine their 
impartiality and encourage their 
pettiness and venality. We have then 
a situation where, as Andrew Hacker 
says in his The Corporation Takeover, 
“elephants are dancing among the 
chickens.” 

Why should social observers be 
interested, one could ask, in the 
subject of corporate power? Because 
restraining the immense, unbridled 
growth of corporate power, economic 
and political, is critical to the task of 
making corporations responsible. 
The irresponsible organization is not 
only unmanaged, but unmanageable. 
Power corrupts corporations as much 
as humans. 

 
(The writer is a US-based international development 
advisor and had worked with the World Bank. He can 
be reached at mnandy@gmail.com)
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As India sets its sights on 
becoming a developed 
nation by 2047,  the 
centenar y of  i ts 

Indep endence,  the  debate  is 
dominated by gleaming metros, 
semiconductor  plants  and 
trillion-dollar economic milestones. 
A quieter story is unfolding far from 
the skyline. A nationwide analysis 
of government data from Mission 
Antyodaya has found that nearly 
28,000 of India's 641,000 villages 
stand empty, without a single resident. 
These ‘ghost villages’ are more than 
a statistical curiosity. They are locked 
homes, fallow fields and silent village 
squares and they warn us that a 
developed India cannot be built if 
rural India, its foundation, is slowly 
walking away. 

The geography of desertion is 
strikingly uneven. The number of 
empty villages ranges from just one 
in Kerala to 5,506 in Uttar Pradesh. 
Bihar follows with 3,431, Odisha 
with 3,303, Maharashtra with 2,413, 
Karnataka with 1,723 and Assam 
with 1,703. At the other end of the 
scale, Ladakh, Lakshadweep, Mizoram, 
Delhi and the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands report none at all. 

Kerala's near-zero figure is instructive. 
Where roads, schools, hospitals and 
local livelihoods reach the doorstep, 
villages hold their people. Where 
they do not, people leave. The study, 
led by researchers at the National 
Institute of Urban Affairs, found 
that more than half of the empty 
villages lie at least ten kilometres 
from the nearest road, public transport 
link, senior secondary school, bank, 
market, primary health centre and 
hospital. 

Popular wisdom holds that ghost 
villages are mostly a feature of hilly 

states such as Himachal Pradesh 
and Uttarakhand. The data shows 
o ther wise :  many l ie  outside 
mountainous regions, in the plains 
and plateaus of the country's heartland. 
The clustering in states with high 
rates of out-migration suggests that 
abandonment is driven less by 
geography than by neglect. 

For Odisha, the figure of 3,303 
empty villages should be a matter 
of serious reflection. It places the 
state third in the country, behind 
only Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, even 
though it is far smaller than both. 

The reasons are not hard to trace. 
Western and southern Odisha, 
par t ic ular ly  the old 
Koraput-Balangir-Kalahandi belt, 
has long been associated with distress 
migration. Every year, thousands 
of families leave for brick kilns in 
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and 
for construction and textile work in 
Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 
Coastal districts such as Ganjam 
have a decades-old tradition of 
sending young men to distant cities. 

In remote tribal and forest pockets, 
villages are cut off for months by 
poor roads, with the nearest high 
school or health centre a day's journey 
away. Cyclones, floods and, in some 
places, displacement caused by 
mining, dams and industrial projects 
have added to the strain. When a 
family leaves under such pressure, 
it rarely returns and once the last 
household departs, the village is 
struck from the living map. 

Behind the numbers lies a chain 
of causes. The first is infrastructure 
deprivation. A village without a 
motorable road, a reliable school or 
a nearby clinic asks its residents to 
sacrifice their children's future and 
their own health. The second is 
agrarian distress. With fragmented 
holdings, erratic rainfall, rising input 

costs and weak price realisation, 
farming no longer promises a dignified 
living. The third is the lack of 
non-farm employment. Rural India 
has few small industries, agro-processing 
units or service jobs to absorb its 
youth, so they go where the work is. 

A fourth cause is aspiration. A 
generation that has seen the city on 
a mobile screen is unwilling to accept 
what its parents endured. Added to 
this are climate shocks, displacement 
and in some regions, insecurity. 
Migration in itself is not a failure; it 
has always been part of economic 
transformation. The concern is when 
it becomes one-way and permanent 
and when it empties a place entirely 
rather than reshaping it. 

The economic consequences are 
considerable. Abandoned villages 
mean idle farmland, falling agricultural 
output and a thinner base of rural 
producers at a time when food 
security and climate resilience 
demand more attention. Public 
money spent on anganwadis, school 
buildings, panchayat offices and 
rural roads is stranded when no one 
is left to use them. Villages that 
survive nearby are often left with 
only the old and the very young, 
raising dependency and weakening 
local markets. 

The cities bear the burden too. 
India remains predominantly rural, 
with about two-thirds of its estimated 
1.4 billion people still living in villages. 
If distress rather than opportunity 
drives movement out of rural areas, 
urban centres are flooded with 
low-paid, insecure workers who end 
up in overcrowded slums, straining 
housing, water, sanitation and 
transport. A development model 
that hollows out the countryside to 
feed the city's informal economy is 
neither inclusive nor sustainable. 
There is also a cultural cost: languages, 

folk traditions, local knowledge and 
community forests fade when the 
people who sustain them are gone. 

The answer is not to stop people 
from moving but to give them a real 
choice about staying. The first priority 
must be last-mile connectivity: 
all-weather roads, public transport, 
digital access and, crucially, quality 
secondary schools and primary 
health services within reasonable 
reach.  Teleme dicine ,  scho ol 
consolidation with safe transport 
and mobile banking can narrow the 
distance that now separates remote 
hamlets from the state. 

The se cond is  l ivel iho o d 
diversification. Investment in irrigation, 
food processing, forest-produce value 
chains, cottage industries and rural 
tourism can create jobs close to 
home. In Odisha, this means finishing 

the unfinished business of the KBK 
districts, with watershed development, 
millet and horticulture clusters and 
skill  training linked to nearby 
enterprises rather than distant 
factories. Employment guarantee 
works should be geared towards 
building durable local assets. 

Finally, migration data should be 
treated as an early warning system. 
Gram panchayats and district 
administrat ions must  track 
depopulation village by village and 
intervene before the last family 
leaves. If Viksit Bharat is to be more 
than a slogan, its success must be 
measured not just by the height of 
its skyscrapers but by the lights 
that stay on in its villages. 

 
 

The writer is a former college Principal and 
Founder of Supporting Shoulders.

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

OCCASIONAL NOTE 
 

Sir Frederick Whyte has written a book called 
Asia in the Twentieth Century, which he describes 
as “a study in political change.” It will be published 
at once by Messrs. Scribner at the not exorbitant 
price of seven-and-six pence, and will certainly 
be read with interest in this country. After leaving 
India last year Sir Frederick visited Malayasia, 
China, and Australia, and spent the summer in 
America. A sympathetic observer, his travels 
will have enabled him to round off his five years’ 
experience in India as first President of the 
Assembly.

India’s vanishing villages
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Today, the editorial board 
turns its attention to contested 
races in the Illinois House of 
Representatives. This is our first 
batch of endorsements; we are 
endorsing statewide.

2ND DISTRICT
This race is a rematch from 

2024, when Republican Laura 
Hruska, 63, challenged incum-

bent Democrat, 
state Rep. Lisa 
Hernandez, 65, 
who won by a 
72-28 margin.

That gap makes 
clear what an 
uphill battle 
a Republican 
challenger faces 

in this Illinois House district, 
which covers parts of the south-
west suburbs, including portions 
of Stickney, Cicero, Brookfield, 
Riverside and Berwyn, as well as 
a slice of Chicago’s South Lawn-
dale neighborhood. Yet it is a 
fight worth taking on, as Hruska 
has again chosen to do.

Hruska told us her top issue 
is property taxes. “We are being 
pushed out of our own homes by 
high taxes and costs,” she said.

Hernandez’s economic posi-
tions are to the left of the board, 
including her past support 
of minimum wage hikes for 
tipped workers, something 
we’ve opposed in Springfield 
and Chicago alike. We endorsed 
Hruska in 2024, and still believe 
she has the right ideas.

Laura Hruska is endorsed.

12TH DISTRICT
Democrat Paul Kendrick, 43, 

and Republican Justin Kumar, 
46, are vying to replace state 

Rep. Margaret 
Croke, who is 
running for Illi-
nois comptroller. 
This North Side 
district is reliably 
liberal, and covers 
affluent parts of 
the city including 
Lincoln Park and 

Old Town.
Like Croke, Kendrick strikes 

us as a pragmatic Democrat. He 
worked in the U.S. Department 
of Education under President 
Barack Obama and on Gov. 
JB Pritzker’s 2018 campaign. 
We endorsed Kendrick in the 
primary, noting his recognition 
that Illinois needs to be compet-
itive economically. Though he 
supports a graduated income 
tax and wealth tax, he told us 
he would not seek major new 
revenue without a pension deal 
that puts Illinois on a sustainable 
financial path.

Kumar, CEO of Frontload 
Group, opposes a million-
aire surtax and the tax and fee 
increases in the state’s transpor-
tation package. But he offered 
few specifics on pension reform 
or spending reductions.

Paul Kendrick is endorsed.

13TH DISTRICT
When state Rep. Hoan Huynh 

decided to run for Congress, he 
also opted to vacate his current 
North Side Illinois House seat. 
Running to replace him are 
Democrat Demi Palecek and 
Republican Terry Nguyen Le, 27.

Huynh is an energetic 
progressive, and so, too, is 
Palecek. She supports rent 
control, higher taxes and using 
state power to “decommodify 
housing.” We disagree strongly 
with that approach.

Le, born in Chicago to Viet-
namese refugee parents who 
built small businesses, advo-
cates lower taxes, free markets 
and government transparency. 
We endorsed Huynh over Le in 
2024, partly because Le favored 
restoring cash bail. This time, 
he emphasized tighter elec-
tronic-monitoring rules, greater 
independence for the legislative 
inspector general and constitu-
tional pension reform.

Le described himself to us as 
“an independent thinker who 
will not rubber-stamp party 
orthodoxy.” He is untested, but 
his ideas offer a different direc-

tion for Springfield.
Terry Nguyen Le is endorsed.

17TH DISTRICT
In a repeat of 2024, state Rep. 

Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz, 57, 
the Democrat incumbent, will 

face Republi-
can Jim Gelder-
mann in the race 
to represent this 
north suburban 
district, which 
includes Glen-
view, Wilmette, 
Evanston, Skokie 
and Northbrook.

Gong-Ger-
showitz is a very practical 
Democrat who sees clearly the 
state’s fiscal challenges. “Our 
job is to deliver the most good 
within our means,” she told us, 
signaling openness to rightsizing 
spending.

We also admire her for calling 
on former House Speaker Mike 
Madigan to step down in 2020. 
And while she supports public 
education, she is willing to 
stand up to those, including the 
Chicago Teachers Union, who 
make unreasonable requests. 
“The $1.1 billion ask from CTU 
ignores both the realities of the 
state budget and how evidence-
based funding (EBF) works,” she 
said.

Geldermann’s campaign 
seems like one born of grievance 
rather than solution-seeking. 
Gong-Gershowitz has proven a 
competent state representative.

Jennifer Gong-Gershowitz is 
endorsed.

18TH DISTRICT
State Rep. Robyn Gabel, 73, is 

reliably progressive in her fiscal 
positions, and we have tended to 
endorse her much more fiscally 
conservative opponents in 
general elections in this afflu-
ent North Shore district, which 
includes Evanston, Wilmette, 
Kenilworth, Winnetka, Glencoe, 
Northbrook and Northfield.

In Pete Donaghue, she again 
faces a Republican oppo-
nent who is far more fiscally 
restrained. Gabel has long advo-
cated higher taxes, including 
a graduated income tax. She 
voted for the temporary income 
tax increase in 2011 and subse-
quently co-sponsored a consti-
tutional amendment to allow 
graduated income tax rates. She 
has consistently argued that Illi-
nois needs more revenue to meet 
its obligations and adequately 
fund public services.

Donaghue, 65, is a former 
trader who has also worked in 
real estate. He told us he opposes 
a proposed millionaire surtax 
and supports pension reform 
that protects benefits already 
earned while reducing future 
obligations. Donaghue’s posi-
tions were less convincing on 
public safety. He would elim-
inate electronic monitoring 
altogether, without adequately 
explaining how courts should 
handle defendants awaiting trial 
who do not require detention. 
His ideas on property taxes also 
need more detail. While not an 
ideal candidate, he at least pulls 
in the right direction on fiscal 
issues, something desperately 
needed in Springfield.

Pete Donaghue is endorsed.

19TH DISTRICT
Republican John “JZ” 

Zimmers, 63, is making another 
run against Democratic state 

Rep. Lindsey 
LaPointe, 44, in 
the 19th District 
on Chica-
go’s North-
west Side and 
nearby suburbs. 
We endorsed 
LaPointe in 2024, 
impressed by her 

willingness to tackle govern-
ment ethics, transit reform and 
state spending. Zimmers, a real 
estate broker, is passionate about 
Illinois’ affordability crisis, 
particularly the property taxes 
driving longtime homeowners 
and seniors out of their homes. 
But the positions he shared with 

us were long on indignation and 
short on workable solutions. He 
calls for repealing the SAFE-T 
Act altogether and incorrectly 
asserts that Illinois has no 
corruption laws.

LaPointe, by contrast, 
impressed us with her command 
of the issues and willingness 
to challenge her own party. 
“It’s the Democrats in Spring-
field who are responsible for a 
lack of progress on meaningful 
ethics reform,” she told us. She 
supports giving the Legislative 
Inspector General independent 
subpoena power and adding 
members of the public to the 
Legislative Ethics Commis-
sion. She also criticized the way 
legislative leaders control which 
ethics bills get hearings, argu-
ing that the practice “hampers 
debate and stifles actual policy 
change.”

We disagree with her support 
for a graduated income tax and a 
millionaire surtax, and wish she 
were more willing to confront 
Illinois’ unsustainable pension 
obligations. But we appreci-
ate her insistence on scrutiniz-
ing the budget for duplication, 
opportunities for consolidation 
and inappropriate spending.

Lindsey LaPointe is endorsed.

21ST DISTRICT
Democratic state Rep. Abdel-

nasser Rashid, 37, of Justice won 
his seat in 2022, 
defeating incum-
bent Michael 
J. Zalewski. 
We welcomed 
Rashid’s commit-
ment to ethics 
reform, and he 
has followed 
through by push-

ing legislation to strengthen the 
legislative inspector gener-
al’s independence. But we 
oppose his support for a grad-
uated income tax. We also did 
not endorse him in 2024 over 
concerns about his focus on 
Middle Eastern affairs rather 
than state issues.

Republican Eric Su, 50, of 
North Riverside, is a personal 
trainer and small business 
owner who emphasizes afford-
ability, government account-
ability and pension reform. He 
opposes a millionaire surtax, 
supports a constitutional 
amendment permitting changes 
to future pension benefits and 
favors stronger protections for 
whistleblowers. “We cannot tax 
our way into affordability,” he 
told us. Indeed.

Su’s positions offer voters 
a clear alternative on taxes, 
pensions and government 
accountability.

Eric Su is endorsed.

25TH DISTRICT
Democrat Curtis Tarver II 

has served in the Illinois House 
since 2019, representing the 25th 

District, which 
includes Hyde 
Park and portions 
of Chicago’s 
South Side. He 
serves as assis-
tant majority 
leader and chairs 
the House Reve-
nue and Finance 

Committee. What strikes us 
about Tarver is how well-liked 
he is by both his Democratic and 
Republican colleagues. We’ve 
spoken with Republicans who 
describe him as a good collabo-
rator and someone who serves 
as a solid filter for bad tax-and-
spend ideas. That speaks 
volumes.

We’ve praised his willingness 
to buck his party, particularly his 
criticism of Gov. JB Pritzker’s 
temporary election-year tax 
relief measures.

Tarver faces Republican 
Antoinette Jewel Simmons 
in November. We have little 
information about Simmons’ 
campaign on which to make a 
meaningful comparison. Tarver, 
meanwhile, has an established 
legislative record and a reputa-
tion among colleagues across the 
aisle for taking their concerns 

seriously.
Curtis Tarver II is endorsed.

35TH DISTRICT
State Rep. Mary Gill, 47, a 

former teacher, is a moderate 
Democrat who has represented 

this south subur-
ban district since 
2023, when she 
was appointed to 
replace retiring 
Rep. Frances Ann 
Hurley.

She strikes us 
as a common-
sense legislator, 

though we dislike her support 
of progressive income taxa-
tion and disagree that Tier 2 
reforms will be enough to stabi-
lize Illinois’ pension crisis. Gill 
deserves credit for taking public 
safety seriously, however. She 
has pushed for greater trans-
parency in the state’s electronic 
monitoring system and argues 
that such monitoring “should 
only be available to nonviolent 
offenders.” That’s a sensible 
position at a time when Illinois 
needs to restore public confi-
dence in its criminal justice 
system.

We did not endorse Gill’s 
opponent, Republican David 
Dewar, 59, in the March primary. 
Dewar describes his campaign 
“as a TRUMP KIRK MAGA 
RED INTERNATIONAL 
MOVEMENT (his capitaliza-
tion) within the Republican 
Party.”

Mary Gill is endorsed.

36TH DISTRICT
Democratic state Rep. Rick 

Ryan, 60, was first elected to 
represent this Southwest Side 

and south subur-
ban district in 
2024. The moder-
ate Democrat 
is now seeking 
his second term, 
squaring off 
against Republi-
can David Shep-
pard.

Sheppard, 56, grew up in 
public housing on Chicago’s 
South Side, raised by a single 
mother. He went on to spend 
28 years in law enforcement, 
eventually becoming chief of 
the Robbins Police Department. 
We were impressed by many of 
Sheppard’s positions.

He opposes new taxes and is 
rightly concerned about elec-
tronic monitoring, telling us 
that “electronic monitoring 
should not become a substitute 
for detention when a defen-
dant presents a serious threat 
to the community, and viola-
tions of monitoring conditions 
must bring swift and meaningful 
consequences.” We’ve argued 
much the same before.

Incumbent Ryan shares that 
concern, telling us that “allowing 
those on electronic monitoring 
to have two days of non-home 
confinement is outrageous.” He 
also opposes a millionaire’s tax, 
saying it would drive away busi-
ness.

There’s a lot to like about 
both candidates. We’ve 
endorsed Ryan in the past and 
believe him to be a good repre-
sentative. But Sheppard brings 
much valuable experience to 
the table, and Springfield is 
in need of political balance. 
Adding a solid Republican 
representative in this district 
would help along those lines.

David Sheppard is endorsed.

39TH DISTRICT
Democratic state Rep. Will 

Guzzardi, 39, has represented 
the 39th District on Chicago’s 

Northwest Side 
since 2015 and 
now serves as an 
assistant major-
ity leader. He is 
an experienced 
legislator whose 
influence in 
Springfield has 
grown, but his 

fiscal priorities remain firmly 
progressive. Guzzardi continues 
to advocate replacing Illinois’ 

flat income tax with graduated 
rates. He also supports allow-
ing municipalities to enact rent 
control.

Republican Cesar Guillen is 
challenging Guzzardi in Novem-
ber. We have not heard much 
from him, making it difficult to 
compare his approach to the 
incumbent’s established record. 
Nevertheless, the contest pres-
ents voters with an opportunity 
to scrutinize Guzzardi’s posi-
tions on taxation, spending and 
the state’s long-term financial 
obligations.

Will Guzzardi is endorsed.

41ST DISTRICT
Democratic state Rep. Janet 

Yang Rohr, 45, of Naperville 
faces a challenge from Republi-

can Ajay Gupta, 
61, a tax attor-
ney and adjunct 
law professor 
with an impres-
sive academic 
résumé. Both 
candidates bring 
considerable 
financial exper-

tise to a district encompassing 
portions of Naperville, Warren-
ville and Bolingbrook. But they 
have different ideas about how 
Illinois should confront its enor-
mous pension obligations and 
punishing tax burden.

Yang Rohr, who works in 
investment research at Morn-
ingstar, chairs the House Person-
nel and Pensions Committee. 
She argues that Illinois has made 
progress on its pension obliga-
tions through additional contri-
butions and voluntary buyouts, 
and she opposes reducing 
benefits public employees have 
already earned. On a proposed 
3% millionaire surtax, she told 
us she would support putting 
the question to voters only if the 
proposal also repealed Illinois’ 
estate tax.

Gupta takes a different 
approach that will appeal to 
fiscal conservatives. He opposes 
a millionaire tax, and proposes a 
constitutional amendment that 
would protect pension benefits 
already earned while permit-
ting changes to future accruals, 
retirement ages and cost-of-liv-
ing adjustments. He also favors 
a spending cap tied to inflation 
and population.

Ajay Gupta is endorsed.

42ND DISTRICT
Republican Stephanie Trus-

sell, 61, was Darren Bailey’s 
running mate in his unsuccess-

ful 2022 guberna-
torial campaign. 
The Lisle 
small-business 
owner who grew 
up on Chicago’s 
South Side now 
faces Democratic 
state Rep. Marga-
ret DeLaRosa, 65, 

who was appointed to replace 
Terra Costa Howard to repre-
sent this west suburban district.

We endorsed DeLaRosa in 
the March Democratic primary 
as someone with deep roots 
in this district and a stellar 
local reputation among the 
party faithful there. DeLaRosa 
acknowledges budget trade-offs 
but offers no specific spend-
ing cuts, declines to take a clear 
position on the millionaire 
surtax or what to do about Illi-
nois’ pension crisis.

Trussell identifies prop-
erty taxes as the district’s most 
pressing problem. She opposes 
a millionaire surtax, supports 
moving new public employ-
ees into 401(k)-style retire-
ment plans and questions CPS 
spending amid underutilized 
schools. But her proposals lack 
detail, particularly on pension 
funding and legislative ethics. 
She is an enthusiastic conser-
vative with some positions to 
the right of this board, and she 
may rub some voters the wrong 
way. But her instincts on fiscal 
policy are much needed in the 
statehouse.

Stephanie Trussell is 
endorsed.
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OPINION

By Tim Samuelson
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Construction barricades 
are now in place at the Griffin 
Museum of Science and Indus-
try’s lagoon-facing south entrance 
— all in preparation for plans 
promoted as improving entrance 
visibility and museum accessibil-
ity. The state and local agencies 
empowered to protect important 
landmark structures have been in 
lockstep to approve the proposed 
work.

From the 50-plus years I’ve 
been involved in historic preserva-
tion work in the public and private 
sectors, I can state without reser-
vation that the proposed work to 
the museum’s campus is the most 
seriously damaging I have ever 
witnessed. The only exception of 
something worse was when entire 
historic buildings were approved 
for demolition.

With the approved alter-
ations to the Griffin Museum of 
Science and Industry, the building 
will essentially remain stand-
ing. But the changes will destroy 
the essence of what makes the 
building rare and special. It’s all 
about an elusive quality known as 
perfection.

When originally constructed 
as the Palace of Fine Arts for 
Chicago’s 1893 World’s Fair, the 
building was repeatedly singled 
out for being as near to perfection 
as could be humanly achievable 
in its architectural composition 
and the relationship to its site. 
Creating quality classical design 
is one of the most challenging in 
architecture. It’s all about a perfect 
relationship of proportions, details 
and site. All parts must harmoni-
ously relate to the whole.

At the time of the 1893 World’s 
Fair, the respected sculptor 
Augustus Saint-Gaudens said of 
the building: “I am just bowled 
over; there is no breath in me. As 
for that art gallery, it is the greatest 
thing since Athens.”

Prior to construction, New 
York architect Charles F. McKim 
— a stickler for classical accuracy 
— looked over designer Charles 
B. Atwood’s plans for errors. He 
ultimately exclaimed, “Confound 
him, he is right every time,” and 
later praised the building as “the 
greatest thing that has been done 
in the present century in any coun-
try.”

Because of its architectural 

accolades, the Palace of the Fine 
Arts was one of the only major 
building of the World’s Fair to 
be preserved, becoming the first 
home of what is now the Field 
Museum. When vacated by the 
Field Museum in 1921, the build-
ing fell into ruin, with its plaster 
skin peeling off the sturdy brick 
core. That set in motion a cry for 
its preservation from a national 
architectural constituency, as well 
as from influential Chicago city 
leaders.

Rescue came in the 1930s when 
philanthropist Julius Rosenwald 
seeded funding for transforming 
the building into a museum show-
casing achievement in the fields of 
science and industry, establishing 
the revered institution we know 
today. Special care was taken to 
preserve the perfect proportions 
and details as originally designed 
by Atwood. Drawings for the new 
carved limestone elements replac-
ing the building’s original plaster 
cladding made clear that all pieces 

should be reproduced exactly.
Over the next several decades, 

the Museum of Science and Indus-
try was a diligent caretaker of the 
building’s original architectural 
integrity. Even with contemporary 
needs for better public accessi-
bility and removal of an obtru-
sive grade-level parking lot, new 
facilities were creatively placed 
underground in the 1990s, provid-
ing an accessible museum entry 
from small free-standing pavilions 
respectfully held away from the 
main building. The former park-
ing lot on the north side became 
a grassy park that showcased 
the building’s “perfect” classical 
proportions for passing motorists 
and museum patrons alike.

But for all the museum’s previ-
ous diligence and respect for its 
building and campus, all seems to 
have been forgotten in the current 
proposals to modify the north and 
south entryways. The signature 
classical wide exterior staircases 
on both sides are to be punctured, 

creating a gap-toothed large hole 
at the center that will diminish the 
power of the remaining original 
elements. The boldly columned 
porticos that provide a transitional 
sense of entry are to be glassed in. 
No matter how transparent, the 
original effect is lost.

And lost forever will be the 
majestic views of the building 
melding into the historic land-
scape of Jackson Park, a landmark 
itself shaped in design by the great 
Frederick Law Olmsted. No longer 
will the front steps of the south 
side dreamily extend into the 
adjoining lagoon. And with new 
construction of entryways and 
berms on the building’s north side, 
the majestic classical gift of the 
building rising from the ground 
atop a sturdy base will be lost.

I’m at a total loss to explain how 
these damaging alterations could 
be allowed — or even proposed in 
the first place. Have people forgot-
ten that a masterpiece of classi-
cal architecture is dependent on 

all parts relating to the whole? Is 
there no longer respect for estab-
lished guidelines at federal and 
local level for historically, cultur-
ally and architecturally significant 
structures?

“Perfection” is hard to achieve 
and rare to come by. Naturally, 
total perfection is not possible — 
but here’s an instance where it 
has come remarkably close in the 
opinion of many distinguished 
experts. Is it all going to be thrown 
away for superficial and inappro-
priate changes?

In the past, the Griffin Museum 
of Science and Industry consis-
tently displayed great inventive-
ness and ingenuity for adapting its 
historic campus to meet changing 
needs without compromising the 
near perfection of its building. It 
has obviously lost its touch with 
the current alterations.

Tim Samuelson is an emeritus 
cultural historian for the city of 
Chicago.

Altering the Griffin Museum of Science and 
Industry’s entrances will destroy its essence

The Griffin Museum of Science and Industry on Sept. 8, 2025. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Storer H. Rowley
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

The global war on terror beat 
back organized terrorism signifi-
cantly in the 25 years since Amer-
ican forces invaded Afghanistan, 
but by most measures, that 20-year 
war and subsequent U.S. war in 
Iraq were costly failures in ways 
that left the region and its people 
worse off.

Clearly, the United States is safer 
from attack than it was on Sept. 11, 
2001, when members of al-Qa-
ida who trained in Afghanistan 
carried out the horrific suicide 
terrorist attacks that slaughtered 
2,977 people at the World Trade 
Center, the Pentagon and in a 
field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
Credit goes to successive Repub-
lican and Democratic administra-
tions.

But the conduct of America’s 
longest war and the chaotic with-
drawal of U.S. forces in 2021 let the 
Taliban return to power and revive 
its repressive Islamic regime, 
bringing an uneasy peace but also 
a heavily armed extremist govern-
ment, economic hardship, a loss of 
freedom and a deplorable ban on 
girls over 12 getting an education. 
The recent U.S. withdrawal from 
Iraq, another endless war, left the 
region more perilous and empow-
ered Iran to claim success there.

“I think the threat to the U.S. 
from Afghanistan is much lower 
than it was in 2001,” said Adam 
Weinstein, deputy director of 
the Middle East Program at the 
Quincy Institute for Responsible 
Statecraft in Washington, D.C. “Is 
it zero? No, but we can’t be every-
where at once.”

“We didn’t have another 9/11, 
and there was a lot of work that 
was done quietly to prevent more 
terrorist attacks,” Weinstein, a 
former Marine who served in 
Afghanistan, said in an interview. 
“But I don’t think it’s necessary for 
Americans to be deployed all over 
the world to prevent terrorism.”

Former President George W. 
Bush launched the war on Oct. 
7, 2001 that ousted the Taliban 
from power. Almost 10 years later, 
then-President Barack Obama 
dispatched Navy SEALs to storm 
a compound in northern Pakistan 

on May 2, 2011, and they killed 
al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden, 
mastermind of the 9/11 attacks. 
Joe Biden as president authorized 
a CIA drone strike in Kabul a year 
after the U.S. pullout that killed bin 
Laden’s successor, al-Qaida leader 
Ayman al-Zawahri, co-conspirator 
in conceiving the 9/11 attacks and 
global terrorist plans.

Al-Qaida has “declining rele-
vance as a global movement,” 
according to one United Nations 
monitoring group, but U.S. and 
Western intelligence officials 
assess it still has training camps 
and safe houses in Afghani-
stan under Taliban protection. 
Thankfully, for now, it is said to be 
focused more on regional activi-
ties than planning grand, far-away 
attacks on the U.S. and its allies.

At the end of last month, Amer-
ican troops withdrew from Iraq 
following the deadliest war of 
the 21st century for U.S. forces. 
That war, launched in 2003 as 
part of the war on terror, is widely 
considered a disastrous strate-
gic mistake, because Iraq had no 

significant links to al-Qaida and 
no terrorist weapons of mass 
destruction. Most experts agree 
the U.S. mishandled post-invasion 
planning.

The courageous work of U.S. 
and allied ground troops from 37 
countries toppled Sunni Muslim 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein 
and installed a Shiite-led govern-
ment to help fight an insurgency 
until the first phase ended in 2009. 
American forces later returned to 
Iraq from 2014 to 2017 to put down 
Sunni Islamic State militants, but 
the Iraq war severely damaged 
America’s reputation and embold-
ened U.S. enemies in the region.

While the terrorist threat to the 
U.S. is much lower now and over-
the-horizon anti-terrorism strate-
gies have been effective, the overall 
lessons of the war on terror are 
that military force alone cannot 
guarantee the success of U.S. poli-
cies or the safety of Americans. It 
must be combined with engage-
ment, economic power and diplo-
matic leverage. President Donald 
Trump has learned that the hard 

way with his ill-conceived war of 
choice in Iran.

Sadly, bin Laden got some 
of what he wanted when his 
monstrous terrorist plot forced the 
U.S. to dispatch American forces 
to the region, and thousands were 
lost in battles. According to one 
study by Brown University in 2021, 
the cost of the U.S.-led global war 
on terror was an estimated $8 tril-
lion and some 900,000 deaths of 
military and civilian casualties on 
all sides. Of that total, estimated 
cost of operations in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan was $2.3 trillion, and 
another $2.1 trillion was commit-
ted for Iraq and Syria.

More than 7,000 U.S. service 
members lost their lives in the 
Afghanistan and Iraq conflicts, and 
more than 53,000 were wounded. 
And $2.2 trillion of the total cost 
is designated for future medical 
care and disability payments over 
the coming decades. The war on 
terror and counterterror opera-
tions continue in more than 80 
countries today, the Brown study 
said.

Terrorism remains a significant 
global threat, according to the 
Global Terrorism Index compiled 
by the Institute for Economics and 
Peace, headquartered in Sydney, 
but there are some positive trends. 
This year, the GTI reported that 
the largest declines in terror-
ist activity by percentage since 
2007 have been in Iraq (99%) and 
Afghanistan (95%). In fact, deaths 
from terrorism have fluctuated 
significantly since 2007, when 
records started for the GTI, peak-
ing at 10,882 in 2015 and reach-
ing a low of 5,582 last year. Most 
global terrorism incidents have 
shifted from the Middle East and 
South Asia to Africa, according to 
the U.N. committee charged with 
monitoring the sanctions regime 
for terrorism.

Yes, things are calm from Kabul 
to Kandahar, but al-Qaida and 
other terrorist groups still operate 
in Afghanistan. The U.S. needs to 
shift its strategy to reengage there 
in more meaningful ways than 
hostage negotiations. The real 
policy disaster was less the chaotic 
pullout of American forces in 
August 2021 but rather the polices 
that led to it with the fall of the 
Taliban in December 2001, when 
the U.S. started pursuing a war 
without end that America could 
not win.

The Trump administration and 
its successors should focus now 
on cleaning up the mess America 
left behind and making small gains 
where possible through targeted 
diplomacy, not nation building, 
for now, as the Quincy Institute’s 
Weinstein advocates.

That means engaging with the 
Taliban’s de facto government 
and using humanitarian aid and 
economic leverage to make prog-
ress — picking up where military 
victory proved impossible. Amer-
ica still needs a regional, over-the-
horizon counterterrorism strategy 
to protect the homeland. That 
might be difficult, sure, but it’s a 
must.

Storer H. Rowley is a former 
national editor and foreign 
correspondent for the Chicago 
Tribune. He teaches journalism 
and communication at 
Northwestern University.

America is safer 25 years after launching war on terror, but what about Middle East?

A puppet with the face of Donald Trump is paraded and beaten during celebrations in the streets during 
the anniversary of the Taliban’s return to power in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Aug. 15. The Taliban claim that 
Afghanistan is no longer a sanctuary for terrorist groups. But 25 years after the Sept. 11 attacks, al-Qaida and 
others are still present, reviving old fears. TOMAS MUNITA/THE NEW YORK TIMES

2  Chicago Tribune  |  Section B  |  Sunday, October 11, 2026  



OPINION

Living near rail property
In William Gillard’s letter 

on Oct. 6 regarding the O’Hare 
Flyer’s potential service through 
River Forest (“Flyer’s potential ill 
effects”), he writes that transpor-
tation noise can lead to “frag-
mented sleep, elevated stress, high 
blood pressure, cardiovascular 
disease and impaired learning 
in children.” Really? I have lived 
most of my life near the Purple 
Line “L,” the last 40 years just two 
blocks away. I had no idea I had 
any of Gillard’s suggested symp-
toms living near a rapid transit 
line built in the 19th and 20th 
centuries and running about 20 
hours per day. So far, my medi-
cal reports have not shown any of 
the above symptoms, but I’ll get 
checked out again.

Whenever anyone buys or 
rents a home near an airport or 
rail line, the owner of the airport 
or rail property has a right to 
use it as needed for commerce. 
Just ask residents in Bennington 
County, Vermont, and in western 
Connecticut: Years ago, old rusty 
rail lines were upgraded and used 
for new transportation purposes.

For homeowners, it truly is 
buyer beware.
— Payson Wild, Evanston

Destruction  
of public education

As an elderly Caucasian life-

long Chicagoan, it always stag-
gers and stuns me the way the 
wealthy play the working class to 
serve their ends. Private charter 
school profiteers haven’t been 
this excited since Rahm Emanuel 
was doing their bidding and clos-
ing public schools. The destruc-
tion of public education has been 
a long-term goal of the wealthy. 
“CTU Derangement Syndrome” 
is the driving force behind all 
their efforts. Its standard neolib-
eral scam is to privatize the profit 
and socialize the cost. A union run 
predominantly by Black people 
and women fills the elite white 
power class with abject fear.
— Edward David Juillard, Chicago

It’s costly to park in Chicago
I grew up in Chicago in the 

1950s and ’60s. Street parking was 
free. There was no thought made 
to planning parking, no matter 
where one went in the city.

Today, I live in southwest 
Michigan, just over two hours 
away. I now carefully plan trips 
to Chicago. I park at family and 
friend’s homes. Because of the 
high costs, I avoid visiting Chicago 
as much as possible.
— Gail M. Muliett, Richland, 
Michigan

Time to reflect and repent
I have been praying for Christa 

Pike since 1995. And for Colleen 

Slemmer, the girl she killed that 
year. And for the parents and 
loved ones of both of these young 
people.

Pike became a mission for me 
from the time I learned about 
the horrible thing she did. Why? 
Because I want her soul to be 
saved. Can I help save her soul 
through prayer? I don’t know, but 
I’ve spent many years trying.

I do not believe in capital 
punishment. To purposely take 
a life, supposedly to avenge a 
murder, just doesn’t seem like 
something God would want. I 
think God wants the killer to live 
out his or her life, however short 
or long that may be, hopefully 
leading to a day when the accused 
finally says the words, “I’m sorry, 
forgive me.”

Has Pike ever said these words? 
I don’t know, but if not, she now 
has more time.
— Kathleen Melia, Niles

Inciting needless anger?
I read with dismay the op-ed 

about belugas by Bob Kustra and 
Jenny Kustra-Quinn (“The time 
for keeping beluga whales captive 
for our entertainment has passed,” 
Oct. 5). The recent death of the 
four belugas at the Shedd Aquar-
ium was of course tragic and 
sad. But I admire the Shedd and 
the Spanish aquarium that tried 
to save the lives of these crea-

tures. If they had not, the belugas 
would have been euthanized at 
the closed Marineland in Niag-
ara Falls, Canada. Do the authors 
think that would have been better 
than at least trying to save them, 
presumably at great expense and 
surely at emotional cost to the 
aquarium and its staff?

It is important to note that zoos 
and aquariums in the U.S. accred-
ited through the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums no longer 
take animals from the wild, except 
in unusual circumstances. Associ-
ation guidelines prohibit that.

I agree with the spirit of this 
op-ed but fear it may be incit-
ing people to get upset about 
something that seldom happens 
anymore. Accredited zoos and 
aquariums are well versed in 
animal husbandry and welfare.
— Nancy McDaniel, Chicago

Use paper napkins sparingly
Recently, my 27-year-old niece 

came from Kolkata, India, to visit 
me for a week. I took her to several 
nice places and restaurants to 
enjoy and show her this great 
America, where I’m very proud 
to be a citizen. Before she left, I 
asked her how she liked this place. 

She commented, “Nice place, but I 
didn’t like the way the people here 
waste the paper. Everybody at the 
restaurant takes so many napkins 
and uses only one, and then they 
put the others in the garbage, or 
they take too many to wipe their 
faces. Don’t they know where 
paper comes from?”

I said paper napkins are free 
at the restaurant. She said, “But 
paper comes from trees. Trees are 
very important for the Earth.”

Ever since then, I am very care-
ful about wasting paper napkins. I 
hope other readers will be too.
— Bani Bhattacharyya, 
Schaumburg

Note to readers
With Halloween coming, 

we’d like you to share your most 
memorable experience related 
to the holiday, either as a child 
or as an adult. A costume that 
you’ve never forgotten? A trip to 
a haunted house that scared you 
silly? Neighbors who went above 
and beyond to make things fun for 
the kids? Send a letter, of no more 
than 400 words, by Friday, Oct. 23 
to letters@chicagotribune.com. 
Be sure to include your full name 
and your city/town.

Voice of the People

By Dominic A. Pacyga 
and Bob Dolgan
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

The Irish-born John Powers, 
along with John “Bathhouse 
John” Coughlin and Michael 
“Hinky Dink” Kenna, were 
among the so-called gray wolves 
of Chicago’s early 20th century 
City Council. Though Powers 
has mostly been forgotten, he 
represents the hallmarks of the 
early political machine, the one 
that gave rise to mayors Anton 
Cermak, Ed Kelly and Richard 
J. Daley. It’s a system that’s gone 
now, but one that may resonate 
as we experience a mayoral race 
today.

Powers and the wolves didn’t 
just provide favors or jobs — 
though they did do both. They 
knew the neighborhood and 
voters intimately, from the tavern 
keepers to the priests, rabbis and 
ministers.

Powers signified a type of 
communalism, often bound by 
the church, that carried over from 
agricultural life in Europe. He 
was an owner of a saloon and a 

gambling house who was known 
for his fancy clothes and diamond 
ring. Though he was corrupt, his 
constituents looked up to him. 
His constituents wanted to be him 
someday. Powers was a protec-
tor of immigrant communities in 
an unfamiliar world of steel mills, 
stockyards and slaughterhouses. 
It was said he went to wakes 
nightly, carrying a rosary and a 
yarmulke in his pocket at all times. 

He was known for giving a turkey 
or a goose at Christmas to anyone 
in need. It was generosity but also 
realpolitik — the idea was that he 
would receive votes in return.

Catholic education and tenets 
of loyalty and hierarchy often 
were at the center of the commu-
nal structure — beliefs the 
machine was based on. At the 
head was the pope, then there 
were the cardinal, the bishops and 
the priests. In the city, there’s the 
head of the Democratic Party, the 
mayor, the committeemen, the 
aldermen and a legion of precinct 
captains. It’s perhaps no wonder 
that five Chicago mayors were 
educated at De La Salle Insti-
tute on the South Side. The word 
“patron,” after all, comes from the 
idea of a patron saint. Just as St. 
Jude is the patron saint of impos-
sible causes and last resort, so, too, 
were the benevolent aldermen 
who were the natural leaders of 
their wards. In Judaism, there was 
the web of communalism and the 
sharing of aid that came from the 
shtetls of Poland, Lithuania and 
Ukraine.

The communal response was 

one that arose out of the peas-
antry. Ethnic groups in Europe 
had to work together in order to 
survive serfdom, prejudice and 
poverty. The Bohemian-born 
Cermak — Chicago’s only immi-
grant mayor — labored in coal 
mines before settling in Pilsen 
and becoming Democratic ward 
committeeman in 1908. Cermak, 
a child of the patronage system, 
knew how to play the game. He 
united Czechs, Poles, Jews and 
the South Side Irish behind the 
anti-Prohibition United Societ-
ies for Local Self-Government. 
Cermak was first elected citywide 
as bailiff and then to mayor in 
1931. Daley was a young precinct 
captain at the time.

Another South Side Irishman, 
Kelly, took over after Cermak’s 
assassination. It was the begin-
ning of a power structure that 
would be in place for decades.

The mayoral power base began 
to change in the 1960s and ’70s 
as ethnic communities dispersed 
to the suburbs and the Shakman 
Decrees remade political hiring. 
Vatican II reforms did away with 
Latin and depleted the ranks of 

priests and nuns, and the power 
of the church waned as parishes 
closed. The major pillars of the 
communal system were starting 
to dissolve. By the time of Rich-
ard M. Daley, the old system was 
fading: The number of patronage 
jobs had dropped from around 
35,000 to 5,000.

Nowadays, while we may see 
aldermen at block parties and 
business openings, many of us 
haven’t seen a precinct captain in 
more than 20 years. New centers 
of power such as the labor move-
ment have emerged in the 21st 
century. And though the Cubs and 
White Sox made the playoffs, and 
the Bears are on the rise, politics 
remain Chicago’s favorite sport.

Author and historian Dominic A. 
Pacyga received the 2026 Pattis 
Family Foundation Chicago Book 
Award for “Clout City: The Rise 
and Fall of the Chicago Political 
Machine” and is now writing a 
memoir about growing up in Back 
of the Yards and working in the 
Union Stock Yards. Bob Dolgan is 
the director of communications 
for the Newberry Library.

Communalism and religion were driving 
forces in the early Chicago political machine

Ald. John Powers, circa May 
21, 1930. CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
HISTORICAL PHOTO

SCOTT STANTIS
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OPINION

‘HUMAN-AUTHORED’ 
LABELS RISE AMID AI 
CONCERNS
SAM REEVES

Initiatives to label books as written by humans, 
and not artificial intelligence, are gaining ground 
following a string of scandals where authors 
were suspected of using the technology without 
admitting it.

Several labelling schemes, including those 
from Britain, France and Germany, were being 
showcased at the world’s biggest book industry fair 
in Frankfurt this week, where the challenges posed 
by AI were hotly debated.

Among recent cases where authors allegedly 
used AI, the most high-profile is that of Haitian-
Canadian author Thelyson Orelien, which has 
rocked the French-language literary world. He 
has denied the claims. The affair was a ‘real 
earthquake’ for the French book trade, Charlotte 
Allibert, co-founder of Librinova, a self-publishing 
company and literary agency, said. The French 
group runs a scheme under which authors can get 
their books assessed and then labelled as a ‘human 
creation’ for a small fee, with about 200 works so 
far given the stamp.

Writers who want the label have their works 
run through AI detection software and undergo 
an interview with an auditor, who also checks the 
book personally.

“It’s reassuring for authors to know that we’re 
committed to this issue,” said Allibert. 

Another scheme is from British startup Books By 
People, which announced its certification mark for 
human-authored works had been registered by the 
country’s intellectual property office.

To get the stamp, titles have to meet the 
group’s ‘organic literature’ standards, which 
require the writing to originate from its author 
while allowing limited use of AI for tasks such as 
spelling or grammar checks. “We want to create a 
comprehensive, transparent, reliable framework 
that publishers and authors can fall back on,” 
Esme Dennys, the initiative’s co-founder, said.

“Anxiety around undisclosed AI use has 
increased in recent months - we have been getting a 
lot more interest from people all over the world.”

Publishers sign up to the scheme for a fee and 
can then request to get their authors’ books labelled 
with the Books By People mark. The scheme 
launched with five independent publishers and 
is set to announce more members in the coming 
months.

In the US, the Authors Guild has introduced a 
‘human-authored’ certification mark. It is a self-
certification system which requires authors to sign 
a licence agreement, and so far around 6,500 titles 
have received the stamp. — AFP

Lies fly faster than truth

LAST 
WEEK, I attended a bioethics 
symposium that discussed a 
critical question that concerns 
every family in Oman: why are 
we having fewer children?

According to the National Centre for 
Statistics and Information, in the first half of 
2026, Oman registered 32,405 live births, 1.7 
per cent fewer than in the same period last 
year. 

Omani women now have an average of 2.8 
children, compared with more than eight in 
the late 1980s. Part of this can be explained 
by social factors such as delaying marriage 
to pursue a career or higher education and 
increased rates of divorce. 

Some youngsters may be influenced by 
social media posts that encourage women to 
be stronger and independent, while others 
assume a happy marriage must be built in 
romance, expensive gifts, and fancy holidays 
abroad. 

Some men in particular fear that marriage 
and the commitment that comes with it may 
stop them from enjoying camping trips with 
friends or simply playing video games with 
them. 

A common misconception about marriage 
is that it is a prison-like situation where one 
or both partners give up their freedom and 

sometimes their rights for the sake of the 
other.

Equally, one should not overlook the 
economic side: some young people struggle 
to find work after graduation, while others 
earn salaries too low to cover the cost of a 
wedding, let alone support a family.

In 2025, Oman issued 4,208 divorce 
certificates, up from 3,828 two years earlier. 
That is more than eleven every day, in a year 
that saw 23,117 marriages. Officials at the 
Ministry of Social Development say most 
divorces happen within the first four years.

Many people would argue that the age of 
marriage and the number of children are 
personal choices that should not be subject to 
interference from the state. 

Yet in reality, a drop in the number 
of births has social and economic 
consequences. The world is witnessing an 
increase in the aging population, which is 
often accompanied by a rise in the number 
of people using health services, and those 
services depend on a workforce drawn from 
the younger generation. Fewer births would 
lead countries to raise the age of retirement 
so that more people remain in work, paying 
taxes and supporting other members of 
society.

This is why I strongly support offering 

Do you support premarital workshops?

A newspaper article should provide context, identify its sources and make clear what is 
known, what remains uncertain and what is still being investigated. � — AI image

workshops to couples before they marry. 
They would learn how to communicate 
effectively, how to listen, how to disagree 
fairly, how to manage a household budget, 
and when to ask for help.

Such a programme raises ethical questions. 
Should attendance be voluntary or a 
condition of the marriage contract? I believe 
we should begin by inviting couples, not 
forcing them.

We must also be honest about what a 
workshop can achieve. It should never 
suggest that a person must stay in a harmful 
marriage. Sometimes divorce is the right 
decision.

Some will say we should simply offer 
counselling when problems appear. But few 
couples come. This could be explained by 
fear of being seen at a counselling centre, 
and how that could be perceived as a sign of 
weakness. 

Some couples believe a good husband or 
wife should cope alone. 

Others are afraid to talk to a stranger who 
may judge them or share their secrets.

In my opinion, teaching new couples 
how to navigate the early years of marriage 
would empower them with the skills to 
communicate better and focus on building a 
happy family.

ZAHIR 
AL MAHROUQI

The writer is author 
of ‘The Road to 

Jerusalem’

ARTIFICIAL intelligence 
has made it 
increasingly 
difficult to 

distinguish genuine footage from 
fabrication. A video once seemed 
to offer some reassurance that an 
event had happened as shown. 

That confidence is fading, and 
we are approaching a point where 
seeing an image may no longer be 
enough to tell us what is real. I was 
reminded of this recently when I 
visited a friend who is highly skilled 
at creating AI videos. He showed me 
films using entirely AI, featuring 
images of me, him, his wife, his 
brother, his daughter and his son. 
The results were astonishingly 
realistic. In one film I appeared as 
a heroic warrior. I felt flattered, but 
also unsettled: without knowing 
how it had been made, I might have 
mistaken it for a professionally 
produced documentary. 

A talented creator can now place 
familiar faces in imagined situations 
with relative ease. AI can be a 
powerful tool for entertainment, but 
the same technology can mislead, 
damage reputations and influence 
public opinion. A familiar face or 
voice is not proof that someone said 
or did what appears on screen. The 
problem extends beyond artificial 
intelligence. Investigative journalism 
is a thing of the past. Some western 
news outlets appear to have fewer 
resources for original reporting 
and rely instead on material first 
published elsewhere. 

Stories are then repeated, 
sometimes almost verbatim. 
This can create the impression of 
confirmation that a news report 
is based on fact. Repetition is not 
independent verification and several 
outlets carrying the same claim 
do not necessarily provide several 
separate pieces of evidence. 

YouTube can sometimes be useful 
for finding news and analysis, but 
often videos are outdated, recycled 
or presented without enough context 
to show when they were made. 

A clip from an earlier event can 
be reposted as if it were current, 

sometimes with a changed date or 
title. Viewers who see a dramatic 
scene and a recent timestamp may 
assume the footage is new, even if the 
original recording is years old. 

A skilled AI video producer can 
recreate familiar content without 
checking its accuracy, then frame it 
in a way that misleads viewers about 
the news based on facts. 

This uncertainty has changed 
how I keep up with the news. I rarely 
use YouTube as a way to follow 
current events. I prefer newspapers 
that report the news factually 
without sensationalising it, such 
as the Oman Observer. No outlet 
should be accepted uncritically and 
independence does not guarantee 
accuracy. 

A newspaper article should 
provide context, identify its sources 
and make clear what is known, what 
remains uncertain and what is still 
being investigated. 

When an extraordinary claim 
is circulating, we should ask who 
first published it, when and where 
the footage was recorded, whether 
independent evidence supports 
it and whether the video itself 
proves what its accompanying 
account claims. We should also 
ask whether video news reports 
are independently produced 
or AI-recreated from the same 

original story and subtly altered 
to mislead viewers. A voice-over, a 
recent upload date, or widespread 
circulation is not confirmation. 
The point is not to accuse anyone 
of deception, but to recognise how 
difficult it has become to establish 
the truth from images and repeated 
reports alone.  Neither a viral 
YouTube clip nor material broadcast 
by a national media organisation 
should automatically be treated 
as proof. We need transparent 
information about where images 
came from, meaningful independent 
corroboration and reporting that 
goes beyond copying what others 
have already published — especially 
when governments or other 
powerful actors may use fabricated 
or manipulated material for political 
purposes. 

AI will continue to produce 
remarkable films, while recycled 
footage and recycled reporting will 
continue to blur the line between 
current events and old claims. 

As synthetic images become more 
convincing, our confidence can no 
longer rest on the old belief that 
seeing is believing.

 The value of visual evidence 
depends on careful verification and 
the value of journalism depends on 
doing the work to find and check the 
facts.

Many people 
would argue 

that the age of 
marriage and 

the number 
of children 

are personal 
choices that 
should not 

be subject to 
interference 

from the state

Investigative 
journalism is a 

thing of the past. 
Some western news 

outlets appear to 
have fewer resources 

for original 
reporting and rely 

instead on material 
first published 

elsewhere
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France, Germany 
lock horns over 
long-term EU budget
FRÉDÉRIC POUCHOT

Daggers have been drawn over the European 
Union’s next seven-year budget, with Germany 
and France at loggerheads over whether Brussels 
should make deep cuts in a battle increasingly 
expected to overshoot the end of the year.

The EU wants a deal by Christmas, fearing that 
any delay would push talks into a fraught election 
year with worries about what eurosceptic victories 
in France and elsewhere would mean for future 
dealmaking. That is a far from easy task after 
the European Commission proposed a 2028-2034 
budget worth nearly two trillion euros. The 2021-
2027 budget was worth around 1.2 trillion euros.

Europe is deeply divided. Germany leads a pack 
with Austria, Denmark, Finland, the Netherlands 
and Sweden, which want cuts of several hundred 
billion euros.

But France, the second-biggest European 
economy and a net contributor to the budget, 
argues the continent needs sufficient means to 
match the rising challenges the 27-country bloc 
faces. French President Emmanuel Macron has hit 
out at demands for massive cuts.

“We need an ambitious European budget,” he 
said last month. “We must defend a much stronger 
European budget” to support EU priorities, 
including defence. Ireland, which currently holds 
the rotating EU presidency, will unveil a revised 
budget proposal on Saturday that it hopes will 
bridge the yawning gap between the sides.

The warnings from European officials are stark, 
however: it is unavoidable that there will be blood 
on the floor at the end of the painful negotiations.

But the risk of missing the December deadline 
now looms larger than ever, especially after Spain 
called a snap election for next month.

A senior European diplomat dismissed 
speculation before Saturday’s text. The EU knows 
“there is a shared sense of urgency around the need 
to do this”, the diplomat said, adding: “I don’t 
think it’s particularly fruitful discussion at this 
stage to start talking about alternatives.”

In absolute terms, the EU does not need to agree 
the budget this year, as the final legal deadline is 
the end of 2027. Saturday’s proposal will set the 
stage for a fist fight between EU leaders meeting in 
Brussels over two days next week.

The battle won’t just be over whether to cut, 
since a third side has its own demands.

Seventeen countries from southern, central and 
eastern Europe have formed a group known as the 
“Friends of Cohesion”, seeking greater funding to 
support agriculture and regional development.

The main gripe for the frugals is that the 
proposed budget represents an increase of around 
60 per cent at a time when member states have to 
tighten their belts.

But a French presidency official argued money 
was needed for farmers and to strengthen the 
European economy to help businesses compete 
with US and Chinese rivals. — AFP

Hunger and malnutrition 
stalk Gazans, a year later

BOOKS... 
too big, too heavy, 
too many pages and 
words? Yet they may be 
scholarly, informative, 
provocative, 

challenging, or inspirational. Read on...
The most prominent here, throughout 

the Middle East, Asia, and Africa, is surely 
the Holy Quran, the sacred text of 600-plus 
pages of guidance and support for the Islamic 
faith, of which 20 million copies per year are 
printed by the King Fahd Glorious Quran 
Printing Complex in Saudi Arabia alone. In 
total, almost five billion copies have been 
printed in 114 languages. 

The Holy Bible is central to Christianity, 
mainly across the Americas and Europe. 
While church attendance and religious 
affiliations are in decline, according to 
recent theological research (Smith, 2026), an 
estimated five billion copies of the Bible, each 
of 1,200 pages, have been published to date. 

In a quasi-political vein, ‘The Quotations 
of Chairman Mao,’ ironically known as ‘The 
Little Red Book,’ is due to its small print, 
pocket size and microscopic print of Mao’s 
427 quotes. First published in 1964, with six 
million copies, it was an inexorable tool for 
political and societal change across much of 
Asia.

In literature, the iconic ‘War and Peace’, by 
Leo Tolstoy, emerged as the quintessential 
novel of 1865. It explored the futility of war, 
the fragility of peace, and the turbulent, yet 

profound romance of Count Pierre Bezukhov 
and Countess Natasha Rostova. Sixty million 
copies have been sold of this four-volume, 15-
book, 570,000-word epic.

The Miguel de Cervantes classic, ‘Don 
Quixote,’ is a 430,000-word masterpiece in 
which the elderly Alonso imagines himself as 
the knight-errant Don Quixote, who, astride 
his sway-backed, old horse, tilts at windmills 
in his quest for his Ladylove, Dulcinea. His 
imaginary adventures pit illusion against 
realism and have sold 500 million copies. 

In more recent years, ‘The Lord of the 
Rings’ trilogy, at 570,000 words, across three 
volumes by JRR Tolkien, has proven, with 600 
million sales, popular among adults, while JK 
Rowlings million-word, seven-book ‘Harry 
Potter’ adventures have proven immensely 
popular among younger readers with 600 
million copies sold.

However, the acquisition, by my wife 
Yelena, of a 1943 publication of ‘Mrs Beeton’s 
Book of Household Management,’ is the likes 
of which I have rarely seen before. It doesn’t 
rank either historically; it won’t change 
the world, politically, change societies, 
or literally challenge many perspectives. 
However, it is a unique window to the world 
of Queen Victoria, its sometimes tangled, yet 
always tangible view of class and domestic 
life, its anecdotes, that ‘Goodreads’ reviewed 
as “an almost forgotten classic, a founding 
text of Victorian middle-class identity.” And 
it is humorous, read in the light of today, 

Beeton’s Book of Household Management

A Palestinian girl sits on a water container at a mobile water distribution point in Gaza 
City, on Saturday. — Reuters

immensely so, certainly not politically correct, 
and a tad misogynistic, but so much fun. 
Consider these pearls of wisdom: “...there is 
no more fruitful source of family discontent 
than a housewife’s badly cooked dinners and 
untidiness;” “Friendship is no plant of hasty 
growth, though planted in esteem’s deep-fixed 
soil, the gradual culture of kindness must 
bring it to perfection;” “Frugality and economy 
are virtues without which no household can 
prosper;” while her reflection on a faithful 
husband that, “...no sooner is he domesticated 
than he becomes polygamous,” is hilarious!

Though expressing the wisdom of a woman 
of advanced years, Isabella Beeton (1836-
1865) married at 20 to publisher Samuel 
Beeton, and within a year contributed to 
‘The Englishwoman’s Domestic Magazine,’ 
proving immensely popular, and by 1861, her 
debut publication of ‘Mrs Beeton’s Book of 
Household Management’, sold an unheard-
of 60,000 copies in its first year. She was to 
succumb to illness at the tender age of just 28; 
however, edited and revised frequently since 
her demise, it has never been out of print and 
was, “for over a century, the standard English 
cookbook, frequently outselling every other 
book.”

Its 1951 pages, 1,500 illustrations, coloured 
plates and advertisements of the day offer a 
unique perspective on ‘the olden days’, when 
things were not always ‘better’, but where 
there was a sense of ‘order’. Certainly, though, 
through today’s lens, it will lighten your day.

RAY 
PETERSEN

The writer is a 
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EVERY 
DAY, Gazan 
mother Niyaha al 
Masri spends six 
exhausting hours or 
more queueing at a 

community kitchen in the hope of 
getting some food for her family.

It has been a year since a 
ceasefire between Hamas and Israel 
was supposed to allow food to 
flood into the ruined territory, yet 
widespread hunger persists there.

Masri has little choice. Without 
the kitchen run by humanitarian 
groups, she and her eight children 
would have “nothing at all”, the 
35-year-old said. Each day she 
sets out early in the morning and 
returns in the afternoon, this time 
bringing four containers of rice, 
lentils and a little chicken, which 
the family throws itself at.

Among them is her husband, 
wounded in both legs by an air 
strike, meaning he “cannot go and 
fight with the others” to get food.

This will be the only meal of the 
day for the family of 10, living in a 
tent in Khan Yunis. There was no 
breakfast, and they will have no 
dinner.

What little flour they have, Masri 
explained, has to be rationed.

In August 2025, a United Nations-
backed body, the IPC, declared a 
state of famine in Gaza, though 
Israel quickly denounced it as a lie.

By December, the UN had lifted 
that declaration, saying that the 
ceasefire had allowed in enough 
supplies over the course of two 
months to ease conditions.

COGAT, the Israeli defence 
ministry organisation responsible 
for civilian affairs in the 
Palestinian territories, said that the 
humanitarian situation in Gaza was 
stable.

But Shaun Hughes, of the UN’s 
World Food Programme, was 
less sanguine. The food security 
situation, he said, “is still extremely 
serious”.

The most recent figures, from 
July, show that “1.4 million out of 
the population of about 2.1 million 
people are acutely food insecure”, 
he said, with 200,000 of them “just 
one step below famine”.

While some food is getting in, a 
lack of sufficient nutritional variety 
continues to pose a health threat.

“Dietary diversity is a major 
food security issue in Gaza,” said 
Hughes.

“You cannot survive on dry goods 
and wheat flour and bread alone,” 
he explained.

Masri said that her children, aged 
between three and 14, “dream of 
eating fruit” but the family doesn’t 
have the means to buy any.

She said one of her sons suffered 
from malnutrition during the 2025 
famine, although “little by little, his 
condition is improving”.

“Repeated bouts of acute 
malnutrition amongst children is 
something that human beings just 
don’t recover from,” said Hughes.

Cognitive and physical 
impairments “continue into later 
life”, he added.

At Khan Yunis’s Nasser Hospital, 
the head of the malnutrition 
unit, Israa al Najjar, said she 

had “observed an increase in 
syndromes and conditions” linked 
to malnutrition that affect the 
immune system.

In a report published on 
Thursday, the day after the third 
anniversary of the October 7 
attack that sparked the Gaza war, 
Medecins du Monde published 
a study that found 93 per cent of 
pregnant or breastfeeding women 
had symptoms of anaemia, which is 
closely linked to malnutrition.

Just 17 per cent had a sufficiently 
varied diet to meet their nutritional 
needs, the group found.

All the while, Masri has kept 
visiting the community kitchen, 
despite asthma leaving her 
exhausted.

Her children spend their days 
collecting “pieces of nylon, bits of 
cardboard and chunks of foam” to 
try and reinforce their tent, which 
is in a poor state. She said it was 
“shameful” that her children had to 
do so.

ANOUK 
RIONDET

  
The writer is a 

journalist covering 
Palestine and Israel 

for AFP

In literature, the 
iconic ‘War and 

Peace’, by Leo 
Tolstoy, emerged as 
the quintessential 
novel of 1865. It 

explored the futility 
of war, the fragility 

of peace, and 
the turbulent yet 

profound romance 
of Count Pierre 
Bezukhov and 

Countess Natasha 
Rostova

In August 
2025, a 

UN-backed 
body, the IPC, 

declared a state 
of famine in 

Gaza, though 
Israel quickly 

denounced 
it as a lie. By 

December, 
the UN had 
lifted that 

declaration

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in these pages are solely those of the authors and do not reflect the opinion of the Observer






